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The study entitled, “Factors Supporting the Quality of Community Planning in Mueang
Lamphun District”, is aimed to examine factors supporting the quality of community planning in
Mueang Lamphun District; process in participatory community planning; including problems and
obstacles as well as solution for participating community planning problem. Data were collected
by questionnaires from 140 community planning working group members at the village level in
14 villages of Mueang Lamphun District and interviewing with 20 community planning working
group members in the sub-district, district and provincial level. Findings could be summarized as

follows:
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obstacles as well as solution for participating community planning problem. Data were collected
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follows:

Firstly, factors supporting the quality of community planning in Mueang Lamphun
District, namely, community leaders, people and the government mechanism were the key factors
7 contributing to the efficient community plan in the high level. To clarify, community leaders
were competent personnel who had knowledge, capability, experience and decision-making

ability. They could also be a good model and keen to lead people to participate in community
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planning process. Moreover, people were the important potency participating in community
planning process. They were knowledgeable, understandable, and interested in joining the civil
society forum in order to exchange their apprehension and to analyze the solution for the
community. Besides, the internal factors empowering the community were the government
mechanism, in other words, the government officials who were knowledgeable and
understandable in the Directive Principles of Basic State Policies and encouraged the community
to arrange the civil society forum in the village to take part in the community planning.
Therefore, the three factors played an important role in promoting and supporting the community
planning process in the village in Mueang Lamphun District to be in a good quality.

Secondly, people’s participation in community planning in Mueang Lamphun District
was in a good quality in a high level. This arose from the performance in accordance with
community planning process which was the preparation (‘)f. the community’s readiness, data
analysis, vision making, development direction, projects/plans formulation and community
planning implementatioﬁ. Data were used to analyze the problems. Besides, houschold
representatives and the Local Administrative Organization participated in the planning from the
beginning. There was also a written community plan, and it was implemented according to the
sufficient economy philosophy. People had participated in every process which was in decision-
making, planning, implementing, managing and appraising the community solution by employing
the community plan as an instrument to develop the community to be strong, sustainable and self-
dependent.

Finally, the result indicated that people comprchended inadequate ‘knowledge and
understanding in the efficient community planning. They belicved that community planning was
the obligation of community leaders, the government sector and the private sector. Thus, they
were not interested in participating in the process. With regard to the government sector, the
public relations and the promotion in the significance of the community plan to people in general
was not constant. Besides, the government organizations had substantial functions due to their
authority resulting in weak assessment which was one of the problems and obstacles affecting the

proficiency and efficiency of the community plan.





