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VOCABULARY LEARNING STRATEGIES USED BY LOWER-SECONDARY
STUDENTS: A CASE STUDY OF LAB SCHOOL PROJECT IN MAHACHANACHAI
DISTRICT, YASOTHON PROVINCE

PHANNITA KAEOYONPRASERT 5537182 LCCD/M

M.A. (LANGUAGE AND CULTURE FOR COMMUNICATION AND
DEVELOPMENT)

THEMATIC PAPER ADVISORY COMMITTEE: SINGHANAT NOMNIAN, Ed.D.,
SUMITTRA SURARATDECHA, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate English vocabulary learning
strategies used by lower-secondary students of Ban Khoom School. The participants were 52
students selected by purposive sampling. Focus group interview and questionnaires adapted
from Schmitt’s taxonomy for vocabulary learning strategies (VLS) were employed. The VLS
consist of 5 categories: determination strategies, social strategies, memory strategies,
cognitive strategies and metacognitive strategies. The data was analyzed by using
percentages, means, standard deviation and content analysis.

The results showed that the students used vocabulary learning strategies in five
categories at a moderate level and frequently. The most frequently employed vocabulary
learning strategies were using English-Thai dictionary in determination strategies and asking
friends for meaning in social strategies. Memory strategies, cognitive strategies and
metacognitive strategies were moderately used by students. However, memory strategy was

found to be employed less than the others.

KEY WORDS: VOCABULARY LEARNING / VOCABULARY LEARNING
STRATEGIES / LAB SCHOOL PROJECT
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VOCABULARY  LEARNING  STRATEGIES USED BY LOWER-
SECONDARY STUDENTS : A CASE STUDY OF LAB SCHOOL PROJECT IN
MAHACHANACHAI DISTRICT, YASOTHON PROVINCE

PHANNITA KAEOYONPRASERT 5537182 LCCD/M

M.A. (LANGUAGE AND CULTURE FOR COMMUNICATION AND
DEVELOPMENT)

THEMATIC PAPER ADVISORY COMMITTEE: SINGHANAT NOMNIAN,
Ed.D., SUMITTRA SURARATDECHA, Ph.D.

EXTENDED SUMMARY

1. Significance of the study

Vocabulary is important in learning a second language. However, in the
present learning and teaching process, many teachers still believe that grammar is the
most important to the point of neglecting to teach vocabulary. A number of
researchers have described how major problems in learning English for learners are
vocabulary — based problems including lack of vocabulary knowledge and sufficient
levels of vocabulary, leading is problems with the four language skills which are
listening, speaking, reading, and writing. (Kuhasuwan, 2006; Marttinen, 2008).
Dickinson (1920) states that if learners lack vocabulary as well as an effective way to
increase vocabulary, they will encounter learning failure. Dellar and Hocking (n.d.,
cited in Thornbury, 2002: 13) state that, while supporting the importance of
vocabulary, “If you spend most of your time studying grammar, your English will not
improve very much. You will see most improvement if you learn more words and
expressions. You can say very little with grammar, but you can say almost anything

with words”.
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Given the importance of vocabulary then, it can be concluded that it is
essential for students of English as a foreign language. Students should pay close
attention to finding strategies for learning in order to develop sufficient knowledge of
vocabulary for effective communication (Suwanno et al. 2004). The Department of
Curriculum and Instruction Development (2001) states that a strategy for learning
vocabulary is a form of learning tactic in relation to which the teacher will be a
facilitator, who encourages and supports students in practice in a variety of ways.
Likewise, Yao (2011) points out that the strategy for learning English vocabulary will
help students choose a method that is suitable for them and help improve efficiency in
learning English. In addition, this also helps teachers manage the learning and
teaching process appropriately according to students’ needs. O’Malley & Chamot
(1990) and Tarone (1983) argue that language learning strategies are important tools
in the development of the ability to communicate because learning vocabulary is not
easy for learners in general to be able to acquire the meaning of new words and use
these them appropriately. As a result, learners must be taught or recommended the use
of a vocabulary learning strategies to find the method that is suitable for them.

Because of such problems in learning English, The National Institute of
Educational Testing Service (NIETS) has published the results of an analysis related
to the ability of students in Prathom 6, Mathayom 3 and Mathayom 6 from O-NET
scores recorded in academic years 2011-2013.

Semester Pratom 6 Mathayom 3 Mathayom 6
2554 38.37 30.49 21.80
2555 36.98 28.71 22.13
2556 33.82 30.35 25.35

The above results reflect the study achievement, and it can be seen that
Thai students have problems related to learning English which need to be urgently
addressed. Apart from the fact that O-NET scores indicate Thai children’s problems
in learning English, The New York Times also reported the research findings of

Education First, which ranked the English use ability of 54 countries in which English
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is not the mother tongue. This research was carried out by random sampling of the
population about 1.7 million people worldwide. The results reveal that the 5 countries
with the lowest English competency included Columbia, Panama, Saudi Arabia,
Thailand and Libya (Matichon Online, 2012). Besides, Thailand is ranked 87" in the
world in the World Economic Forum (WEF) Global Competitiveness Report 2014-
2015 behind most other member-countries of ASEAN. Moreover Thailand is ranked
31° for overall competitiveness among the 144 countries surveyed. Within ASEAN,
the Kingdom comes third. However, in terms of the quality of higher education,
Thailand is ranked eighth. (The Nation, 2014)

As Thailand fully integrates into ASEAN in 2015, it is necessary to
develop students’ English language competency at a fundamental level. Therefore, in
order to resolve problems regarding learning English vocabulary, the researcher is
interested in studying the strategies used for learning vocabulary of lower-secondary
students at Ban Khoom School, Mahachanachai District, Yasothon Province. The Lab
School Project has been developed to meet the highest standards with a range of
modern media as well as sufficient technology for students. Emphasis is placed on the
use of information technology and English as a tool to search for information so as to
keep pace with rapid global changes in the future.

The Lab School Project involves schools located in rural areas wherein
people in communities with low income send their children to be educated in order to
gain a better quality of life (Pongwan, 2003). The Ministry of Education (2003) has
determined the following nature of The Lab School Project. The Lab School Project
focuses on schools that have a standard comparable to leading schools with the
availability of professional teachers, administrators and staff, learning place and
environment that are favorable for learning, allowing students to learn joyfully.

Thus, this research seeks to explore the students’ vocabulary learning
strategies used by lower-secondary students in the Lab school project. The results of
this study will help to improve students’ vocabulary learning by teaching them
strategies to be consistent with their needs in order to maximize their competency in

English learning.
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2. Objective
To investigate the vocabulary learning strategies used by lower-secondary
students of Ban Khoom School, Yasothon Primary Educational Service Area Office 1

in Mahachanachai District, Yasothon Province.

3. The process of research

1) The case study research
The participants of this study were 52 lower-secondary students
(Mathayom 1-3) at Ban Khoom School, Yasothon Primary Educational Service Area
Office 1 in Mahachanachai District, Yasothon Province. The participants include:
22 students from Mathayom 1
16 students from Mathayom 2
14 students from Mathayom 3

2) The tools of the research
The tools of the research consist of:
2.1 Questionnaires
The questionnaire is in Thai and consists of three main parts:
1. Background information
2. The questionnaire asks for the participants’
contact information and preparedness to participate in a focus group interview related
to vocabulary learning strategy use.
3. The questionnaire, which is constructed based

on Schmitt’s (1997) framework for vocabulary learning strategies.

2.2 Focus group interview
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4. Data Collection

The researcher started collecting the data from Semester 1, 2014. The
process involved:

1. Coordination with the principal of Ban Khoom School to request helps
in data collection.

2. Coordination with the Mathayom 1-3 teachers for permission to collect
data in the school area.

3. Explanation of the objectives and the process of this research.

4. Handing out questionnaires to the target participants, who were in
Mathayom 1-3 at Ban Khoom School, Mahachanachai District, Yasothon Province.
The researcher first explained the details of the content and offered an opportunity for
students to ask questions before the interview.

5. Appointments were made with the students for the interviews. All
interview data was noted and recorded on digital sound recorder.

6. Analysis of data collected from questionnaires and interviews.

5. The Results and Discussion

The data regarding the students’ vocabulary learning strategies were
obtained from questionnaires and interviews. The results showed that the students
frequently used moderate vocabulary learning strategies in five categories, namely,
determination strategy, social strategy, memory strategy, cognitive strategy and
metacognitive strategy. The most frequently employed vocabulary learning strategy
was using an English-Thai dictionary as part of determination strategy and asking
friends for meaning in social strategy. Memory, cognitive and metacognitive
strategies were moderately used by students, which memory strategies found to be
employed less than the others.

According to the research conducted on English vocabulary learning
strategies, which include strategies for discovering the meaning of a new word and

strategies for consolidating a new word once it has been encountered, it was found
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that the use of the strategies varied under different circumstances. The research

findings of each strategy will be discussed as follows.

5.1 Determination strategy

The finding reveal that determination strategy was the most frequently
employed vocabulary learning strategies group compared other vocabulary learning
strategies. The participants reported using English-Thai dictionaries to discover the
meaning of a new word. According to the interviews, the main reason for this might
be that on English-Thai dictionary can be easily accessed, and definitions provided in
Thai language were easier to understand compared to English-English dictionaries.
The interviews revealed that they could not understand the definition of words, so
they preferred using an English-Thai dictionary.

Additionally, the participants also guessed the meaning from the context,
using an online dictionary website or guessed using available pictures or gestures.

Students placed the most importance on looking up new words by using
English-Thai dictionaries while the use of English-English dictionaries was kept to a
minimum. When developing a lesson plan which requires the use of dictionaries,
teachers should concentrate on teaching their students to use dictionaries correctly
since there are numerous components such as parts of speech, homonyms, prefixes,

homographs, singular and plural nouns, stress, and meaning of the words.

5.2 Social strategy

Social strategy is another vocabulary learning strategy group used
frequently by the participants. According to the questionnaires and interviews, the
participants often asked their classmates for the meaning of new words because they
could learn the new words more conveniently that way.

However, if the participants could choose people to ask, they would
prefer asking classmates who seemed knowledgeable enough to provide them with the
correct word meanings and uses of the word. Additionally, the participants also used
group work activities to discover the new meaning. After analyzing the strategies that
the students used, it can be inferred that students usually worked in groups in order to

discuss. Therefore, when any of them encountered a new word that they did not know,
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they would assemble and brainstorm ideas until they discovered the meaning of the

new word.

5.3 Memory strategy

Memory strategy is moderately employed by the students, but it was
found to be the least employed vocabulary learning strategy group compared to other
vocabulary learning strategies. The most frequently used strategy was grouping words
together. Prefixes and suffixes were found to be the least employed vocabulary
learning strategy. In addition, the reason why students used the memory strategy
might be convenient when trying to study vocabulary, categorizing words
systematically helps build a relation between words and makes them easy to
memorize.

During the lesson, teachers should apply a teaching technique which
encourages students to adopt a memorizing strategy in accordance with their own
ability. It could be seen that students tended to make use of photos to help them
memorize the meaning of the words. Accordingly, teachers should integrate art into
their lesson plans to facilitate the students’ memorization and to enable them to use

both sides of their brains at the same time.

5.4 Cognitive strategy

Cognitive strategy is moderated employed by the participants. In order to
evaluate their vocabulary learning, the students reported using some mechanical
means such as saying or writing words repeatedly, taking notes in class or putting
English labels on physical objects when consolidating vocabulary meaning. Saying
words repeatedly was the most frequently used cognitive strategy. In order to enhance
word memorization, students explained that repeating the same word also helped them
memorize the word. Apart from repeating, rewriting was another strategy they used to
help them memorize the words and also write them correctly. It could be seen that the
strategies they used were concerned with their understanding. They believed that the
more they kept repeating an action, the more accustomed they got to it. To illustrate,

when they kept repeating a word, they would become accustomed to saying that word.
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Meanwhile, when they kept rewriting a word, that word would stay fresh in their
memory.

English lesson plans from the past to the present have mostly involved
learning by heart. That is, students will note down the vocabulary in their notebooks
and go through all of the words again afterwards to memorize them. Interestingly,
most students do this only infrequently, for instance, before they have a quiz or a
dictation test. Therefore, in class, teachers should encourage students to review the

vocabulary on a regular basis to enhance their long-term retention.

5.5 Metacognitive Strategy

Metacognitive strategy was another strategy that was moderately used.
With this strategy, students would plan their own study and also examine their
vocabulary learning to assess how good they had become at memorizing and
understanding the vocabulary. It was also found that there were no significant
differences between the usage rates of the different strategies. For example, they used
a variety of media in the English language such as music, movies, news, games, and
vocabulary quizzes. The reason they played games or used different types of media
was that they could entertain themselves and automatically learn a new vocabulary
simultaneously. Furthermore, they could access them whenever they were free after
school. They could use any types of media or apply any strategies according to their
preferences and furthermore, their friends could also get involved such as playing
games or watching movies. These made them feel relaxed and helped them achieve a
better understanding compared with learning by heart.

Consequently, teachers should use appropriate games in teaching English.
This not only brightens up the atmosphere in class, but it also helps students relax. In
addition, it can encourage them to cooperate, abide by the rules and regulations,
improve their English skills, as well as review the lessons that they have previously
studied.

In conclusion, students applied a wide range of strategies into their
learning and then chose the one that worked best for them. However, they should be
introduced to other strategies for learning English vocabulary both inside and outside

the classroom to promote continuous and consistent learning. Hence, the involvement
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from the family and community could help the Lab School Project become a success
and be the best in the district. The people in the community could help participates

outside class room by volunteering teach students English.

6. Recommendations

The school

The Lab School Project is a project school equipped with advanced
technologies. A computer room and a language laboratory are made available to
encourage English vocabulary learning. It is, thus, the teacher’s duty to ensure that all
equipment is in functional condition. Likewise, teaching aids should always be kept
up to date in order to stimulate students to learn new things. Training sessions should
also be conducted so that students learn how to properly use and maintain the

equipment for prolonged utility.

The staff

Teachers should allow students to have full access to all types of media
and give them the right instructions. In learning English vocabulary, students applied
various learning strategies according to their preferences and proficiency. Hence,
teachers should study each of the English vocabulary strategies thoroughly to be able
to demonstrate its principles and application to students so that they can understand
how each strategy will benefit them when learning English vocabulary.

7. Suggestions for further research

The sample group used in this research was lower-secondary students
from Ban Khoom School which is one of the schools in the Lab School Project. The
purpose of this research was to investigate vocabulary learning strategies. A future
research should be based on a larger group of students from other lab schools within

the same area so that the findings can be used to predict the entire population.
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A further study of students’ achievements after adopting strategies for
learning English vocabulary should be conducted in order to find out which of the
strategies contributes to helping students attain better results.

English-Thai dictionaries were most used in learning English vocabulary,
so future research could potentially address the use of monolingual and bilingual
dictionaries.

Role Play is one of an effective technique for teaching and learning
English vocabulary, aroused the interests of learners, and make the language learning
impressive.

More research methods such as classroom observation should be
introduced because the observation results can indicate the problems of organizing
learning activities and the behavior of each student when learning English vocabulary.
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Title of Project: Vocabulary Learning Strategies Used by Lower-Secondary Students : A Case Study of
Lab School Project in Mahachanachai District, Yasothon Province

Principal Investigator: | Miss Phannita Kaeoyonprasert

Name of Institution: Research Institute for Languages and Cultures of Asia, Mahidol University

Approval includes: 1) MU-SSIRB Submission form version received date 11 April 2014

2) Assent Form version date 7 March 2014

3) Participant Information sheet for Questionnaire version date 7 March 2014
4) Participant Information sheet for Focus Group version date 7 March 2014
5) Informed Consent form version date 11 April 2014

6) Questionnaire received date 7 March 2014

7) Focus Group Guideline received date 7 March 2014

The Committee for Research Ethics (Social Sciences) is in full compliance with International
Guidelines of Human Research Protection such as Declaration of Helsinki, The Belmont Report, CIOMS Guidelines

and the International Conference on Harmonization in Good Clinical Practice (ICH-GCP)

Date of Approval: 17 April 2014
Date of Expiration: 16 April 2015

Signature of Chairman:

(Emeritus Professor Santhat Sermsri)

Signature of Head of the Institute:

soc Prof.Dr.Wariya Chin

Dean of Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities
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