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Abstract

The objectives of this research were study to: (1) personal factors, social factors, and
economic factors affecting political participation of village committee members in Mae Taeng District,
Chiang Mai Province; (2) political participation of village committee members in Mae Taeng District,
Chiang Mai Province; (3) the relationship between personal factors, social factors, and economic factors
and political participation of village committee members; (4) the problems of and obstacles to political
participation of village committee members; and (5) possible solutions to those problems.

The sample were 336 members of the village committee in Mae Taeng District, Chiang
Mai Province. The research tool used was a questionnaire. Data were analyzed using percentage, mean,
standard deviation and Chi square.

The results showed that: (1) the majority of the sample were males. The greatest number
was in the 45 — 54 age range and was educated to the level of primary school or lower. Most were
members of village fund but were not group leaders. Most were private sector employees and earned
3,000 - 5,000 baht a month; (2) the samples had the most frequent level of political participation in
terms of voting. They had a frequent level of participation in terms encouraging others to vote and
keeping abreast of political news. They had a medium level of participation in terms of discussing
political matters and joining political activities. They least frequently participated in terms of contacting
politicians or political officials; (3) the factors of educational level, being head of a group, income, and
origin of village committee member status were related to political participation to a statistically
significant degree at the level of 0.05; (4) The most significant problem with political participation was
contacting politicians or political officials; and (5) The recommended ways of solving the problem are

to encourage' citizens to vote and to contact politicians or political officials.

Keywords: political participation, village committee members, Mae Taeng District, Chiang Mai
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