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ABSTRACT

Ban Bon Phu is a farming community located near the border of
Kanchanaburi provinc, Thailand. A number of workers migrated from Myanmar to
work in the community. This group of people generally experience health problems,
infectious diseases, contention, and domestic violence. Applying an ecological
perspective, this study sought to explain the phenomena of domestic violence among
Myanmar migrant workers in terms of how they define, experience, and cope with the
violence as well as factors contributing to the violence, using a qualitative method
with in-depth interviews of 7 families. The study found 4 forms of domestic violence,
including verbal abuse or constant criticism, which was most reported; this was
followed by forced pregnancy, forced sex, and physical abuse. Most informants
perceived that they had experienced all forms except physical abuse, and were not
violent nevertheless, as these were common and acceptable events in a family setting.
Thus, they would mostly keep silent while few reported that they had asked for help
from others or fought back.

There were four levels of factors contributing to domestic violence in
Myanmar migrant workers including: (1) individual socio-economic background, (2)
interaction with friends or relatives, (3) relationship with community members, and (4)
socio-cultural context. Myanmar migrant workers had multiple vulnerabilities as
reflected in their poverty, lack of Thai language proficiency; and no proven legal
status, which were resulted from their migration status and their being migrants. These
conditions, incorporated with social expectations and beliefs that ignore the issues of
abusive behaviors in the family, implied the existence of cultural violence, as well as a
lack of networking in the community, have left the domestic violence issues neglected.

The study findings suggest an integration among stakeholders in
addressing the domestic violence issue at the community level. Local practitioners
should be trained specifically for providing consultation. In addition, improving the
communication channel for providing essential and culturally-sensitive information
would enhance the access to services related to domestic violence for the local
population.
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