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Assumption from Traibhumi Manuscripts
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Type of research Basic research

Subjects (based NRCT) Philosophy (Architecture and Arts)
doufi2 Abstract
This research integrated of three fields: architectural history, Thai architectural
design and Thai paintings. It is the study of Thai architecture through the Thai
paintings in Traibhumi manuscripts of Ayutthaya period. The objectives are to
explore the various characteristics of the buildings that shown in the paintings, then
to analyze those characteristics in order to make the possible assumptions of
architectural forms; for instances the palaces, pavilions, mandapas and house types
in Ayutthaya period, which mostly disappear nowadays. Moreover, the new
characteristics of Thai architecture are explored from analyzed the paintings of
buildings those emerged from the Thai painters’ imagination and environment in
Ayutthaya context. The results of the research show the characteristics of buildings
in Ayutthaya period and lead to better understanding of the Thai painters’ wisdoms
in those days, including the ways of thought, presentation techniques, social values,
ways of living, beliefs and customs of the Ayutthaya people.

The research studied 44 paintings from 4 Traibhum manuscripts by selecting
the building images from the large buildings to the small one. Those can be
concluded in to group as large palaces, small palaces, stupas, mandapas, pavilions
and local people’s houses. All these provided 116 assumptions. The methods are;
firstly, to make copy drawing of buildings’ images; secondly, to draw the possibility
of the architectural assumptions; and finally, to use computer programs (sketch up
and Auto Cad) to create the building assumptions.

Key words: Thai Architecture, Ayutthaya Paintings, Architectural Assumption,

Traibhumi Manuscripts
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