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Avian influenza is currently an important emerging communicable disease which tends
to be epidemic in all countries. The objectives of this cross-sectional descriptive study were to
determine knowledge, attitude, practice and related factors of avian influenza prevention among
people raising poultry in the area with and with out case reports under surveillance in Lopburi
province. The sampled populations were 456 households selected by multistage sampling
technique. They were divided into two groups based on case reports under surveillance.
The data were collected by questionnaire interview from November to December 2006.

The study revealed that most of the samples were male with the median age of 50 years.
More than 80% completed primary school, 46.3% were agriculturists, and 84.3% were married.
The median monthly income was 3,000 baths. Seventy nine percent of the samples raised the
local chicken and 63.6% raised by a cage-free method. The overall knowledge of avian influenza
was in the moderate level (41.9%) the overall attitude of avian influenza was in the good level
(52.4%) whereas the overall practice of avian influenza prevention was in the moderate level
(49.7%). The samples who lived in the area with case reports under surveillance had knowledge
and attitude of avian influenza in the good level (65.4% and 65.4%) but the risk of acquiring
avian influenza by practice was in the mild or moderate level (46.3%) whereas the samples who
lived in the area without case reports under surveilance had knowledge, attitude of avian
influenza, and practice of avian influenza prevention in the moderate level (60.5%, 57.3% and
52.9% respectively).

There were statistically significant association between knowledge of avian influenza
(p<0.05) and age, education, career, marital status, income, raising of chicken, raising of bird,
methods of raising poultry, history of iliness, and area with and without case reports under
surveillance. Attitude of avian influenza was significantly associated with career, marital status,
income, methods of raising poultries, history of iliness, and area with and without case reports
under surveillance (p<0.05). Practice of avian influenza prevention was significantly associated
with career, marital status, income, methods of raising poultry, history of iliness, and history of
contact il or died poultries(p<0.05). There were statistically significant association among
knowledge, attitude of avian influenza, and practice of avian influenza prevention (p<0.05).

in conclusion, education of avian influenza and its prevention should be implemented
both in the area with and without case reports under surveillance to increase awareness and
proper practice in prevention of avian influenza.





