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ABSTRACT

179277

Nosocomial pneumonia is a common problem found in head and neck cancer patients,
which can cause suffering and even death. This descriptive study was performed to identify the
relationship between nosocomial pneumonia and risk factors including malnutrition, hand
hygiene, nasogastric tube feeding, and endotracheal Suction. Sample included 54 tracheostomized
head and neck cancer patients in Otolaryngologic Ward I and II, Maharaj Nakorn Chiang Mai
Hospital between September 14, 2004 - January 13, 2005. Research tools consisted of nosocomial
pneumonia recording form and observation form developed by researcher. Content validity was
certified by 5 experts and validity indices were 0.98 and 0.97, respectively. Reliability of
nosocomial pneumonia diagnosis and observation equalled to 1. Data were analyzed using
frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, and point bi-serial coefficient.

Results revealed that malnutrition, hand hygiene, nasogastric tube feeding and
endotracheal suction had no statistical significant correlation with nosocomial pneumonia. This
maybe due to the limited sample size. However, personnel should recognize appropriate practices

to prevent nosocomial pneumonia.





