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The main objective of this study is to investigate the characteristics and the general conditions of Pak Phanang
watershed, the distribution of edible-nested birds and the factors affecting the birds’ migration and settlement formation
in Pak Phanang watershed. This study also suggests guidelines for the management of the birds’ habitat in residential
areas.

It is found that in the past Pak Phanang watershed was a major agricultural area in the South but its geographical
condition demoted its importance and its potential. This resulted in poverty. Farmers there were poorer than any other
farmer in the South. However, at present, it is a habitat of the edible-nested birds. They nest in man’s residential area, in
particular, in the municipal area of Pak Phanang, which was the first place where the birds were found nesting in
buildings and houses. As a result, the owners of those buildings and of those houses can collect the nests for sale. This
creates a new occupation. There are 158 buildings where the birds nest. Two main factors affecting their nesting are
natural and man-made factors. The natural factors include the site of the watershed which supplements the nesting
behavior of the birds and the man-made factors include suitable housing for the birds. The two factors, coupled with
economic motivation, lead to more construction of the bird houses. This expansion brings about physical, economic and
social effects to the locals. As for physical effects, the expansion changes the traditional characteristics of the
community including changes in city planning because such buildings are constructed in the green area. This affects the
environment. In terms of economic effects, the expansion creates a new career and increases income. But this income
does not go to the locals. In addition, there is an increase in the cost of living and the land price. However, some
activities such as tourism, trading of bird nest and construction are continuously expanding. Regarding social effects, the
nesting of the birds in the residential area poses a health threat to the public in terms of air pollution, sewage and crimes.

The suggestions are that 1. in terms of physical condition, the biodiversity of the watershed should be preserved
as the food source. The plan for the use of land should be adjusted by issuing local laws, controlling and managing the
environment of the municipal Pak Phanang. 2. In terms of economic condition, those who do business about bird houses
should be required to register. To distribute income, local tax on bird nest collection should be collected and trading of
bird nest should be promoted. 3. In terms of social condition, organizations to manage the city should be established and
public health awareness should be promoted.
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