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Part Il Abstract

The research is to study the style of the Prasada type of architecture in Southeast Asian art
especially their relation to the development and the variation of the same kind of architecture in
Indian art. This is also aim to understand the origin, the adoption, the modification of Indian
architectural elements in Southeast Asian art as well as the identities of Prasada type of architecture
in Southeast Asian art.

The study focuses on the details of the architectural elements, from the superstructure to
the basal moldings and the body of the temple as well as the wall-attached miniature temples of
each school of Southeast Asian art before examining the similarities and the differences with Indian
art. The results of the study can be summarized as follow.

1

The Prasada in Southeast Asian art can be categorized by the style of the
superstructure as being inspired by Indian art. The temples found in Southeast
Asia are of various superstructure style, including the flat roof temple, the sloping
roof temple, the wagon-roof temple, the South-Indian fashioned so-called Vimana
superstructure and the North-Indian fashioned so-called Sikhara type. Despite
following the Indian fashion, the detail of superstructure in Southeast Asian art is
quite different from that of Indian art.

The base molding of Southeast Asian art is mainly based on the studded
Vedibandha type of molding in Indian convention in which Kalasa-(torus) molding
is the main plinth. However this base was normally modified and elaborated in
every school of Southeast Asian art, such as the double bases articulation in Pre-
Angkorian Khmer art, the superimposing bases between the Pradaksina platform
and the Vedibandha base in Dvarvati and Central Javanese art.

The pilasters, the projection system and the door of Southeast Asian art are of
quite simplified form of the more-complex Indian ones. For example, the pilaster



becomes simplified into band-typed with the motif band in the middle portion,
the door becomes simplified with the Makaratorana and the Stambhasakha. The
plan of the body became the triple-division system but without the recession
(Salllantara)

4. The wall-decorated miniature temples (Pafjara) of Southeast Asia seem,
surprisingly, to be more elaborate in style than those of Indian art. Mostly
Southeast Asian art locate the Pafjara in the most-important portion of the body
wall to emphasize its significance, different from Indian art.

Key Word: Sikhara, Vimana, Indian Art, Southeast Asian Art, Prasada
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