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Controversies concerning Marx's conception of freedom place much emphasis
on proletarian freedom because explanations about proletarian unfreedom clearly
appear in both Marx’s early and later writings. However, Marx mentioned in some of his
writings that the capitalist class also confronts the situation of unfreedom even though
no explanations were given. Consequently, unfreedom seems to be not merely the
proletariat's problem, but also the capitalist class’'s. George G. Brenkert is the only
scholar who mentions capitalist unfreedom, but he did not focus on capitalist
unfreedom as much as proletarian unfreedom. Brenkert explained Marx's conception of
freedom in the Way which makes the concepts of freedom and alienation
undistinguishable. Since the underlying idea of this thesis is that the concept of
alienation plays no role in Marx’s later writings, Brenkert's analysis obliterates the role of
freedom in Marx's later writings. This thesis aims to elucidate the capitalist class’s
situation of unfreedom in order to present a more complete picture of the role of
freedom in Marx’s fhought by examining Marx's early and later writings and using the
concept of class as a basis of explanation. It will show that the concept of freedom is
different from that of alienation even though they are related in a certain manner. As a
result, freedom is a crucial conception which Marx used as a basis in criticizing

capitalism.





