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Abstract

The study on “I am not the Heartless Mother”: Voices of the Emergency Home 's
Women was a qualitative research. The main objective was to examine the reactions of
women who abandoned their child to the meanings given in the media reports referring
to them as “The Heartless Mother” It also focused on the reconstruction of the meaning
attached to child abandonment by these women. The study used representation theory
and feminism to guide the analysis. It was expected that the study would increase a
better understanding on the situations confronted by the women who had made such a
decision in spite of the presumably known consequences. It was also hoped that the
study would result in changes in the media discourse as well as in societal
understanding on this issue. The methodology used was documentary review and in
depth interviews of unwanted pregnancy cases and women who abandoned their child
with the Association for the Promotion of the Status of Women and Friends of Women
Foundation and were exposed in the media, totaling 22 cases.

The study found that for women abandoning their child, the reactions to their
media representation were diverse. Most of the women disagreed with their
representation as the Heartless Mother. Voices of the women abandoning the child
reflected the confronted pressures leading to child abandonment which included rapes,
family violence, denial of responsibility by the partner, economic status and the societal
structures. The fact that there were women who half agreed / disagreed or agreed with
the representation as the Heartless Mother could be explained by the fact that they are
still oppressed under the prevalent double sexual standard operated in the society, the
family upbringing which fosters pro-life attitudes, the belief in virginity as a virtue and
the social norm of motherhood. It was also found that a more important factor which led
to the acceptance of being the Heartless Mother by the women was the representation
continually reproduced by the media. In fact, what the media do is reflecting the
paradigm adopted by the society which is actually under the influence of capitalist and

patriarchal systems.



However, the result of the study should not be interpreted as that the women
who chose to abandon their child agreed with such action. It was intended to point out
that making decision to abandon one’s child is a difficult process particularly in a
situation where the social norm defines the main role of women as the mother. It also
demonstrated that behind each decision made were the pressures, crises and problems
each woman had to face.

With regard to the redefinition of the new meaning toward the media discourse
on child abandonment, most of the women, under the patriarchal system, mediated
through reconstruction of new discourses from the perspectives of motherhood and of
being a woman .

Recommendations to the media from these women, represented as the
Heartless Mother by the media included the followings : (1) News headlines should be
non-judgmental. (2) Questions on the reasons and necessity should be addressed
directly to the women. (3) Media reports need to be constructive as well as providing
moral support to women. (4) The report should reflect the reasons / rationale of women
and provide empathic understanding towards them without any bias. (5) The media
coverage should include the cause - the woman’s partner. (6) The content should
provide different choices or options for women. Finally, the request by the women was
for changes in the media discourse. Women themselves constructed new discourses to
replace those constructed by the media and the society which responded to the

prevalent capitalist and patriarchal structure of the society.



