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ABSTRACT

An incomplete schedule of antenatal care service utilisation among
mothers living with povertyis still a major problem in many developing
countries,especially the ethnic migrants living alongtheThailand-Myanmar border.

This study aimed to understand problems of incomplete scheduling of
antenatal care service use among Burmese mothers, and the influencing factors which
include the mother's ethnic backgrounds and migration contexts. A qualitative
approach using in-depth interviews and non-participant observation as data collection
techniques was employed; eleven mothers with incomplete schedules of antenatal care
service use were selected as informants.

Results of the study revealed the different patterns of incompleteness of
antenatal care service use by all mothers. Major factors accounting for the problems
include the mother’s cultural beliefs concerning pregnancy, antenatal care, and baby
care. Inaccessibility to antenatal care service is one of the main factors were found,
being caused by language barriers and communication problems, long distancs, lack of
transportation, and poverty. Those factors simultaneously caused the mothers to give
priority to work instead of coming to the health centre for antenatal care service.

Recommendations of this study include the improvement of the existing
antenatal care service schedule,which should be more responsive to the socio-cultural
and economic contexts of the migrant mothers, i.e., by providing more out-reach
service and using the local language in the health education message.
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