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A STUDY OF TRANSLATION STRATEGIES: A CASE STUDY OF “LAI
CHIWIT” BY M.R. KUKRIT PRAMOJ AND “MANY LIVES” TRANSLATED BY
MEREDITH BORTHWICK

NICHANAN TANTHANAWIT 5236076 LCCD/M

M.A. (LANGUAGE AND CULTURE FOR COMMUNICATION AND
DEVELOPMENT)

THESIS ADISORY COMMITTEE: DUANPORN KAMNOONWATANA, Ph.D.,
SUJARITLAK DEEPADUING, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

This thesis’ objective was to study translation strategies of cultural terms in “Lai
Chiwit”, a novel by M.R. Kukrit Pramoj, and its translated version “Many Lives”.

The study results show that Thai culturally specific items found in the novel can
be categorized according to Nida’s “Five Types of Sub-culture” (Nida, 1964) with items under
the category of Material culture most frequently found. The smaller cultural categories, in
terms of number, were Social culture, Religious culture, Ecological culture, and Linguistic
culture in descending order. In terms of translation strategies, three strategies were used,

namely: 1) Translation Techniques of Adjustment, 2) Literal translation, and 3) Transliteration.

Furthermore, some historical events in Thai society influenced the novel and
were also mentioned in the novel. Therefore, in addition to language skills, translators are
required to have general knowledge such as a profound understanding of social and cultural
contexts in order to convey the correct meaning in translation and maintain the author’s

writing style.

KEY WORDS: TRANSLATION STRETEGY/CULTURAL TRANSLATION/
LAI CHIWIT / M.R.KUKRIT PRAMOJ
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Version 1
With that, he led Wanthong away, feeling cheerful,
and took her out through the main gate. She was crying pitifully. “Oh, I was
happy here. I sat embroidering curtains for display.
You stay here, Kaeo Kiriya. Don’t be sorrowful like me. All the guardian
spirits and lords of this house, I salute you and bid you farewell.

(Pasuk Phongpaichit & Christ Baker, 2006, p.895)
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unuila
Phon had a minor part that night and did not have much acting to do.
He was only an official, attending on and following the hero in time to

the beat of the song. (p.111)
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“I have encountered all of the problems inherent in translating a work
of this nature, including the need to explain cultural reference points,
the difficulty of finding comparable terminology in many spheres, and
the different cultural valuation of stylistic features. My ‘solution’ in
most cases has been to explain where necessary and where possible
without impeding the flow of the translation.” (Borthwick Meredith,

1996, pp. x)
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atiumila
That evening, after a meal where his relatives sat in a circle and ate
with their hands, and he managed clumsily because he was accustomed

to a now unavailable spoon and fork, Surawut boarded the small boat
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for Pan’s son to take him to the headman’s. It was twilight, and torches
and fires were being lit. He looked around at the countryside he had left
so long ago. He could only recognize bits and pieces, because nearly

everything had changed. (p.200)
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atiuuila

At dawn next morning the sun shone brightly down, and the raindrops
lingering on the leaves and clumps of grass shimmered in the light. The
glowering rainclouds of the previous night were transformed into tiny

balls of fluff brown to the farthest edge of the sky. A flock of herons
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flew slowly over the surface of the water at Khung Samphao to gather
in the field nearby. Nature had forgotten completely the rage of the
night before, and was starting the new day with a bright countenance,

like a child smiling through its tears. (p.2)
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atunia
Even so, Loi was indebted to Thoek for teaching him the skills of

survival, as he was indebted to Phrim for nurturing him and giving him
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life. Thoek taught him how to throw bait and cast a net, when to find
eels, how to use little climbing fish as bait for catching the serpent-
head fish, how to trap birds and mice, and how to make wickerwork.
He taught Loi to bundle the thatch for roof making, to saw and plane

wood, and much else besides. (p.7)
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atiumla

Sem sat thinking. It was the thirteenth day of the waxing moon, and in
two days it would be the holy day of the full moon. After a moment’s
consideration he said, “Don’t worry Dan. Have something to eat and
drink or you’ll feel worse. I’ll come back on the night of the full moon
and do what I can.” A few minutes later he returned to the temple by
boat. Sem returned to Dan’s on the holy fifteenth day of the waxing

moon, by the light of the now full moon, as he had promised. (p.46)
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That evening, after a meal where his relatives sat in a circle and ate
with their hands, and he managed clumsily because he was accustomed
to a now unavailable spoon and fork, Surawut boarded the small boat
for Pan’s son to take him to the headman’s. It was twilight, and torches
and fires were being lit. He looked around at the countryside he had
left so long ago. He could only recognize bits and pieces, because

nearly everything had changed. (p.200)
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Phon was one of the many children of a farming couple. Though not
very rich, they were able to bring up all of their children on the
understanding that once the children reached a useful age they would
help with the farming or otherwise earn their keep. From the time Phon
cloud run and swim, his parents set him the tasks of tending the
buffaloes in the fields during the dry months, and of rowing out to

collect grass for them in the wet season when they were under shelter.

(p.100)
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atiunila
Eventually all the noise ceased, leaving only the sounds of wind and

rain, and the current flowing past the reeds and the roots of the
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sorghum grasses on the riverbank. Nature exercised its awesome

powers undisturbed by humankind. (p.2)
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Once the orchestra had taken its place, the noisy audience fell silent.

Everyone looked eagerly ahead. A man sitting by a xylophone set up in
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front picked up the wooden stick and ran it gently over the keys, as if to

give the pitch to those behind. (p.104)
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The boat moored at the bottom of the step in front of a large wooden
house. It was solid, as befitted the house of the village headman.
Surawut went up the stairs and walked straight in, his nephew at his
heels. A kerosene lamp blazed brightly under the awning at the front of

the house. (p.201)
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Time passed until late morning. The sun was up and burning day, and

the boards on the verandah, wet from the previous night’s rain, had

been dried out by the sun’s rays. Three or four young men rowed a boat

up and moored it at the head of the steps, then jointly carried the

sopping, lifeless body of Nai Sangwian up the stairs. They crossed the

outer landing to lay it out on the floor underneath the eaves at the front

of the house. (p.177)
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Phon’s mother usually went to Pak Hai once or twice a month, to sell
the fish that had been caught and kept in a basket in the water,
because she got a better price than by selling them in front of her house;
and to buy what she needed, for it was cheaper than buying from the

boat vendor and there was a wider choice of goods. (p.101)
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Sem was brought to his sense by something from an unexpected
quarter, An old man used to bed down each night in the riverside
shelter of the temple pavilion. The monks and local people called him
‘mad old Chom’, because he used to laugh at things other people did
not consider funny and sometimes talked in a way that no-one could
understand. He had few possessions other than a broken-down boat in
which he did the round begging from house to house, a cracked
cooking pot, a stove and a few chipped cups and plates which were his
culinary equipment, and a marijuana pipe, his favorite object. (p.39)
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Phon was especially interested in three people in the company. The
first was the stage manager, Thapthim. As Phon had placed himself in
Thapthim’s hand it was natural that he should be conscious of his
importance. Second was Plot, the principal xylophone ranat -- player.
Phon was interested in him only because he had a daughter, Phén, who

accompanied him everywhere. (p.112)
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Twenty years later, Sem’s seniority made him abbot of Wat Klang. He
had countless followers, who were at one in their puzzlement over the
unimproved state of the temple. Everything in it was in good repair, but
the chapel was made of old bricks, the teaching pavilion was of wood,

and the cells were still the kind with thatched roofs that everyone



PUNAINGNNY WHIINGBeNHNG ARLY. (MPWAZIMUTITHNOM I N o suazsimu) / 71

remembered from their childhood. The surrounding temples had
changed beyond recognition, with concrete halls, chapels, and jetties of
various sizes. The cells now were made of brick, interspersed with
schools for preachers, large rainwater tanks, bell towers and so on.

(p.51)
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His father’s body had been kept for many years in an upper hall, and
had still not been cremated when Prince Lek grown old enough to
remember. Hence every time he thought of his father, he recalled the
urn set on a high raised platform in the closed, darkened throne hall
which housed the urn was dark and stuffy because it had been closed
for so long. Cobwebs had settled on the windows, on the intricate
carving for the urn’s platform, and on the ceremonial umbrella
surrounding it. As his father’s body was shut away, no-one had paid it

much attention. (p.80)
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Wherever there was a collection for a new temple or prayer hall or
monastery, or for giving new robs to the monks, Linchong quickly
handed over some money as her share. As she did so she always prayed

for the fulfillment of her wish for a child. (p.175)
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Old Phrim made her living selling fruit and vegetables and other

foodstuffs, such as preserved woodapple and dried goods. (p. 5)
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Eventually, as the noise kept getting louder and clearly was not going
to stop, Phrim abandoned the fire, grabbed the flickering fish-oil
lantern, and went down to the landing. By the time she got there she

was convinced that it was the cry of a newborn baby, no more than ten

days old. (p.5)
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In those days, people still depended on traditional doctors and herbal
medicines to cure disease. Saeng recalled distinctly that there were
fewer diseases around in those days. All his father’s patients if they did
not have colds, had fevers from the onset of the cool season, or wasting
diseases or various skin parasites. An examination of the symptoms and
a small dose of medicine usually cured them. No-one knew about
injections, or took western medicine. But diseases were few, with none

of the strange new illnesses we have today. When Saeng grew up, he
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studied the medical and medicinal treaties with his father, and knew all
the diseases contained therein. He knew which foods exacerbated
which diseases; that ‘hot’ medicine cured wind fevers whereas delicate
‘cold’ medicines were used for fever; which fevers needed laxatives or
purgatives; how to prepare children’s dosages and treat infant ailments;
and how to alter the liquid content of the medicine in order to cure a

range of diseases. (p.214)
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Twenty years later, Sem’s seniority made him abbot of Wat Klang. He
had countless followers, who were at one in their puzzlement over the
unimproved state of the temple. Everything in it was in good repair, but
the chapel was made of old bricks, the teaching pavilion was of wood,
and the cells were still the kind with thatched roofs that everyone
remembered from their childhood. The surrounding temples had
changed beyond recognition, with concrete halls, chapels, and jetties of
various sizes. The cells now were made of brick, interspersed with

schools for preachers, large rainwater tanks, bell towers and so on.

(p.51)
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From then, Sem gave up the practice of extreme asceticism and turned
seriously to meditation. He tried concentrating on entering into a

trance, but failed. (p. 43)
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Something about him made the villagers look up to and respect him.
When the position of president of the temple fell vacant, the villager
presented it to Lek. Then when the old headman died, they elected Lek

in his place, and everyone breathed a sigh of relief when he accepted.
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He lived alone, without a wife or children. There was talk that
whenever he encountered an orphan he would adopt it or rise as his

own, and that he now had a number of adopted children. (p.97)
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She tried to stop herself from thinking of her dead husband, and refused

to shed tears of sorrow for fear that her milk would sour and poison the
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child. As she lay by the birth-fire, she gazed on the face of the child

asleep in the bamboo cradle. (p.178)
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atiumila

“In those days, people still depended on traditional doctors and herbal
medicines to cure disease. Saeng recalled distinctly that there were
fewer diseases around in those days. All his father’s patients if they did
not have colds, had fevers from the onset of the cool season, or
wasting diseases or various skin parasites. An examination of the

symptoms and a small dose of medicine usually cured them. (p.214)
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atiumla

Some night he lay tossing with the heat of his passion. Every time he
closed his eyes he saw temptations, abounding in sights, savors, smells
and sounds. Sometimes he lay panting and broke out in swear as if he
had just been in a vigorous fight. On many occasions, late at night, Sem

had to leave his cell and pace in meditation around the graveyard.

(p.34)
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(U.124)

atiumila

In short time he had thrown himself into his new life body and soul, as
if he had been born to the stage. As he went to sleep, he paid homage to
the early teachers venerated by all performers. He bowed every time he
passed the image of the sage, symbol of the first teacher, and made
obeisance each time he touched it. Every evening he lit a candle and
incense and paid his respect. Musical sounds did not merely please him
as before, but became important and essential elements of life, the
beating of the heart which, while it lasted, signified that all was well
with the body. Each song had its own meaning which touched the heart
and aroused the emotions. Some were exalted and sacred, like the
consecration, the Khom Wian, and the Tra Nimit. When he heard
these his whole being experienced a shiver of awe, and he

automatically raised his hands in prayerful solutions. (p.111)
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atiuuila

“It doesn’t matter,” Nori said as he tried to loosen the hands that held
both his arms in a tight grip. But the hands squeezed even more tightly
and would not let go. The owner of the hands yells out, “Hey! It does

matter! How can it not matter! I’m Nai Chuang Chomphusot, a man of
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gratitude. People who saves lives have to be repaid I’ve repaid many -
people are often saving me, so I keep repaying — I’'m Chung
Chomphusot, the famous author. ‘Phaya Nak” (serpent king) is the
pen-name for the tale of passion, hot and spicy; ‘Kon Khop’ (red-
tailed pipe snake) for the cute pieces; ‘Pi Kaeo’ (ashy kukri snake)
for love stories, because I was born in the year of the snake. My father
said it was the year of the dragon. My mother argued that it was the
year of snake. Dragon or snake, it doesn’t matter, there are plenty of
readers first-class writer” Nai Chuang reached over and learnt on

Nori’s shoulder, dropped his head, and fell asleep. (p.158)

4 o 9 a [ 4 a
Unsal nadu (2545, 1.35-37) 8BV “wgun” Antluanureluginin

= 9 ~ o 2 9 ~ A o = ' v A J '
LE]L“]fEJGlG]Llazlﬂlﬁvﬁlﬁzjuﬁlﬂﬂmﬂﬂﬁ Iﬂﬂliﬂﬂ%ﬁ)@iﬂﬂ DU LANANHUTZIIUNU AD lﬂuﬂﬂ]u’]ﬂiﬂfy

@ 4

=\ I v o CAN A ' 4 = a ¥ o g o

NI Lﬂuﬁﬂgaﬂymummmmﬂlﬁﬂg ANUYANTNYIU ANNNUNTUN f)ﬂmmzﬂuﬁﬂgaﬂym
@ 1o = 9

ﬂl@ﬁﬂu"lﬂq%ﬂﬁﬁ']ﬁ@ﬂﬂﬁﬂ

o v A a U I
WIUNYATURUUNIVUUNAIADIUY W.A. 2542 (2546, 1.7) 95 U189 “ﬁ'wlm” 1w

o ]

' ~ I
¥O3¥NA Cylindrophis ruffus WK Aniline W30 Uropeltidae Hasunuiaa anevindluildesy

N
a2 A 19 v 1 AaaAa 9 ] = A Y A (Y] Y 9 Aa
llllllWH Lmlﬂﬂiﬁlﬂu’JHJWHGIJNWNLWS”IZiIﬂLiﬂgL!Nﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁ?ﬂﬂﬁllﬂﬁﬁﬂ Lwayﬁﬂﬂmm%m

!
[Y] [ [} 9 a

1A A I A a a e o ] Sldy
HANBHNANATNHIDIUAI UNITUNAIAY Lﬂug‘ﬂmﬂuuuﬂu ﬁ'nJVN@’]ﬁfJf’JQGlUIWiQGlﬁWUQU

'
A a

J Aa a 2K o ~ Y 1 a3
nlWll“ﬁfJ IUanNa (2547, U.69) BTVIYDIANHUSUBDNY Guny” Muyegri

U

. . I ~ a [} g a A o w = %‘ Y =
Oligodon cinereus uJu3mmﬂﬂmﬂmmmﬂuﬂguuwuﬂu FA19I190NTUINANT QAAYTUD

o o =\

a 1 <3 Y A ? 2 & = [ = A I
nell UAQZINAAVUUAIAULAS U INUAUANTADUAN %aﬂzgsmﬂmﬂuummﬂm ERIITE)

= [ 1A <

819059 UaaAuogNing

q u

= ] o < 9y Y o
W]Ja]ﬂﬂyjﬂﬁ]zuﬂluT@iﬁfUullaSWHW ﬁ\uﬂ@'llﬁuhlﬂilﬁlﬂvn\iﬂnlu‘ﬂusll@\iﬁj

Y I A Y
VNATING NN oA

U

a dy 1 9 gy v @ 4 Y ] axy [
Glummm NWUIN Ellﬂaslflﬂ‘ﬁﬂﬁ‘ﬂTJ?TW‘VIﬂ’Zl‘]Jﬂﬂ‘]JﬂﬁLL‘]Jﬁﬁi\W]’Jlﬂuﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂiu

[

o v o 2
ﬂ'lillﬂﬁﬂWﬁW‘VlWﬂWflc] 11 AU

[V d o 1 J 4 v
Auaiudwnd1dn “wgua” 91 “Phaya Nak”  uaziieldgeudnlede

U

[

o_ v ! ds! Y = Y ax ( ' Y = =
ANUUNIYUDIATANNA1ININUY Qllﬂaﬁ]ﬁi“lfﬂﬁ’l‘ﬁﬂﬁllﬂﬁﬁiﬁﬁ’)ﬂ’)“ﬂﬂ uale laanauineg

(Y [ = o

o 4 @ { A @ 1
ANUHWUIPUDI “NYTIUIN” DUMANNNIH Qﬂi]‘]%l‘ﬁﬁﬂﬂ??uiﬂﬁlaﬂﬂﬂUﬂ@ﬂWQW “serpent

'
= 1

. d' = I ¢ A 9 - L
king” ‘lﬂwmﬂmgﬂlumclmy HIDNYN 615\11.11%!,1]1.114Lsuﬂfﬂulmwsuummugmu



A @ o o = 4 aa
YIUIINY ﬂ‘liLLﬂﬁﬂﬁ/]N’JﬁHu‘ﬁiiMWﬂSWﬂQ‘IHLiﬂQ HawyInN / 90

@

Aulaiudniidoesudiin “duvn” gaminiiuulad ‘Kon Khop uazl¥nais

d

msuad LwaﬁlwmmmﬁuQmumﬂmumﬂﬁnw“red—taﬂed pipe snake” Fufugaiion 319

= a = o = Y
NN ﬂWUiuu&’Jm!@!%ﬂﬁz’JuﬂﬂﬂmENGI,GI

an

v o o 1 Y ! @ ' .
ﬁllﬂaﬂUﬁWWLaﬂQﬂTn “Quna” ﬁﬂTH’]ﬂU‘ULL‘]Ja'J"I ‘P1 Kaeo’ !Lﬁgﬁl%}ﬂﬁj‘ﬁﬂqﬁ

Y
o o %

Llﬂaﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂu Iﬂﬂllﬂa'ﬂ “ashy kukri snake” LW@U@ﬂGlTTWfJ']UTJ"Iﬂ'] w‘UﬁW“V]LﬁfNiJ"qu
Lﬂu‘ﬁﬂﬂl@ﬂg“ﬁuﬂﬁu\‘]
g‘; 1] 1 9 9 <3 Y a gd 1 A A Y I
NNMITTINUAIDY NV IWNAY %mu"lmw U3U'1/]Gluﬁ’f)uuLﬂuﬂWiﬂ’]ﬂV]@ﬂsﬁﬂﬂicﬁlﬂu
v A A = 1 A 3 g A @ = '
u’lllﬂ’]ﬂﬂV]J@QUﬂlﬁUﬂuiuw@Q C]Nu'lllLLPJ\?LW]agﬁ%ﬂﬂlﬂuLﬁll@uﬁﬂllﬂumﬂﬂﬂ?utﬂlﬂuu@ﬁg
H 1 Y] 9 a < 1 v W 4 LY o a [
ﬂﬁglﬂﬂﬁllﬁﬂﬁ'l{lﬂu Tﬂﬂ@,uﬂawmimimum ﬂ'lﬁ‘ﬂllﬁWVlﬂ')llﬂﬂllﬂlﬂ?ﬂﬂ')'luﬂ'l@‘ﬁll'lﬂfﬂg%ﬂﬂ
YA Y o 2 9 [ (% 1 A 9y =X 9y
Glﬁﬁ@ﬂ')'lﬂﬂﬂ']ﬂhlﬂ%@muﬂlu L!,ammmiiﬂmaﬂymzmwwmmmuuﬂmmazf’lﬁfh i]\isl“]f
an v o fa v o Vo A4 gy oy A A= T |
A5N13 TIUﬁW‘VILﬁEJQFﬂ'Iﬂﬂ'IH'lﬁuﬂ“]_lﬂj\l'l’qaﬂﬂllﬂﬁ Lwaslngmugawammumﬂu%’amwwslu
Y Y 1 A Ao o 4 I [ [ dy [l [~ A Y Y
MY URVUY LW’IL‘W5'13515@1/]1/]‘]JﬁW‘V]iJ'llflJuﬂT}:l'I'E]\?ﬂi]HLﬂaWNu’lﬁ]gl‘lNLﬂuﬂﬂuLﬂﬂﬂlﬂ\?NUTL! A
LLﬂaﬂﬂLWMLﬁMﬂﬁ’)‘ﬁﬂ’lﬁllﬂaV’Iﬁ\“lﬁ’)ﬁ\‘lhlﬂ IﬂfJWIfJ‘]JLﬂﬂﬁﬂ??ﬂﬂﬂ?ﬂﬂﬂﬂ?ﬁWﬂiuﬂ?ETENﬂE]‘Hﬁ

A A YY1

Glﬂé’u, ganudansng ludausssuduniiy Lwa1wz«lamamﬁmmﬂﬁ]mmwmmmﬁﬁwm
frindwiiin1dheiu Hureuosglsziand e 5y “Phaya Nak” ifeuidesdFusin
. A = oA 3 v Y an v o
“serpent king” NnuedgvIalug Wienwy Hudu mslgnalsmalanudwnuazla
ATIAINUUONINIZFIBTNEIANNNVIBvoId Uiy 1dudy  Sioreneannurnienig
[ Y 1 ) = kY
Sausssuldednansududnane

o VoA 1y A ' o Y Y Y a
MIDEIAN 28 LUATAUDUN G]'NWEHEJ'I?Jmﬂ%ﬂﬂQIuiJu’l’JclTTl,LiJell’fN Aga ogpain

Y o A
mﬂﬂuclu@muﬂmmu

% U

AURY

Suduniniinain uanalaansinda ’E)L?YENmm)EJ‘ﬁEI GERGLY
Y

Topsufinaadestindadnarsiy FesderudiinTsehanmn

1 I~ Y] [ a [
Glﬂi”ln”lﬁ’@ﬂmmmn?mﬁmm@ WINBIAIZI U aAT B e

Au laswerzlinaiglanieg 1dgdelnaels miidwaduaui f;"”ﬂ
ﬂummﬂmﬂwa@ mzne hlnmaneedidue azﬁ’umawmuﬁf in

1 =3 A = [ ] < Y "9 =
ANAUNANNALTDOI YINDYLHILLY uaznﬂﬂuﬂﬁmuclmmmwaag@mﬂ

Y

[ [] < Y [} 1 (% "W v = 9
HALMUNDHUITULINGUDNIN “ﬂu"lu”lﬂumumm [BUITMNANTINIY



PUNAINGNNY WHIINGBeNHNG ARLY. (MPWALIMUTITHNOM I N o uazsimu) / 91

d' a Y =2 A o Y Y o A v 9 o @
NANLAIANAUATUIN ADIYUUUAUTDNAVUIUWIICUUAINAD”

(U.115)

atiunila

There was a musical folk drama, like, at the market that day, put on by
a famous company from Ayuthaya. People had been discussing it since
midday, and the word was that to miss such an outstanding company
was to have been born in vain.The Company was going to perform at
the market for three nights, so those who could spare the time had the
opportunity to see their fill. Through her trading Phon’s mother knew a
few number of people at the market. Everyone she bumped into the
chanting about the /ike. They all urged her to stay on for it, but she
replied noncommittally, “I didn’t come alone; I’ve got young Phon with
me. The opera won’t be over till late, so it’d be a nuisance. I’d have to
carry him down to the boat to go home, because he’ll be asleep.”

(p.102)
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Someone on the radio was saying distinctly that the government would
promote the performance of musical drama or /ike. There was to be a

like competition on the radio. Whichever troupe performed best would
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receive a gold trophy from the prime minister. Hot blood started to race
through his body. Right! Nobody could see how old you were on the
radio; they only listened to the voice and words. Phon was certain of

one thing — that no-one could beat him. Radio like! (p.123)
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performance of musical drama” Taaf1n “performance” WD “an act of presenting a play,
concert, or other form of entertainment.” (Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, 1992, p.664)
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atunila

Something about him made the villagers look up to and respect him.
When the position of president of the temple fell vacant, the villager
presented it to Lek. Then when the old headman died, they elected Lek
in his place, and everyone breathed a sigh of relief when he accepted.
He lived alone, without a wife or children. There was talk that
whenever he encountered an orphan he would adopt it or raise as his
own, and that he now had a number of adopted children. (p.97)
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Taoi1dSaunen (11.59)

atiunila

One day the leader of the monastic council for the region, having
heard of Sem’s reputation, came by the boat from the temple in the
district town. Even though he was many years younger than Sem and
his junior in a monastic life as well, he had attained the tittle Phra Khru
(venerable teacher) through his studies in Buddhism. Sem received him

and ungrudgingly accorded him due respect (p.50)
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people formally constituted and meeting regularly.” (Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary,
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2001, p.205) AIUAII “monastic” WU “connected with monks or monasteries.” (Oxford
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(4.192)

atiumila
She rose early every day to cook rice for the monks, and waited at the
head of the stair until all the monks paddling by on their daily begging
round had left the waterways. (p.175)
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His satisfaction deepened as he reflected. He recited the common
prayer ‘I take refuge in the Buddha’ over and over again, with no
particular objective. Through his concentration on the Buddha’s
qualities, all desires and temptations fell away. Sem was fully aware
that he had not soared into another realms but was sitting in front of an
image in his cell. But he was in a state of perfection concentration.

(p.44)
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The orchestra began to play the consecration, starting with a devotional
song. At first resonant sound of the drums, Phon’s heart missed a beat,
and from then on his every nerve seemed to move with the rhythm of

the song, oblivious to everything else. (p. 104-105)
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She had not reckoned with the strange properties of money: it did not
stay still, and the more one earned, the more ways of spending it there
seemed to be. Sometimes she felt like a millionaire, and spent freely,
learning the ropes of gambling on anything from races to cards. At

other time she felt as poor and deprived as ever. (p.71)
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When the time came for Sem’s novitiate his mother took him to Wat
Klang, the temple his family always went to for the ceremonial blessing
of the new postulants. As people came to bless him and wish him well
at the propitiation ceremony, Sem saw his mother weep with joy at

seeing her son ordained. (p.32)
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After novice Sem had been paraded back to the temple, he took the
offering of robes to ask formal permission for ordination with clear and
resounding voice. At that moment, his heart was entirely free from

anxiety. (p.33)
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Thus many lives....came together at one time from different places.
Each life already had its own share of karma — whether more or less,
depended on the individual. But why did all those lives have to end in
the same incident, at the same time, in the same place? Many lives, yet
all met the same end, death by carried the same weight of heinous
karma? That does not seem possible. But if we study each life
separately, we might be able to discover how this course of event was

ordained. (p.3)
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Over the next four or five days, the atmosphere in the palace was
livelier than Prince Lek had ever known it. People came and went, day
and night. Another group of people, dressed in red coats and trouser, set

themselves up in the pavilion next to the main palace and played flutes
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and beat drums at intervals. His mother said they were proclaiming his
father’s death. But he did not understand why she had to cry every time
the flutes and drums sounded one. He was too young to realize that

music can cause sorrow as well as happiness. (p.81)
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atiumla

Once she had accepted that her child was different, Linchong also
admitted that she could not simply leave Daeng to see out his destiny.
She had hoped against hope that one day he would miraculously
recover, but her hope went unfulfilled. She could not put it off, or wait
any longer. From then on, she brought any good doctor she heard of to
treat her child, whether a medical doctor, a doctor of spells or a doctor
of unguents. But the result was always the same. Each doctor treated
Daeng for a time, and then disappeared, after Linchong had paid
unstintingly for the cost of treatment. Daeng was left in his original
condition, with no sign of improvement. When she realized that a
doctor had left, she hugged her son and cried, then gritted her teeth and

set to work with a future devoid of all hope. (14.185)
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When Phon was just over sixteen, the opportunity he had awaited so

patiently came to him. Thit Plain, a well-off villager, was about to mark
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his son’s ritual entry into monkhood with a lavish celebration.

(p.108)
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Whenever there was a collection for a new temple or prayer hall or
monastery, or for giving new robes to the monks, Linchong quickly
handed over some money as her share. As she did so she always prayed

for the fulfillment of her wish for a child. (p.175)
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atiunila

Linchong’s situation worsened. The expense of numerous doctors and
medicines, coupled with the sorrow and bitterness, gave her little spirit
to set herself to earning a living. Poor, with a helpless, dependent child
to support, she looked fearfully to the future. Linchong thought ahead
to her own death, and to Dengue’s. The world seemed a very bleak
place.

But where there was life there was hope. When Linchong heard of a
learned and holy monk in Nonthaburi province, who cured the sick
with incantations and holy water, she wasted no time. Quickly, she
packed a few necessities and took Daeng by boat to Sena district.

(p.185)
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atunia
Life took a serious turn the year he was conscripted, or, as they said in

the neighborhood, sent off to the soldiery. Chan’s parents, especially
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his mother, seemed very agitated before the selection for military
service. Whenever she heard word of any master of magical rites or any
holy water that could help save men from military service, she took
Chan to take part in the rites or be anointed with the lustral water. She
also made pledges to the household deities and the spirits of various
shrines to protect him. She planned that he would become a monk if he
escaped conscription this time. Then she would be able to get to heaven

on the tail of her oldest son’s saffron robe. (p.189)
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atiumila

Another thing his father often said was “If you want to be rich, don’t
consider being a doctor. Think about it -- greedy people, only interested
in making a fortune, aren’t to be trusted with matters of life and death.
The patient’s life is in the hands of the doctor. If the doctor is motivated
by greed, what a terrible risk the patient takes! I think the ancient
masters must have felt this way, when they laid down in the text that

fees were not to be more than a salung or bath at a time.” (p.215)
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atiumila
With that, they instantly ripped the robe apart and divided it. The tea
leaves vanished in a second, shared out by the handful. They brought

the bits of cloth and tea leaves to Sem for blessing. To avoid uproar, he
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fixed his mind in a state of compassion and took the objects in his hand
while concentrating on the Buddha. Then he returned them to the
claimants, with the precept, “Show compassion for all living beings,
oppress no-one, and live in harmony with others.” The shreds of robs
and tea leaves became sacred objects. Every day more people offered
to be his disciples. Each asked for a piece of cloth or a handful of tea
leaves as a talisman, renowned for effectiveness in compassion. Those
who had got hold of them were reputed to have fulfilled their wishes

and dissipated all enemies and ill feeling towards them. (p.49)
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Phon sang these parts fluently and fast without stumbling, pleasing
Thapthim and making Plot laugh with amusement, showing his gums

and playing the ranat with greater finesse than usual. Phon studied the
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songs unobtrusively, to the pint where he could use words with the
accents of the special /ikae dialogue. For instance, gold had to be ‘gol-
I-I’, with the emphasis on a final ‘I’, and ‘silver’ had to be ‘silver-1-I-
I’. So as time went on Thapthin came to trust him, and only had to tell
him which character he was playing for him to come up with the
appropriate actions and songs. He no longer needed supervision.

(p.115)
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atiumla
There he saw Nai Rot sitting relaxing in his sarong, a sash draped over
one shoulder. He was reclining with a bottle of whiskey and a glass
beside him as always, puffing on a half-ashed cigarette. When he saw
Prince Lek he sat up abruptly, with a shock, drawing his sarong through
his legs like a respectable loincloth and tying his sash neatly around his
middle. He sat politely, legs to one side, hands in his lap. Prince Lek
knew instantly that uncle Bunsom had told the family who he was. Nai
Rot said haltingly, in ordinary, then royal, language, “You, I mean,
Your Highness has arrived.”
Prince Lek sat down. Although Nai Rot had not asked him to, he took
the liberty of doing what he was used to.

“Where’s Thawin, uncle?” he asked.

“She’s here.......Your Highness.” He spoke with
difficulty, not knowing that correct forms. He called his daughter.
Prince Lek already felt that the intimacy and informality which Nai Rot

had shared with him had vanished, never to return.” (p.94)
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atiumila

FAITH is like virulent strain of infection. The germs exist in abundance
in every heart, and like bonfire which burst into frame as soon as
someone applies a match. Sem’s fame spread like wildfire. Instead of
calling him ‘Luang Phi’ or ‘Luang Lung’, they called him ‘Luang
Pho> Everyone had heard of him, from the direction of Chao Chet,
Suphan Buri, all the way to Ayutthaya. People flocked to his cell,
asking for consecrated objects. At first he had nothing to give them, and
told the lay people who came to him,” Despite what everyone says, I
don’t have any consecrated objects to give you.” But the faithful

refused to believe him, and stood firm in their demand. (p.49)
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atiuuila

Dan’s parents were pleased to have a monk visit him, and took Sem
into Dan’s bedroom. Sem was moved by pity when he saw Dan’s
bedroom. He sat beside Dan and gently stroked his forehead, with
compassion. Dan opened his hollowed eyes. When he saw Sem he

called softly to him, “Luang Pho (reverend father).”
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atiunila

Through mixing with foreigners, Phanni picked up their language with
the agility of one who has never undergone formal training. She had no
preconceptions about the importance of language, so she did not let

complex grammar or vocabulary hamper the free expression of her
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thoughts or feeling in a foreign tongue. To her, English was just another
of the world’s many languages, and with only a few words of it she
could make herself clearly understood to her foreign friends. Her every
sentence would alarm anyone who had studied the language, yet all the
foreigners understood. These sentences were, “You go kon si (before)!
Laeo (then) 1 cha (will) follow,” or “I sleep with you - for three
hundred tic -- all night,” and “No! No! I not go for two hundred but for

two hundred fifty I go! Or “Tomorrow you come again na (Okay)?”

(p.74)
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5.4. m3udammaTausssumusman (Religious Culture)
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Y 9 9 ax ¥ v o o Y =
1) ﬂ]ﬁ!!ﬂaﬂﬁﬂﬂ'J Quﬂaalﬁlmmﬁmmﬂammaﬂummmmuﬁimmumym
= = Yo o o o v Ay ya 9 U

ff’lll’liﬂlﬂflﬂlﬂfl\?llﬂ Uﬂ’lﬁWﬂiuﬂ’lH’l@ﬂﬂﬂH Wa‘ﬂulﬂﬂ@ ﬂl!ﬂﬁﬁ’uJ’liﬂﬂ’lEWlf]@ﬂ'J’lllWll’lU"U@\‘]
Y 3 1A Y A A 9 o ] < o < '
Uﬂuﬂaulmﬂuamwuazgﬂ@lmmwmﬁwﬂimgﬁluﬂuﬂuu ’f]Eﬂ\?llﬁfW]'lll S AUNALUUIN

S L~ o A v =< o (% Y1 9 @
m‘le_n"lmluuumﬂu’mm‘ﬁﬁimﬂmmmmUaﬂﬂﬂaﬂ‘lsJmzﬂlmmﬂuul‘nﬂ"lﬂﬂaumwmmﬂu

i Y ' '
i%ﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁ LWinflfﬂﬁfﬂ“ﬁuﬂﬁWﬁﬁiWHﬁJﬁWﬁﬁUuﬂﬂﬁclucb'u“b'uﬁlmﬂ@ﬂ\‘lﬂu@ﬂN“h'ﬂL%u ‘%Q



JuNaINgIas Yn1INeIaeNTag ARLY. (MR IMUTITUNOM I ToaTUaLWAIU) /149

3 o A 1 o K Ao vq Y 1 Y o w
lﬂuaﬂ]&lﬂ!3lﬂW'13V]T\?f]ﬁEHﬂLLQﬂﬂ'Nllﬂﬂ']ﬂﬂ']‘H1@\1ﬂf]]5| GINNﬂTﬁﬁﬁWU’]NiWi%ﬂﬂuﬂl’Nﬂ’]ﬂﬂ

NI

v v v o I3 1 % J v <
2) ﬂ15d1€l‘i’li’)ﬂﬂ’3i’)ﬂ‘ﬂ’i ﬂﬁ“ﬂ‘UﬁW‘ﬂLﬂuﬁ’)uﬁﬁ\iﬂlﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂ']f]‘l/l’f)ﬂ@’mﬂ‘ﬂilmglﬂu

ad d' d' o Y é A 9
ﬂﬁ?‘ﬁﬂ1illﬂﬁ1ﬂ‘WUll'lﬂVIZ‘;fﬂel,uﬂ1iLLﬂﬁﬂ1VIN’NMU‘ﬁ§§3\Iﬂ1H1 FIUoNM U INNISUan e
axy v W s 9 " 9 = 9 axy A "9y [} % A Y
AFNIINUANNLAND ‘wmwwnJmJma%nannwuﬂaauq ﬂ’)ﬂﬂﬂ’lﬂﬂﬂNﬂﬁ!Lﬂﬁ@]ﬁ\iﬂ’) el

v o ¢ & A

o A v A ¥ 2 2 gno ] 1
ﬂ”I‘VI‘VI‘U?’TW‘VI‘JJ1uuﬁ’]ll']5ﬂﬁ’ﬂﬂ'J”I‘lJﬁ‘JJ”IfJ”lﬂL‘]Ju‘VIL‘U']“lﬁ]aUﬂQEj’ﬂ'ﬂ!iﬂﬂﬂlu MU FIVYNAITULHUIN
9 A o v o A 9 A o 9 o Aa A
Iﬂllﬂﬁﬁ']‘ll”Iﬁﬂﬂﬂ'J”I‘llﬂ']ﬂWVlﬂ']]sl'luhlﬂllﬁgilﬂ'ﬂllglﬂfJ'Jﬂ‘]JTﬂﬁ\?ﬁﬁ']\‘]ﬂ']lﬂl']”lﬂﬂiuﬁgﬂﬂ‘ﬂﬂ 4D
g A 9 9 o = A A dy 1y o Y v
ﬂigﬂﬂﬁﬂ\‘]ﬁ@\iﬁﬁmﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂu fl]\‘iﬁ']ll']ﬁﬂ@‘ﬁll']ﬂﬁ\‘i“l/lQLWN@IENﬂ?ﬁu1lﬁu@1ﬂ@ﬂ?ﬁgﬂﬁ@ﬂlla$

Falau

6. a3tuazeneawa

AMIANEINIIAUTITUMNUUIAANT UL TZANNTHU AR NI T UTT TNV

~ 1 o [ A o I
g1 lua1 (Bugene Nida, 1964, p.91) Wy Uszinauesmmaimusssunimsinaueoiu

o d' d‘ =) 9 Y [ ) g}/ Qy o A
Tumnniigaluizes naredaa 1dun Jausssulszmning Sunsau 57 M1 509091170
INUTTTUNNFIAN IIUIU 47 A1 IAUTTTUNNAAUT 3IUIY 26 A1 IAUTTTUNNUNAINGT
1L 12 A1 1Az TAUTITUNINAIET UL 7 A1 Na1a D TagmannnIaIausssuemaun
Y gne Yo a o a o vy A 9 Yy o Y A
uu e laihuurAamalaisssuneauyseInenlsuldaie e ldaeandesnudoyan
WU LAZANHAUZANMUFON 00UV 1N 1T 1ZA10T UIeMImusIsumamved Tua 1d5wy
o 2 o o o A ¢ ) A 0o q Uy 1 = o o &
mswannvunnmsulamawinas ademau llgawdug ild liaseunquiesmdny

@

A A 2 La £ aaa = ' A 9 o
neanueluGoeddnaans ga Wigaia 5uldsmnionuag awinlsing luduativ
4 a
1509 HAWYIA
dmsunaismsudavesduila gIvelFuurAaiEesnsuunulavesdynd
o 3 a R Aan Aan ~ A
19177 (2550, 1.54) Husuiniglumsinsizvasnalsmsutla Taenadinmsudannuluises
= o (% ag d' d' Y d‘ 1 o [
Fosdrauainnadsmsndannuuiniigalddesngalunaazilszianvesdimaimusssy
Y
Taun
mMsudammatausssuiuiinaine numiulansadd S1uu 7 @10819 Az

msdSuunuda $1u9u 6 d10819 Tasaniousgeseanilu A5msUsuduiuilse loanso



a J 4
WEUIING unaguuvauysainelne /150

] H Y
28 U 4 19819 MINUAVAIDTUIY 10U 1 §29819 Lazm s lFmnuanuren ey
NUIU 1 79814
msudamimatausssuaiuing numsulansedd $1uU 20 @29619 N3
Y Y
D1UNBANIONHT I 1UIU 3 729819 azmsUTVUNUYa IIuNITU 35 429819 1Aga1u15D
] [ [~ A a o a o o ] 9 o d‘d 9 dy o
U9 NT)Y MTNUANAIDTUIGIIUIU 17 929819 N5 IFAINUANUHLIIN YU I1UIU
@ [ % o & = o o 1
16 920819 tazmsUsuantlurauazalsz Toa 911U 2 A9
o [ Y [ 1 Y yan o
mMaudamimatausssuaiudiny wu duilalgisnsulansednaznis
U % [ o d' 1 v A as % 1 A ax [
D18NDAAIONYT IUIIUIUNNINY AD NAITAT 14 9210819 5939a9u1ABITASUSVUNUa
o o 1 o I @ o o
U 19 d10819 Tagauisouagesosnilu n1sdsuaniulansedsslon 91udu 12
$79819 MINUANAIDTUIY T1UIU 6 A9813 LATMTAATIUTDAIUIU 1UIU 1 A8
MIulafMmatausIsuauamau numMsndansada 31U 11 620619 Lags
[ o @ 1 ] ] I [ o o
Usvunuila 51 15 @191 Tagausoauegeseamilu msdsuanilulranseilsylon
U 8 F29619 T9IA9NIAD LATMTINUAVAIDTUIY 911U 7 A9
M3 amMITAUTIIUAUNE WUNAITNITOIGNDAAIDNYT 311U 4 4219614
HaznN1sulaniana U 3 A8E19
) [ 9 YA v A I~ 1 9 ]
dimsuanugnaesvesunuilalassiu gIvelianurun guiladiuisonisnen
o A Y Y I ~ o as
ANNNINBIAZD1TNIV95 09 IApgNgnaed Wumidazaalonazdiansodsnmanila
d' v o @ d' Y A Y d' (% Y 9 ] o I d‘
nessnunisurandiloudosmsaemsnudein 1314 wu msudannuvinevesdin “wmn»
a 2 v ' < o oA T 2 o Ay A Yoy 1
ez “an” iudu egalsnay Tuusiedaninuiiu mawinuownguiduladonloas
A = A 4 v o MY 1w v A A A Y a
annsodedrsnedesnilsing luduniiuldedresanunazasudiu ieswindsnlsnguull
) o ' 9 A @ A Ay 1x ' o Y
anvazmmzmMeiausssuaoud 1w vieudsi luldsingeglutmusssuveeduila
A A v o A A g A ° Uy 1 A A A A
NIBINEITOINUAAANWFDNDI0U M1 1H IUAIVITONANAIINITADANNAMUNUIEN
4‘ Y o [ a ~ & a = o @
aaanaeu1l1d d1vsuanuAanaIaN Ny FUAAINNITAANURUIGVDIAINITAIUTITY
Y @ v W 1 = o 1 Y o ¥ o I ~ J Y A ~
auatiuaauny 1y lunsainisuladin “uiu” uag “<duue” fuieaaiutioedioe
o X 2 C L&
Audlovnanua uaz hidensznuasiioviazunuilalaesiu
dy = o w o Y] 1 o 1 Y
UNNT NMTANYIANUHINBYDIMANNNIIAUTTIN I uunazilsznan g8

[

1 Y Ya <= ] o 1 1 A = T 1 Y
G])"JEIGI,W M’JFt]EJWHJfl\1WGJJu’]ﬂ’]ﬁﬂﬂ]’]ilﬁlﬂfﬁl@ﬁﬂflu&ﬁa3%3Ql3ﬁ1ﬂlﬂﬁﬂullﬂﬁ\?Vlﬂ L!@]EN"]YJEJGlW

9 v

= | o v d 1 o A A aad o ' ' a A
lelﬂﬁ]ﬂQﬂ'J']?JHJH?J']ﬂI?Nﬂ']ﬁWWLL@]a%ﬂ’]Wl"ﬁ'ﬂNIﬂﬂﬂUﬁJﬂﬂuﬂ NWAIAN DYTIUYU DNTWANI

M504 AT HIBMTIHIWIVOITAUTITNINABUEN NAIHAABNITAS 1Az VTN

b4
o w

Jausssuvesauludiny endioe199u MIFENFOMIUAAITIN AN 1AL WINTAUAT FIAIN



JuNaINgIas Yn1INeIaeNTag ARLY. (MYLALIMUTITUNOMI AoaTuazsiamn) /151

o tdy Y = Y &1 Y = [ 1 v A W [ d’ 1
TIUATULUIITHUIYDINITUTAIASATIDINUUIULAUDUNU UANAUUUININAIAUNLANA

(% é Y =\ Y 9 = [ d' 1 % o g’/ o
ﬂl!llﬂ mmﬂwzﬂaummgﬂammn%mmmwmmwh‘vmmﬂummammummmmamm

S '

P} A an A 2 A P} A =2 o
U ﬂUTﬂZGD"JfJGlﬁﬁHJ'ﬁﬂLaf]ﬂﬂa'J‘ﬁﬂWﬁLLﬂaﬂlﬁiﬂgﬁiJiJ']ﬂsUu LWﬂiﬁﬁuﬂﬁﬂﬁ@ﬁWﬁﬂﬁumlNﬁ

e

° VY o Yo ¥ 1A o 9 ) Y 2 = A A A o
m@QﬂqﬁlwW@quaUULlﬂaulﬂﬁUELGﬁULﬂﬂgﬂUalUﬂﬁly'WIUQCUCU NIU NITANH UNULANUINYIND

Q

)

(V=N o =S Y Y] 1 A ~ 1 =] a'{ Yo
ﬂizmmmmwwuuamuﬂa GINVIT UDNIVUDIINNHUNUBNIIYINA ANEND U1 Tuwaz a5y
Y] 1 d' aAa 4 9 1
usetuaalalumsunaises varedIn mnm’:"lﬂwumqmﬂumﬂﬁzwmum Tuaiuveg
o Aa v A o o 4 ] o £
UTTIINA RN u,azamgmzuﬂaﬂmuﬁﬂmmazﬂsmmﬂuﬁm ﬁmmwaqﬁﬁﬂqmﬂﬁ%au
= 49! o o A Y R AAA " Aa dy A A 1 goJ
Liawumﬂmmﬂizﬁumimuazmmmwmma@ﬂu cmmrmagmﬂuwummnmqum
~ R o 4 o 1 A A Y I A
NITUYT sam”lﬂmmﬁammamw;mimwmﬂnwmumﬂﬁmﬁm LW’E]GlGHLﬂLli]mﬂaEJu
o . . aa o o [ A a J a . .
WY (turning point) luFInvesnlazns ammz«,uﬂaﬂa WIIAT UOI5IA (Meredith Borthwick)
3’/ o ~ [ =3 v A 1A =W dsl 1 o
UU ﬂizﬁumimmﬂmimﬂﬂmmﬁﬂuazﬁﬂuwmﬁaagmﬂizmﬁ"lm UAIUIDOADNITNN
Y AN A o Y o U o 9 [
wumaamiwminmqmmﬁiuSlumuauu"lﬂqnumma mﬂmms«jumﬂﬂumm"lmuaz
@ I 1 AR A 1 Y dy = A Yo am
SarusssuInelued19d Faliwanonnuanludion msaany msdenldi uazdisud lu

d' a 49! 1 1 Y Y % Y
ﬁiy?ﬂﬂlﬂﬂ"llui]'lﬂﬂ'ﬂulmﬂ@]'l\ﬁg’l’n'l\?ﬁuﬂﬂ‘ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂllﬂﬁ

Y
7. UDIAHBLIUS
2 A~ J < A
1) ﬁﬂ‘leﬂ’)iimﬂiill‘i/liJﬂﬁillﬂﬁﬂWﬂﬂThlWlN“]Ji%L“V]ﬁiJH’]JUﬂThH]l“V]EJ Iﬂﬂlfdflﬂ
A aAa J 1 = é’, 1 =< a Y [
'J‘ii'mﬂ‘iillﬂilﬂTiﬁWilWLﬂuﬂTH1]11/18111ﬂﬂ’31°ﬂu\1ﬂ5\1 ﬂ']‘]Jﬂﬂ‘]Jﬂ1iﬁﬂ1&l1ﬂiﬂﬂﬂ1\1ﬂ1uﬁdﬂﬂ
[ [ ~ 1 [ 1 Yo 1 A = = an A 9y 9
l,l,ﬁ3’3@114‘555%114“])”3\‘]1/]355%1!ﬂiiMlﬁi\lﬂdﬂﬁ1']ulﬂ‘iﬂﬂ1im8llw5 LW@ﬁﬂH1ﬂQﬂﬁ’Jﬁﬂﬂuﬂai%
U 1 ] L= %] 9 = A 1 % ] A
ﬂ1El“l/l’t]@ﬂ’J1ll’ﬂll18]11!lm’d$“lf’NL’J’d1’J1llaﬂ‘]elm$ﬂﬁ1ﬂﬂaﬁﬁiﬂllﬁﬂﬁ1ﬂﬂuﬂﬂ1ﬂuli Lm%f]%lliﬂ@
9
mu,mclﬁ’u,ﬂ@mmummmu
= ¢ A ' o 14 A A o Y o
2) Wuﬂﬂﬂ1iﬁﬂ‘ﬂ11uﬁ1ﬁﬁi@uﬂ U UYs2IAMIEAST N15INDY HIDTIAN Ny
= Y A o ¥ Y1 v a A
MsanEIUMsula u,wammmmmmgw"lﬁ'"lﬂMmﬂaﬂﬂumﬂmmauq Hagvy1gvauLUA
= 9 ' = = = s
ﬂTiﬁﬂ‘hl11/]N@]11!ﬂ?illﬂa@ﬂﬂll“]JlI1ﬂﬂ’J1ﬂ1§ﬁﬂ‘H10\1ﬂTﬁL“I/]EJ“ULﬂENﬂ’JHJﬁﬂJWEJ"UfNﬂT]&HLLﬁg

IAUTTTY



a v v a @
lanius dgysuiing unagluuuauysainsangy / 152

A STUDY OF TRANSLATION STRATEGIES: A CASE STUDY OF “LAI
CHIWIT” BY M.R. KUKRIT PRAMOJ AND “MANY LIVES” TRANSLATED BY
MEREDITH BORTHWICK

NICHANAN TANTHANAWIT 5236076 LCCD/M

M.A. (LANGUAGE AND CULTURE FOR COMMUNICATION AND
DEVELOPMENT)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: DUANPORN KAMNOONWATANA, Ph.D.,
SUJARITLAK DEEPADUING, Ph.D.

EXTENDED SUMMARY

1. Introduction

Kukrit Pramoj was one the most admired and well-known Thai writers of
all time. Many of his works have had a great influence on Thai society and are still
reproduced continuously in many ways, such as, in musical theater and television
plays. And one of his most famous works is Lai Chiwit which was inspired by a tragic
car accident which the writer witnessed during a holiday trip with friends. Lai Chiwit
is the story of 11 characters who all died in a tragic boat sinking accident. All of them
come from the various backgrounds, a monk, a doctor, a prostitute, a bandit, a mother,
a writer, a nobleman, and a soldier. But one thing they share in common is Karma. The
writer also wanted the reader to solve the Dharma puzzle after finishing reading the
book in order to reconsider the reason behind this tragedy that took so many people’s
lives.

The English version of Lai Chiwit was translated by Meredith Borthwick
and first published in 1996 as Many Lives. Meredith Borthwick was an Australian
Asian Studies scholar and first read Lai Chiwit when she was a teenager growing up in
Thailand. On the translator’s introduction page, Borthwick explains that she found it
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difficult to share her experience of Thai literature with others as only a few works of
Thai literature were readily available in English translation. This stimulated her
interest in translation as a means of increasing understanding and bridging the cultural
gap, as well as to present literature as a portrayal of Thai social and economic life in a
particular period.

This thesis aims to study the translation techniques used in translating
cultural terms from Thai into English. The finding of this study may be of value to
cultural translation, and offer solution in dealing with similar translation problems in

the future.

2. Objectives

To study the translation techniques used in translating cultural terms.

3. Space of the Study

The data used in this study was collected from “Lai Chiwit” (12" edition;
248 pages), a novel by M.R. Kukrit Pramoj, published in November, 2010 by Dokya
2000. The English version (first edition; 228 pages) was translated by Meredith
Borthwick and published in 1996 by Silkworm books.

4. Methods

4.1 Topic selection

The researcher has so great interest in translation which is relevant to
social and cultural contexts Lai Chiwit by M.R Kukrit Pramoj was selected as it
describes the various types of people in Thai society and also reflects social change

through each storyline.
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4.2 Literature Review

Firstly, relevant researchers in the field of translation and literature were
reviewed, especially the study of literature translation and the development of Thai
literature, in order to study the general scope of use to develop the outline of this
thesis. Then, theories about translation and culture were reviewed. The major theories

used in this study are Eugene Nida’s “Five Types of Sub-culture” (1964) and
Sanchawee Saibua’s “Translation Techniques of Adjustment” (2007). Moreover data

and resources related to the writer and important social events were also reviewed.

4.3 Data collecting

Nida’s “Five Types of Sub-culture” (1984) was used as a guideline for
data collection. The process followed is shown, in order, below.

1) Read the source text to study the overall cultural data.

2) Read the translated text to study the data and to identify the translation
techniques of the cultural terms.

3) Collect the cultural data and related situation from both the source text

and target text.

4.4 Data checking and Categorizing

1) Categorize the data according to Nida’s five types of sub-cultures.

2) Recheck the data according to the details of each cultural item from
multiple cultural sources.

3) Reconsider the data and adjust the categories according to Nida’s five
types of sub-culture as well as add the anthropological definition to some cultural type

in order to be consistent with the cultural diversity to be found in the source text,

4.5 Translation Techniques Analysis

The collected cultural data was used in the analysis of translation
techniques, along with the translation theories, which included Sanchawee Saibua’s
“Translation Techniques of Adjustment” (2006). Besides the researcher also studied

the social and historical contexts in order to find the reflection through each chapter.
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4.6 Conclusion and Discussion

After studying the cultural and translation techniques, all the results were
synthesized to identify the cultural term translation techniques used and how the
translator solved the translation problems arising from cultural differences. This is

followed by a discussion and suggestion.

5. Results

The result has been divided into 5 categories, according to Nida’s Five
Types of Sub-culture and analyzed by Sanchawee Saibua’s “Translation Techniques of

Adjustment”.

5.1 Translating Ecological Culture Result

1) Literal Translation

Literal Translation is the practice of replacing the Thai words with an
equivalent. It was found that this technique was used to translate ecological term in
Thai to equivalent English words. It helps to make the translation more understandable
to readers and provides a comparable reflection of the local environment.

2) Translation Techniques of Adjustment

This technique does not focus on correcting the target text, but rather
solving the translation problems in order to convey accurate meaning in two different
cultural contexts. The three following techniques were found in translating ecological

culture;

2.1 Descriptive Phrase Addition

Descriptive Phrase Addition is the practice of adding words or
a short phrase to explain the cultural terms. This technique showed that the translator
has a profound understanding of Thai lunar calendar as she was able to translate it
correctly.
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2.2 Descriptive Phrase Modification

Descriptive Phrase Modification was used to convey the
meaning of words. Modification in needed in order to clearly convey the meaning into
target languages. It was found that this technique was used to translate the none
equivalent ecological terms in order to make it more understandable to the readers.
Although some translation did not convey the specific culture meaning due to the
geographical differentiation, the cultural aspects that were lost did not affect the

overall meaning.

2.3 Generalization
Generalization is the practice of replacing the cultural words
with a general equivalent. In this case, the Generalization technique could convey the

overall meaning of the plants but the connotative meaning may have been diminished.

5.2 Translating Material Culture Result

1) Literal Translation

This technique was found to be used to convey the meaning of material
culture which is commonly known in the reader’s culture. However, it was noticed
that the translator also combined another technique to make the literal translation more
understandable to the readers, by adding some cultural words with general equivalent
or modifying the context into the translation in order to convey the meaning more

accurately than using one technique.

2) Transliteration

Transliteration is the practice of converting a text, especially the sound,
from one writing system into another. The most common practice found was a
combination of transliteration and transcription, which is the most practical way of
reflecting the sound of one language when using another writing system. It was found
that the translator also added a word or a short phrase after the transliterated sound to

explain its meaning to the target readers.
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3) Translation Techniques of Adjustment the three following techniques

were found in translating material culture:

3.1 Descriptive Phrase Addition

This technique is used to convey the meaning of the specific
material terms which are rarely known in the reader’s culture. The additional word or
phrase provides more detail about the material terms and makes it easier for the
readers to understand or to imagine the picture of the mentioned item.

3.2 Generalization

The translator used this technique to generalize the specific
cultural meaning in the source text and convey it in an easy way to make it more
understandable to the readers with different cultural backgrounds. However, some

specific cultural ideas were unavoidably reduced or diminished.

3.3 Descriptive Phrase Modification

In this case, modification is needed in order to clearly convey
the meaning into the target text as there were no equivalent cultural terms. This
demonstrates that the translator understood well what the author had tried to

communicate to his readers and could convey its cultural meaning precisely.

5.3 Translating Social Culture Result

1) Literal Translation

Apart from replacing the Thai words with an equivalent, the translator also
created a newly “invented word” in order to solve the problem of non- equivalence at
a cultural level. The context is an important factor to guide the readers to understand

the meaning of this invented word.

2) Transliteration
The translator used this technique to transcribe the sound of the specific
cultural terms and make them more readable to the readers. On the other hands, it is
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still difficult for readers even Thai, to understand the cultural and connotative
meanings, as musical and religious jargons are used. However, it was also found that
more than one translation technique was used to complement the transliterated words
and retain its aim to maintain the important meaning. The translation techniques are

shown below.

2.1 Transliteration and Literal Translation

Sometimes the Transliteration technique alone is not enough to
convey the meaning of words, or some words were too specific for the target readers.
To solve this problem, the translator had to use the “Literal Translation” technique to

complement the cultural words so as to make them more understandable to the readers.

2.2 Transliteration and Descriptive Phrase Addition

This technique is used to convey the meaning of cultural
specific terms which are mentioned more than once. By adding a short phrase to each
transliterated word, it maintains the connotative meaning and makes them clearly

distinguishable to the readers.

3) Translation Techniques of Adjustment the three following techniques

were found in translating social culture:

3.1 Descriptive Phrase Modification

Although the culturally specific meaning could be conveyed
using the Descriptive Phrase Modification technique, thus making it more
understandable to the readers, some examples revealed that the cultural meaning may

have been different from the original due to misinterpretation.

3.2 Descriptive Phrase Addition
The translator used the additional phrase technique in order to
maintain the cultural meaning of the source language and tried to deliver it to the

target readers as clearly as possible.
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3.3 Omission

Omission is the practice of dropping a word or words from
source text in case where the translator is unable to find equivalent word to suitable
for the target text. It was found that, even though the translator chose to use this
technique to translate the text, the overall meaning could still be understood. In fact,

this technique made the translation easier.

5.4. Translating Religious Culture Result

1) Literal Translation

Generally, the translator could convey the meaning of religious terms to
the readers in a practical way which is easier for people who were not familiar with
Buddhism and other spiritual beliefs to understand. Sometimes, however, the
connotative meaning may be reduced or altered as an inevitable consequence of the

cultural differentiation.

2) Translation Techniques of Adjustment the two following techniques

were found in translating religious culture:

2.1 Descriptive Phrase Modification
Although this technique makes it easier to convey the meaning
of religious terms, sometimes the specific cultural meaning may not be clear or

diminished.

2.2 Descriptive Phrase Addition

This technique is used to provide detail to classify the meaning
of religious terms that are unique to a particular culture. It was found that the
additional phrases used in the translation provided supplementary information that
made the target text more comprehendible to the readers.
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5.5 Translating Linguistic Culture Result

1) Literal translation

The translator was able to translate the exact meaning of linguistic terms
found in the source language to target language. However, the cultural was meaning
were reduced as English personal pronouns do not have various forms to identify or
distinguish the speaker whereas Thai personal pronouns have more specific forms
depending on various factors such as social status, age, or relationship.

2) Transliteration

Besides from the combination of transliteration and transcription, it was
also found that the translator used literal translation in order to convey the most
accurate meaning to the sound. The only transliteration flaw found in this context was

that the translator misinterpreted.

6. Conclusion

The result of cultural term translation, categorized to Nida’s “Five Types
of Sub-culture” (Nida, 1964, p.91) shows that the main category represented in “Lai
Chiwit” was material culture. Other categories were social culture, religious culture,
ecological culture, and linguistic culture respectively. Moreover, the researcher
adapted the religious definitions from anthropological studies to fit Nida’s definition
of Religious Culture so as correspond with the cultural data found in the source text
which reflected not just Buddhism, but also the spiritual and supernatural beliefs found
in Thai society.

There were three major techniques used for the literature. The main
translation technique was Translation Techniques of Adjustment, which can be
divided into four methods, namely, Descriptive Phrase Modification, Descriptive
Phrase addition, Generalization, and Omission.

Another two major techniques used were Literal Translation and

Transliteration.
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Overall meaning in the translated version was conveyed correctly. The
translator was able to translate the meaning and mood as well as maintaining as far as
possible, the connotative meaning for target readers. However, some Thai cultural
meaning was lost or altered because of misinterpretation, but this was relatively small
compared with the data as a whole and did not affect the overall meaning of the story.

Furthermore, the study of cultural meaning was related to certain historical
events in Thai society involving political influence, cultural interference, and local
beliefs. These were reflected through meaning changing over time. For example,
regarding the translation of “Yikae”, “Likae”, and “Naj-tha-don-thee” these words
referred to Thai traditional dramatic performance, but each word has a different
connotative meaning depending on time and social context. The researcher also found
that Lai Chiwit was not only inspired by an actual tragic accident, but also some
characters were based on real people living at the actual location where the story is set
and, events recorded according to the writer own experience and memories of the
people who lived on the banks of the Suphanburi river. Furthermore the translator’s
experience as a student in Thailand helped her to interpret the Thai language and
culture references and facilitated selection of suitable language and techniques used in

the translation processes.

7. Recommendations for Further Study
1) A study of foreign literature which has been translated into Thai
language more than once in order to understand not only the translators’ techniques,
but also the different social and cultural contexts influential at the time of publication
2) Holistic research is needed to integrate the translation studies with other
fields, such as politic, anthropology, or digital technology in order to expand the field

of study.
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