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A STUDY OF SOCIAL BOND AND DIFFERENTIAL ASSOCIATION FACTORS AFFECTING
NARCOTIC OFFENSES OF PRISONERS IN NAKHONSITHAMMARAT CENTRAL PRISON

PIRIYA CHEINWICHAI 5137009 SHCJ/M

M.A. (CRIMINOLOGY AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE : SEREE; WORRAPHONG, Ph.D.; CHANKANIT K.
SURIYAMANI, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

This research was to study factors of social bond and differential association
influencing the frequency of drug usage over a week, among 500 narcotic offenses prisoners in
the Nakhonsithammarat Central Prison. Frequencies, percentages, means, standard deviations,
ANOVA (analysis of variance) and MCA (multiple classification analysis) were the statistical
applications for the analysis.

Results revealed that the factors of social bond were at their lowest when the
prisoners had a low level of bonding with their family; their family did not support what they
had done regardless of their jobs, private affairs, or social activities; their family members did
not come to hear their problems, declined to be their advisors, or refused to help them during
their difficulties. This included their religious belief, especially their sin, virtues and
punishment; good deeds and bad deeds, and heaven and hell. Also, it was the belief in
jurisprudence that all human beings were moral, but they had to strictly follow the laws and
fear sentences. When their social bond, their religious belief, and their belief in the law was a
low level, they committed their narcotic offenses more. The prisoners, in the matter of
differential association, associated with many addictive friends, in groups and in gangs, and
when they did they committed their narcotic offenses more. It influenced their frequency of
drug use per week at 38.6% (Multiple R = .386), and co-explained their offenses at 14.9%
(Multiple R square =.149). It was concluded that factors of social bond and differential
association influenced frequency of drug use per week at statistically significant levels
(p < .05).

KEY WORDS : SOCIAL BOND / DIFFERENTIAL ASSOCATION / DRUG USES /
FREQUENCY OF DRUG USES / OFFENSES OF PRISONERS.
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Hierarchical Method
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Total 40379.382 499 80.921

*p <0.05
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MCA
Predicted Means Deviation
i S S
Variable and Category g S -E 3 E S -5 g
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= 1] = < = 7] =) <
< .:t >4 > < .5 >4 >
= = 2 S = s 8 S
= 4 = © = 4 = ©
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- ‘lfl}EJEJ 121 10.33 7.06 2.437 827
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W38 1383350 NaN13398 / 74

4 a d o { a 1 o J o
M1 4.27 : MIAATZATMUINYVBIANUD TumTEnenanaasedlarivodaoiandon

ranaaluiSouiinarauasaisssusssuunauilitedunguinee v Ine (ao)

MCA
Predicted Means Deviation
o E T 3 3 E T 3
Variable and Category N E :§ g 'é ETA ._% :§ g 'E? Beta
E Z 3 3 g 2 % 3
= S & © = £ ©
MINIINAINTINNMINIAN (AD)
- N 138 6.80 7.72 -1.097 -418
AnaFemadFany 247 210
- 1o 120 11.63 11.15 3.731 3.252
- 1thunaw 241 735 727 541 -.623
- WIN 139  5.61 6.17 -2.282  -1.728
SnuieuainiinaeanAn 165 134
- 1o 219  6.25 6.55 -1.643  -1.348
- thunaw 113 8.69  8.63 796 723
- VN 168  9.50 9.16 1.606 1.264
sziamsnseidalunfenan 154 141
Anluraa 3 Uneudeslny
- 1os 383 725 737 -643  -.528
- 1hunan 59 846 791 564 021
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EXTENDED SUMMARY

Background and Significance of The Problem

Today, the problems of narcotic drugs are widely spread in Europe, USA,
and Australia. Southeast Asian region, has, in the past, been the plantation areas of
opium and raw materials for Europe and America only. But the situations have
speedily changed because of the profit from trafficking tremendously enriched and
youth in the locality and communities became the very addicts.

While the nation is transiting from agricultural sector to the industrial
sectors with speed there are changes in economy, politics, social and technology for
more advance. At the meantime, social issues coincide with their progresses, e.g.
narcotic drug problems, deviation, joblessness, surging standard of living. All these
problems affect criminal problems in societies.

Thai societies today shift and are materially developed with speed in
utilities, facilities, communication devices, and public supplies which modernize the
lifestyles and more convenience. At the same time, when people have better life, it is
found that social conditions are deteriorated in quality of life and the spirit of the Thai

people reverses with the material growth. People in societies rivals and welcome
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violence to solve their problems. Countless incidents point out the level of morality
among people which needed improvements (Phra Dahamma Pitaka, 1996).

The narcotic drugs are the victimless crime. It the crime that both parties
are willing to meet one’s need and ready to violate laws. Rationally, in narcotic crime,
the criminals and the victims are willing to commit and the users are satisfied to buy
for uses in order to meet their needs though it harms their health and their mind (Wut
Lhaosunthorn et al., 1993:12).

The problems of narcotic are the social problem and tend to engage
violence and rife with the economic and social changes. Today, nations around the
world especially the developed and the developing countries have to inevitably
encounter narcotic problems. Narcotic dangers not only unleash social and economic
problems but also deteriorate users’ health and destroy tremendous production means
on manpower and capital. The narcotic problems also lead to crimes of drug effect
itself. In addition, it destroys aesthetic culture of societies beginning from individuals,
families, social and the nation, which will be the barriers to the national development
and strongly affect the national security (Division of Narcotics Counter, 1992:1).

In the case of Thailand, the narcotic problems ware counted more serious
than other countries in Southeast Asia because some areas of the country adjoin the
Golden Triangle where drugs are produced and it is one of the most critical areas of
the world routed with Myanmar, Laos and Cambodia. They are the routes facilitating
the narcotic transport through Thailand to the world markets and so much diffused its
trafficking in Thailand though Thailand is not the large production area (Office of
Counter Narcotics, date unquoted :6).

Human behavior is the first factor leading individuals to narcotics to meet
their need regardless being curiosity, seeking new experience, reducing stress and
fatigue or imitation and so on. There are also community belief and values which also
influence the human behavior such as association for entertainments.

Environments are the elements driving or urging individual to use
narcotics since they strongly influence human behavior. If any individual resides in
immoral environment; it affects the individual lifestyle to lack attachment and to
encounter frustration such as oppression from family where family individuals quarrel;

working outside home for daily living and finding no time for children until children
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seek their own ways to solve their problems which is risky to offenses. Narcotics itself
lead to addiction either mind or body and it is easy to buy while its method of uses is
also simple.

The narcotic rife is not only unleashing social problems but also moral
crises. This is seen from the mind of people in societies which is deteriorate daily and
led to various forms of crime daily too. Damages risen directly affect social structure
and are destructive to the nation at large.

The narcotic problems in Thailand are seriously growing. Statistics of
addicts and sued during four years round since 2008-2011are 84,956 case in 2008;
99341 case in 2009; 108,783 cases in 2010 and 161,061 cases in 2011 (Office of The
Narcotics Control Board, 2011).

Conditions and criticality of narcotics in Thailand are growing wild and
complicated for arrestment and suppression especially in the southern regions where
its geography is mountainous, rivers, east coast adjoins the Thai Gulf and the west
coast adjoins the Andaman Sea while its border adjoins Malaysia. Such nature
conveniently allows the southern provinces fit the route of trafficking for small and
large sizes regardless by land through cars and trains and ship by sea and planes by air
to Malaysia, Singapore, Hong Kong, Australia, USA and Europe. At the meantime, the
situations are narcotics are growingly flooding into the southern provinces in
particular to youth, students, university students, labors, and prostitutes who are
enslaved and the number of addicts is growing.

Therefore, a study on social factors misleading individuals to commit
narcotic offense is needed to be conducted and analyzed on their causes in order to
realize and understand the direction to treat addicts correctly and appropriately, to
enable to under causes of the problems, and individual interpersonal with offenders.
The researcher is interested to investigate the social factors so as to gain facts which
will be beneficial to persons involved in solving social problems especially to solve

the problems of addictions.
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Objectives
1. To study factors of social bond affecting narcotic offense among
prisoners;
2. To study factors of differential association affecting narcotic offense
among prisoners, and
3. To seek approaches of prevention and corrections on narcotic offense

among prisoners.

Hypotheses

1. Factors of social bond affected narcotic offense among prisoners in
Nakhonsithammarat Province.

2. Factors of differential association affected narcotic offense among

prisoners, in Nakhonsithammarat Province.

Scope of The Study

In this study, the researcher focused to investigate the factors of social
bond and differential association affecting narcotic offenses among prisoners in
Nakhonsithammarat Central Prison. To meet objectives, the study was scoped with the
targeted population of narcotic prisoners with first offense and recidivists or
reoffenders. This study was focused only with the factors of social bond and
differential association. All the 500 targeted population were narcotic prisoners
imprisoned in the Nakhonsithammarat Central Prison.

Expected Benefits
1. To know factors of social bond among narcotic prisoners regardless
their general attributes about their backgrounds, characteristics of family relation,

residential environment, values, belief, laws, ethics and morals.
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2. To know factors of differential association among narcotic prisoners in
terms of associating with guilty friends, number of friends associated, duration of
association, frequency of association, values and belief of offenses.

3. To know the causes and motivation of narcotic offenses.

4. To know their behaviors and thought of the narcotic prisoners and the
real causes leading to offense would be analyzed to find approaches of preventing and
correcting narcotic problems.

5. Results of the study would be data for persons who were interested to

study the narcotic rife and to be as guide for further solving the problems.

Instrumentation

Questionnaires were the instrument in this study for the data collection and
it was divided into three parts, i.e.

Part 1:  Personal Backgrounds contained gender, age, religion, domicile,
educational highest level, marital status before imprisonment, number of children,
career before imprisonment, income and its source, and drug-use behavior. All the
questions were with multiple choice answers.

Part 2:  Factors of Social Bond and Differential Association contained
family relation, friend relation, workplace relation, commitment, family bond, friend
bond, workplace bond, involvement of social activities, religious belief, law, ethics,
social morals, association with guilty friends, number of friends associated, duration of
association, frequency of association, values and belief of offenses. The measurement
was based on Likert’s Scale.

Part 3:  Questions of ways on prevention and corrections of narcotic
offenses and they were the open-ended questions for respondent to contribute their

opinions.

Statistical Applications
1. Percentage was applied with personal backgrounds distributed in each

item and presented with Tables for descriptions.



o

wRnINeds WrINedoNiiaa FFLY. (@15 INOWAZNUIATITY) / 117

2. Weighting value was applied with opinion by finding the mean in each
response distributed on Likert’s Scale.

3. Standard deviation was applied to spread the weighting value of the
response.

4. ANOVA (analysis of variance) and MCA (multiple classification

analysis) were applied to find the variance value of each mean in each item.

Results

Personal Backgrounds: it was found that majority of the samples were
male aged 26-30 years with domicile in Nakhonsithammarat Province. They were
Buddhists, worked as hired labor with average income of 5,001-10,000 Bath a month.
They earned secondary education, single, had 1-3 children, and cohabited with spouse.
At early age, they lived with their parents. They began their drug uses at 16-20 years
old and used drugs 10 times a week. They had conflict within their family before using
drug. They were sentenced on drug possession for distribution at this charge.

Backgrounds Being the Dependent Variables: factors were the majority
of the samples were the first-timers being sentenced on narcotic cases followed by
11.8% of ever been once sentenced; 7.8% of twice sentenced; 3.4% of thrice
sentenced; and 0.4% of five-time sentenced, respectively.

Social Bond: factors in general were at high level (X = 2.68), detailed
in three parts, i.e. family bond, friend bond and workplace bond.

1. The Family Bond in general was at high level (X = 2.94).

The very high levels of their family bond were “prisoners think their

families were meaningful and important in their lives” (X = 3.58); followed by “sense
on warmness and concerns for their families” (X = 3.40); and “feeling secure and

always trusting family members” (X = 3.28).
The high levels of their family bond were “the family individuals listen to

their problem, good counselors, and helpful when problem rises” (X = 2.76); and
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“spending most of the time with the family and always participating activities with the
family” (X = 2.63).

The low level of their family bond was “family always supports and
encourage what is doing” (X = 1.97).

2. The Friend Bond of the prisoners in general was at high level
(X =2.43)

The high levels of their friend bond were “prisoners think that friends are

very important to their lives” (X = 2.57); “Friends were familiar and intimate with the
prisoners’ families” (X = 2.45); “Friends always understand the problems and needs of
the prisoners” (X = 2.37); and “Feeling that friends concern and care” (X = 2.35).

3. The Workplace Bond of the prisoners in general was at high level
(X =2.58).

The high levels of their workplace bond were “prisoners think being
intimate and binding to their colleagues” (X = 2.69); “Being happy when being in their
workplace” (X = 2.64); “Being part of the workplace” (X = 2.61);”Being satisfied and
proud in the membership bond of workplace” (X = 2.54); and “Friends in the
workplace mutually help and hear problems of each other” (X = 2.42).

Social Commitment: factors in general were at high level (X = 2.37); and

examining by item, they were:-

The very high levels of social commitment were “Prisoners promise with

their families that they will take care and foster their family members” (X = 3.49);
“Attention to find honest and secure career to foster their families” (X = 3.37); and

“Devotion and attempt with utmost ability” (X = 3.31).
The high levels of social commitment were “Promise with their families

that they will be the good for societies and non-involvers of narcotics” (X = 3.17);
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“Works are important” (X = 3.15); “Colleagues’ acceptance is important” (X = 2.90);
and “Interaction with the community members is a duty” (X = 2.79).

Social Activity Involvement: factors in general were at high level
(X =2.65); and examining by item, they were:-

The very high levels of social activity involvement were “Prisoners feel

that social activity involvement is important” (X = 2.79); “ The sense of volunteering
spirit is important and necessary to involve in activity” (X = 2.67); “Feeling being part
of the society requires sacrifice time to contribute to societies” (X = 2.62); “Being
enthusiastic to involve in social activities” (X = 2.60); and “having opportunity to
involve in social activity” (X = 2.55).

Social Belief: factors in general were at high level (X = 3.05) and

examining by item, they were:-

The very high levels of social belief were “Prisoners are shameful when

legally punished” (X = 3.36); “Believing in virtue and sin —benefits and punishment”
(X = 3.19); “Religion is important to life” (X = 3.16); “Believing in good deeds and
bad deeds” (X = 3.11); “Pay importance to alms giving for the poor and animals”
(X = 3.03); “Fear legal punishment” (X = 2.89); “ Believing in the existence of hell

and heaven” (X = 2.86); and “Believing that all are moral and strictly abide in laws”
(X =2.77).
Factors of Differential Association
Number of Close Friends Involved in Narcotics: it was
found that in general there were few number (X = 1.91); and examining by item, they

were:-

Number of close friends much involved in narcotics was

“prisoners have close friends being the narcotic rings in trafficking” (X = 2.12).
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Number of close friends little involved in narcotics was “close
friends being the narcotic-users” (X = 1.94).

Number of close friends least involved in narcotics was “close
friends being the traffickers” (X = 1.67).

Duration of Close Friends Involved in Narcotics: it was
found that in general it was short level (X = 1.77); and examining by item, they

Duration of close friends little involved in narcotics was

“prisoners associate with close friends being the narcotic rings in trafficking”
(X =2.00).

Duration of close friends least involved in narcotics was “close
friends being the narcotic-users” (X = 1.70); and “close friends being the traffickers”
(X =1.62).

Association Frequency with Close Friends Involved in
Narcotics: it was found that in general it was little level (X = 2.00); and examining by

item, they were:-
Association frequency with close friends involved in narcotics

at very frequent level was “prisoners associate with close friends being the narcotic
rings in trafficking” (X = 2.24).

Association frequency with close friends little involved in
narcotics was “close friends being the traffickers” (X = 1.92); and “close friends being
the drug-users” (X = 1.83).

Association Behavior with Close Friends Involved in Narcotics: it was
found that in general it was high level (X = 2.17); and examining by item, they were:-

Association behavior with close friends involved in narcotics at high level
was “prisoners associate with close friends who are the night-life goers” (X = 3.09);

“close friends who are gamblers” (X = 2.50): “close friends who commit crimes, i.e.

murder/attempt murder/assault” (X = 2.15).
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Association behavior with close friends involved in narcotics at low level

was “prisoners associate with close friends who commit property crime, i.e. theft/pick
and run/snatching/robbery” (X = 1.78).

Association behavior with close friends involved in narcotics at lowest

level was “prisoners associate with close friends who commit sexual abuses, i.e. rape/

abuse/underage abduction/gang rape” (X = 1.33).

Test of Hypotheses

The variables of background were controlled using marital status. Then
analyses had been made to find out variables affecting offense. It was found that the
historical records during three years before imprisonment with the external factors
which were family bond, social activity involvement, social belief, and number of
close who were drug-users, which affected the number of time in drug uses per week
with statistical significance at the reliable level.

Testing the relationship between the dependent variable and the dependent
variables under the theoretical framework using ANOVA and MCA, it was found that
the personal background had relationship with number of times in drug-uses, regarding
historical records of narcotic crime before imprisonment by statistical significance at
0.004 level and had relationship with the number of time using drug per week at
14.1%.0ther personal background such as age, educational level, career and income
had no relationship with the prisoners’ offense.

The external factor having relationship with the number of times in drug
uses was the social belief by statistical significance at 0.000 level and had relationship
with the number of time using drug per week at 21. There was a relationship with
addicted close friend by statistical significance at 0.05 level and had relationship with
the number of time using drug per week at 13.4%. There was a relationship with
family bond by statistical significance at 0.03 level and had relationship with the
number of time using drug per week at 9.4%. There was a relationship social activity
involvement by statistical significance at 0.20 level and had relationship with the

number of time using drug per week at 5.3%. Other factors such as social
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commitment, association duration, and association frequency had no influences over

their narcotic crime.

Discussions

The objectives of this study were to investigate the factor of Travis
Hirschi’s social bond and Sutherland’s differential association whether they affected
frequency of drug-uses per week among prisoners or not.

The external factors investigated were social belief involving religion
was important to life; belief of virtue and sin-benefit and punishment, good deeds and
bad deeds, belief in the existence of heaven and hell, pay importance to the poor and
the animals, believing all men were moral and strictly followed laws, fear to legal
punishment, feeling shameful when being legally punished, family bond, feeling
warmness and concerns to family, family is meaningful and important to life, family
always supported and encouraged what was doing, family members hear the problems
and provide good counseling, family help when problem rose, spending most time
with family, always involving with family activities, feeling secure and always
trusting the family members. The social activity involvement were importance of
social activity involvement, enthusiastic to involve with social activities, feeling part
of a society requiring sacrifice to contribute to society, volunteering spirit job is
important and necessary to involve, and opportunity for social activity involvement.
All the above factors had low level. The drug-use frequency was at high level and the
study of their personal background, i.e. narcotic criminal records checked three
months before imprisonment and there was high level of frequency in drug-uses per
week.

With the tests of the hypotheses, it was viewed that the Social Bond
Theory regarding family bond, social activity involvement, and social belief along
with the Differential association Theory regarding number of addicted close friends
affected the drug-use frequency per week among the prisoners in the
Nakhonsithammarat Central Prison by statistical significance at 0.05 levels.
Integrating many factors or many theories could explain offenses of the prisoners as

being hypothesized and question used in the research too.
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The researcher had test the personal backgrounds and found that only the
historical records of narcotic crime three years before imprisonment for prisoner who
had been sentenced before had real influence over the offense given the marital status
as a control variable.

The research results revealed that the narcotic prisoners in the
Nakhonsithammarat Central Prison favored drug uses. The uses were more than 10
times a week (x = 2.15; S.D. = 1.016) and trafficking behavior. Causes might come
from the majority of the prisoner were 26-30 years old when it was the working age
group and the key to their families and earned from their work around 5,000-10,000
Baht a month by average. They had also 1-3 dependent children. Before they used
drug they had conflict in their families and sentenced on narcotic possession for
distribution. With the component of their personal backgrounds, it showed that they
had conflict within their families. It was also seen in their sense of family bond; they
felt that their families were meaningful and important for their lives, which included
the sense of security and always trusting their family members. Such feeling of bond
affected their offense and their social activity involvement regarding volunteering
spirit or special religious occasions, principle of Dhamma and teaching which refined
their mind and principles of laws which regulated for social co-existence. When they
ignored the belief and social norms; they had over free time. And when there were
conflict and family problems, it made them distracted and sought way-out by drug
uses. In addition, they had their historical records on narcotic offenses before; there
was high risk to return to drug-uses because of familiarity in the past on wrongly
solving the problems. Upon arriving at their normalcy, the wrong solution of the
problems returned to the same cycle.

These were truth and corresponded with Hirschi’s Social Bond Theory and
Sutherland’s Differential Association Theory. The test of the hypotheses applying the
Social Bond Theory involving the family bond, social activity involvement, and social
belief affect narcotic offense by statistical significance. It was also corresponded with
and coincided in the research principles that this theory was focused on bond or
attachment, adherence or intimacy with others which were counted important. Since
bond needed a process to empower the mind and ready to control, to break, retard,

inhibit and forbear not to allow one to commit mistake. If such bond deteriorated;
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human being tended to make mistake more. Hirschi contended that when individual
made mistake, it was there was poor bond with other or it is a collapse ( Charnkanit
Kritaya Suriyamani et al, 2010:24).

Family bond, by testing the hypothesis was corresponded with the
principle that when there was stronger family bond; there would be less committing
mistake and vice versa. Hirschi viewed that parental bond was the most important
(Hirschi, 1968:86 cited in Charnkanit Kritaya Suriyamani et al, 2011). Absence of
parental bond; other bonds would be affected. This bond reflected the process of
spiritual refinement in humans to accept social norms, morals, and integrities to
behave according to the social; rules. All these refinements came significantly from
the parental or guardian fostering. It was observed from the prisoners felt the
warmness and concerns from their families; the family members were meaningful and
important to their lives; their family members listened to their problems and were
good advisors ready to help if problems rose; they felt secure and always trusted their
families. These were corresponded with the studies of Patricia, Voorhis et al. (1988)
on “The impact of family structure and quality on delinquency: a comparative
assessment of structural and functional faceless”. They found that weakness of social
among juveniles came from family relation. For example, absence of warmness from
the family, no attentiveness to children, broken home, family conflict, child sexual
abuse in the family. In addition, relation with friend group and school relation were
factors help predict offenses among children.

The social activity involvement by test of hypothesis revealed that
individuals with less involvement in social activities would commit mistakes more and
vice versa. It met the principle that humans if involved with social practices such as
sports, recreation, religious rites, volunteering spirit, and social works. If individuals
dedicated to do good things or deeds as in the social norms; they would have no time
to commit mistakes or to think about committing mistakes because time and energy
were so limited and humans could not many things at the same time (Hirschi, 1968:22-
23 cited in Charnkanit Kritaya Suriyamani and Unisa, 2010). It was seen that
individuals dedicating to activities or activities accepted by society would minimize
opportunity or halt individual to offend in a way. Sutherland also asserted on this truth.

He postulated that schematic behavior accepted by society consumed time of
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individuals which protected individual not to have time to associate with or involve
with offended behavior ( Matsueda, 1982:490).

Testing hypothesis using the social belief was in the same direction and at
high level like the social activity involvement. Individual with weak social belief
would offend more and vice versa. Conviction in social rules and regulation, faith in
religion, and virtues of humans in society could halt human offenses. Hirschi viewed
that such believes in each individual were dissimilar and different. Some had strong
beliefs while some had weak ones. Those having strong beliefs would have
opportunity to offend less than people having less belief (Hirschi, 1969:23-26 cited in
Charnkanit Kritaya Suriyamani, 2011). Accepting the social values and norms
involved also accepting morals and ethics because humans believed that laws were
righteous and could be breached. So, they did not offend (Dekeseredy and Schwartz,
1996:220). Hirschi added that having belief or accepted the social norms was the
acceptance or belief to disagree with violating laws(Hirschi, 1969:220 cited in
Charnkanit Kritaya Suriyamani and Unisa, 2010). Rationally, all the social norms or
rules were defined for common adherence. Therefore, violating them was violating the
common meaning of the society or ating opposite to the motive and expectations of
other people in society (Hirschi, 1969:18 cited in Charnkanit Kritaya Suriyamani,
2011). This was witnessed in the opinion of sin, virtue, benefit and punishment, good
deeds, bad deeds or shamefulness of punishment which were at high levels. It was
corresponded with the study of Terrence Hill, et al (2009) on “Religious Involvement
and Adolescent Substance Use”. They found that involvement in religious rites
leveraged the physical health and mind of adolescents. They adhered to families more
and reduced risks of substance uses.

Differential Association by testing the hypothesis affected narcotic offense
among prisoners. It was corresponded with the theory which claimed that key
mechanism to involve with crimes or deviance would certainly relate or associate
differently to social conditions where members favored to offend or to have deviant
behavior. Causes of associating different individuals came from anomie and social
conflict. Deviance had to be learnt for each other through face-to-face communication
with the intimate ones who had involved with deviation and crime which violated

laws. In addition, learning about deviance required to learn techniques how to offend,
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applying motivation and neutralization so that the offense would be achieved. This
included defining the right and the wrong according to laws. Ability to learn how to
offend depended on individuals under their social environments and social refinement.

Sutherland paid attention to the structure of association of each group in
communities where there were supports to offend or to follow the social practices and
norms regarding traditions, customs and cultures rather than to view the influences of
the deteriorated environments which influence offense. It included values and belief of
the previous offenders conveyed or cultivated those who interacted and associated
with them to absorb their values and interest with the favorable belief until they were
finally developed into offenses. The absorption came from a face-to-face learning
during association with offenders and this learning was about methods and techniques
to offend and the motivation which pushed and drove to rationally offend (Charnkanit
Kritaya Suriyamani, 2011). It was corresponded with the study of Akbar Aliverdinia.
(2007) on “A First Glimpse at Narcotics Offenders in an Islamic Republic A Test of
an Integrated Model of Drug Involvement Among a Sample of Men Incarcerated for
Drug Offenses in Iran”. He found that the Social Control Theory, the Differential
Association Theory, the Social Learning Theory and the Self-Control Theory
explained model of narcotic offenses in Iran. Results displayed that the Differential
Association Theory and the Self-Control Theory were significantly active directly to
the decision-making in narcotic offenses whereas bond, involvement and belief had
indirect effects and they were just the catalysts. Offenses relied on personal thinking in
decision-making (Akbar Aliverdinia, 2007:27-44). Similarly, the study of Cesar J.
Rebellon (2012) on “Differential Association and Substance Use: Assessing the Roles
of Discriminant Validity, Socialization, and Selection in Traditional Empirical Tests”
explained in the same direction. Decision-making of substance uses among the
American youth was from the personal perception and peer influence but they little
affected the drive to offend only (Cesar J. Rebellon, 2012:73-96).

Recommendations For Preventions and Solutions
The narcotic prisoners recommended many solutions classified into levels

of children, youth, family, and community. It began with the community members had
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to be the watch dogs to strengthen their community and be secure from narcotics.
Activities should be organized to promote knowledge of narcotic dangers focusing on
youth group in their community applying moral principles to refine and to reinforce
their mind to adhere to the law frame as well as to implant their integrity especially to
be selective to associate with friends and prioritize their family ins5titution.
Rationally, it was the key institution to immune narcotic problems. Also, community
should always concentrate on instructions of moral and ethics within family,
community and organization adhering to the sufficiency economy. Youth should have
opportunity to express their thoughts, ability, activity exposures, sports and games and
confidence in their liberal activities with reserved intervention their expression and
opinions.

Opinions on the government offices- it is necessary to amend and improve
from within the prison to outside the prison. At the moment, narcotic rings have been
expanded within the prison and the state is demanded to separate the narcotic prisoners
from common prisoners to block their network in the prison. Rigid laws must be
enforced upon the users, traffickers and producers to threaten punishment particularly
the current punishment to the users is short-time rehabilitation of six months or of a
year only. It should be changed to severe punishment or execution. If severe
punishment is imposed, those thinking to use will fear and withdraw. When there are
no users or reduction of users; the retail traffickers and big traffickers cannot sell and
finally abandon the trafficking themselves. Such recommendation is rationalized that
users and retail traffickers are low income earners, youth, students, university students,
non-clientele or teammate who are government officials distorting the state power for
the cases. Significantly, values of the arrested narcotics must not be on press release
since it entraps the retail traffickers who struggle to earn their living for their families.
It is also necessary to train the offenders for not enter recidivism. The government
must solve the right problem of economy which is the key for those daily wagers with
insufficient income and have to turn to trafficking to raise earning for their families.

Admission of personnel for government agencies must trace theory
historical records particularly for those working in the counter narcotics since it
involve with tycoon of trafficking. Corrupted officials must be crushed including the

local politicians, national politicians who are involve in narcotic networks. There must
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not be discrimination of parties. Significantly, the national narcotic problems are the
police who deploy narcotics as tools to induce and persuade users to be their agents for
their performance. Finally, police sell it themselves and confiscate it as material of
dispute to be passed to their own agencies. This includes police who transport
narcotics from borders to cities by using the government vehicles and deploy the
network police to guide the routes to avoid check-points and arrestment. If serious
solution needed, all parties must cooperate to suppress without self-interest and party-
interest. If such thing happens, narcotic problems would subside.

Recommendations From The Study

1. The family institution is key to build and to develop individual behavior
beginning from intelligence, emotion, physical expression, physical and personality
development, fostering affection, warmness, mutual understanding, training, fostering
family members, cultivating right values for children and youth especially the
principle of sufficiency economy, supports and promotion f activities and games
where children pay full interest. These can well prevent social problems. When the
family institution perfectly fulfills its functions, it helps the family members especially
children and youth on their behaviors and proper personality, maintains self-
confidence, ability to solve problems and never turn to narcotics. But present societies
over prioritize materialism which sharpens and welcome risk to create problems to
families. If the family institution had been reduced its importance or attention, it
created both family and social problems immediately.

2. The social institution is another key to prevent social problems. The
attitudes of viewing offenders at the moment are stigmatization especially to the
alleged. By laws, they are still innocent but society has already stigmatized them
though yet to be by court verdict. They were sanctioned and close door completely.
Societies should deviate their attitudes and allow opportunity for them to be converted
to the good persons, opportunity for activity involvements either public works, or
religious rites, or games. These opportunities help prevent recidivism.

3. The government must prioritize narcotic counter seriously, wipeout

production hubs, cut-off routes to cities and assembly of narcotics where it is spread.
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This includes suppressing and punishing government officials, politicians, influential
people, celebrities and singers seriously without discrimination of members and
parties or party’s gains. Another important one is to classify the narcotic prisoners
from other cases to percent networking in prison because at the moment most narcotic
networks rise in prison particularly prisoners on point of release who are subject to
narcotic victims in prison. Most of them after release would be shut down to
opportunity for job placement, neighbor association, and stigmatization. When they
cannot enter as part of a society, they will turn to recidivism with trapped into the

narcotic network inevitably.

Recommendations For Further Studies

1. Qualitative researches should be conducted because drug uses of the
prisoners have more factors and problems. The qualitative researches would provide
deeper details and understand problems in deeper details.

2. Comparative researches should be conducted to find differences of
social factors and mental factors affecting narcotic offenses among prisoners.

3. Factors affecting recidivism should be investigated among prisoners.
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