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AN ANALYTICAL STUDY OF THE ETHICAL CONCEPTS IN THE BOOKS OF THE
TRASAMDUANG LAW

TEEWARA CHAWAPAKVITAYA 4236589 SHES/M
M.A. (ETHICAL STUDIES)

THESIS ADVISORS: WAREEYA BHAVABHUTANONDA NA MAHASARAKHAM M.A., WARIYA
CHINWANNO, Ph.D., SRISURANG POOLTHUPYA, FELLOW OF THE ROYAL INSTITUTE, M.A.

ABSTRACT

This research aims to study analytically the ethical concepts in the books of the Trasamduang Law. It
was conducted by means of qualitative research and by using historical documentary research as well as
analytical descriptive of the ethics.

The study found that the Trasamduang Law was legitimized in the reign of King Rama I, of the Chakri
Dynasty in the early Rattanakosin period. The ethical concepts obtained from the studying of the Trasamduang
Law are categorized in three sides, that is, political side, social, cultural and religious side and economic side.
Those aspects shared the same core principle that is to teach moral ability to the public and to punish the wrong
doers not to be bad example to others in the communities. Socially in turn, the legitimating concentrated on
treating every member in the society equally in order to keep peace and social order.

The conclusion of this research is that it helps us understand the role of the Trasamduang Law in the
early Rattanakosin period which had been used to punish the wrong doers that depends on the changing social
influence. Differences and changes of such influence had been in accordance with the ethical values, social
value, and social environment in that period to obtain controlling result. Nevertheless, it was very hard to
identify appropriate judgement and method used to punish wrong doers in order to achieve the determined goal,
hence the concept and notion of finding the right methods. These are used and served most effectively by
individual consideration according to the tradition and public concern solely. As the matter of fact, conventional
punishment in the Trasamduang Law is now out of date, but some influences remain in the Thais’ ethical

consciousness up to the present déy.
KEY WORDS: TRASAMDUANG LAW/ETHICAL CONCEPTS
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Executive Summary

From the research on the study and analysis of ethical concept that appears in
Trasamduang law, it was found that such law is the law that had been cleared by King Rama I
of the Rattanakosin era. It is the very significant law and can be used as an evidenced to
further search for the Ayuthaya era. According to the Thai history, it had been mentioned the
clear work and the preparation of Trasamduang law of King Rama I of the Rattanakosin era. It
was written in three volumes and being stored in the Royal room, in the Royal dorm, and in
the Royal court. There are 41 books in each volume and each had been sealed of three circles
that are fabulous lion, a fabulous animal having a lion's body and an elephant's trunk, and
glass lotus for all 123 books. Nowadays, there are only 37 left in the Ministry of Justice and
42 books left in the National Library. Other than those books disappear. All these are called
the Royal Trasamduang law and there are secondary volumes without three circles sealed.
The investigation is also different; The Royal ones are investigate by three persons and the

secondary ones are investigated by two persons and written after the latter one for two years.

The origin of Trasamduang law has been mentioned already that in the early period
of Rattanakosin, Thai used Trasamduang law as the norms in social controlling. The reason
why there was Trasamduang law is that due to King Rama I in B.E. 2347 after Bangkok had
been built for 19 years, there was the divorce case by Praya Srithammarat (the Minister of the
Ministry of Finance in such period); he had brought the complaint of Mr. Boonsri who was
the royal blacksmith who accused Prakasem, Mr. Racha-ut who was the royal civil servant
presented to King Rama I on Amdang Noi; Boonsri’s wife claimed to divorce with the gist
that Amdang Pom adulterated with Mr. At and then claimed for divorce with Mr. Boonsri and
Mr. Boonsri did not agree to divorce; however, Prakasem did not consider the complaint of
Mr. Boonsri and yet looked down on Amdang Noi. The jury of the Royal court consulted that
“female can divorce with male” so allowed Amdang Pom and Mr. Boonsri to divorce and end
there relationship as a couple according to the law. And the King agreed to be so. To ensure

the action was in accordance with his order, the King brought the law content into court to see
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usage, it had to be revised. The King then allowed four royal scribes, three juries and four
scholars to clear the investigation law and Thammasat scripture that was the main law from
the case of Amdang Pom. Mr. Boonsri was significant as well because he was the cause to

have new law that was beneficial in the following period.

For this research, the researcher has researched in quality side being based on
historical document using the way of writing by analytical and ethical description; the result is
that ethical concept obtained from the studying of Trasamduang law are three sides as

follows:

1. Political side: the result obtained from the ethical concept, value and attitude that lies
in the rules stipulated in Tot Tava Dueng Sa Kammakorn and the ethical concept of
social members in the Rattanakosin Era that appears in Trasamduang law has
remarkable ethical concept that are adherence to the King, adherence to the religious
institute, revere the gratitude, and abominate the murder.

2. Social, cultural, and religious side: the result obtained from the study of ethical
concept on social and cultural side especially the provision on wrong doing
concerning the property and criminal wrong deed concerning life appearing in
Trasamduang law. On social side, it concerns with the provision of wrong doing
concerning property. Ethical concept obtained from studying the wrong doing
concerning property in the law on thief is to teach moral to the public and to punish
the wrongdoers not to bring others as example in the society and to bring peace to the
society. On cultural side, in the criminal wrong deed concerning life and body,
concept obtained in it concerning life and body is the main mechanics to bring peace

and not hurt others.

The results obtained from the ethical concept in religion is on clemency, it can be
seen that Thai people in the past are generous to one another; for instance, Thai people in the
past would have water jar or jug in front of the house so that the passers-by could drink and

the freedom to believe in any religion.
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3. Economic side: from the result obtained from the ethical concept on economic side
about slavery in the law on slavery and other laws, it can be seen that the law on
slavery and others mentioned the slavery in Trasamduang law of Thailand had been
stemmed from the Tripitaka sufficiently, especially the rules on the economic
protecting the slave and compassion that the master should serve his slavery.
Because of according to the law in Thai society. Thai people hole the Buddhist of

doctrine and Tradition of brahman for the way reading to the folk way.





