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The purpose of this dissertation is to examine the conditions making the
Government of Thaksin Shinawatra be a modern police state and to study the

relationship between the state and society.

The four conditions are: the authoritarian character of the prime minister, the role
of capitalist groups, the financial and economic crisis of the country and the

authoritarian political culture.

The study finds that the characteristic of modern police state Thaksin
government adopted strong control measures by suppressing and directly influencing
the operation of government and autonomous organizations. The government policed
the people by violence and other means. This study examines two cases of violence,
i.e., drug eradication program and violence in southern provinces. At the same time,
there is resistance by Thai social movement. As the result, the government of Thaksin

could not institutionalize this regime.





