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The objectives of this research were to study the competency of students in
Diploma of Commerce Program in private vocational education institutes in the central
zone 1, and to compare the competencies from the students' self — evaluation, instructors’
evaluation, and the entrepreneurs’ evaluation. The sample group of the research
consisted of 165 persons, 120 third-year students, 15 instructors, and 30 entrepreneurs.
The tool used in the research was the questionnaire (5 levei rating scale) about the
opinions on students’ competency. The statistical methods used for analyzing data were
mean, standard deviation, F-test, and least Significant Difference.

The analysis revealed that:

1. The competency of students in Diploma of Commerce Program in private
vocational education institutes in central zone 1 as a whole was at the high level.
However, when each competency was considered it Was found that knowledge, skills, and
attributes were all ranked at high level. The first 3 competencies in knowledge ranked at
high level were 1) knowledge and ability for choosing the office equipment correctly, 2)
knowledge concerning technology and ability to apply it for a business, and 3) ability to
use application program for business. The first 3 skills at the high level were 1) skill for
using office equipment, 2) skill for choosing and using the office equipment correctly, and
3) skill for basic using of computer. The first 3 attributes at the high level were 1) good
human relationship, 2) polite dressing, and 3) polite manners and speech.

2. Comparison of students’ competency showed that knowledge and skills of
students from self — evaluation, instructors’ evaluation and the entrepreneurs’ evaluation
were different without statistical significance, but students’ attributes from the opinions of
the three groups were different with the statistical significance at .05 level, especially

between those from the opinions of the students and of the instructors.





