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CREATIVE WORKS OF KRUNGTHEPMAHANAKORN THAI CLASSICAL
MUSIC BAND’S VOCALISTS

ONNICHA ATCHANAKUL 5337949 MSMS/M
M.A. (MUSICOLOGY)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: NARONGCHAI PIDOKRAJT, B.Ed., M.Ed.,
M.A., Ph.D., ANAK CHARANYANANDA, M.M., Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

This research, on the creative works of Thai classical vocalists of the
Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band, is a qualitative study aimed to
investigate the biography and works of Thai classical vocalists of the
Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band and their creative works.

Findings from the research suggest that, to date, there are 10 Thai classical
vocalists of the Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band including Kru
Anong Saengyon, Kru Boonchu Rodprasit, Kru Kanya Rohitajol, Kru Bu-nga
Narkplang, Kru Wimol Pheyphaoyen, Kru Suphangpak Kaewkranok, Kru Prasit
Wongnil, Kru Tussanevan Kumsiri, Kru Kwandaow Punyalaphatsakul and Kru
Chanudit Ketchara and each of them has produced talent and expertise in Thai vocal
music.

Based on their function as a vocalist of the Krungthepmahanakorn Thai
Classical Music Band, their works can be referred to in 3 aspects including
composition work, performance work and promotion and dissemination work. Such
creative works reflect their role and duty as a vocalist in the Band both directly and
indirectly.

With respect to their composition work, there were 6 Thai classical
vocalists of the Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band who could be
referred to for their outstanding works including Kru Anong Saengyon Kru Boonchu
Rodprasit Kru Kanya Rohitajol Kru Bu-nga Narkplang Kru Wimol Pheyphaoyen and
Kru Chanudit Ketchara. Creative works were produced in 3 patterns including melody
composition, lyrics composition and musical arrangement. These works largely
originated from the assignment given by the master of the Krungthepmahanakorn Thai
Classical Music Band at that time and all of them have continued to be performed by
the Band until today.

KEY WORDS: CREATIVE WORKS/ THAI CLASSICAL MUSIC BAND’S
VOCALIST/ KRUNGTHEPMAHANAKORN THAI CLASSICAL
MUSIC BAND
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CREATIVE WORKS OF KRUNGTHEPMAHANAKORN THAI CLASSICAL
MUSIC BAND’S VOCALISTS

ONNICHA ATCHANAKUL 5337949 MSMS/M

M.A. (MUSIC)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: NARONGCHAI PIDOKRAJT, B.Ed., M.Ed.,
M.A., Ph.D., ANAK CHARANYANANDA, M.M., Ph.D.

EXTENDED SUMMARY

Introduction

Creative works reflect knowledge and idea obtained through learning
process and precipitated with feeling, experience, emotion and imagination. They are
then delivered in the form of work or piece of work that can demonstrate personal
identity and at the same time create something new such as knowledge, theory and
innovation; leading to development of organization, society and the nation.

Music is seen as a fruit of creation by human being. This creative work
originates to respond to the need in our way of life. This is particularly true when we
find a lot of involvement of music to human life from cradle to grave. Music also plays
an important role in growth of emotion, mind and wisdom. We can say that music is
integrated in the social and mentality essence whether it comes from any part of the
world. Thailand also has its own music style called Thai classical music.

Thai classical music is one of the precious heritages of the nation through
the development from generation to generation and it has finally become music
civilization. It can well reflect Thainess or Thai identity that people can be proud of.
Thai classical music is created to serve way of life of people of the Thai society. One

Thai classical music band comprises musicians and vocalists who will communicate
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each song through their performance and singing in certain formality which still exists
until the present day.

Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band is subsidiary to
Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA) and assigned with the function for
continuing and promoting national arts and cultures. It is indeed a well-established
governmental unit with interesting background. It was founded in 1963 by Mr.
Chamnan Yuwaboon, a lordmayor of Bangkok Municipality at that time with the view
of appreciation of national arts and cultures, this band can also serves other social
functions e.g. welcoming performance for distinguished and royal guests from other
countries, teaching music teachers in order to pass on knowledge to students in the
schools affiliated to BMA etc. In addition, Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical
Music Band is a home for music instructors, highly-regarded musicians and vocalists.
As a result, Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band can obtain reputation at
national level and is praised for its contribution to Thai classical music. Its 3 music
instructors are awarded as national artist including Kru Boonyong Katekong, Kru
Boonyung Katekong and Kru Phinit Chaisuwan each of which is regarded as a master
in Thai music.

For each Thai classical music band, vocal music is a crucial element
having been developed side by side with Thai classical music for its important role in
boosting aesthetic appreciation. Vocal music refers to knowledge on singing in
methodical, beautiful and delicate manner. Thai classical vocalists will present this
cultural heritage and fulfill the completeness of Thai classical music band. Through
his/her performance, lyrics and rhetorical language are interpreted to create touching
and sentimentality with that given song. It can be said that Thai classical vocalists
fulfill the completeness of musical communication, that is, musicians and vocalists
send out the message comprising musical language and vocal language while the
audience is a message receiver. This is a magical thing the Mother Nature gives it to
some persons but not all to have this gift.

Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band’ vocalists are the group
of renouned persons holding expertise in singing Thai classical song. According to the
background of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band, there were 10 Thai

classical vocalists including Kru Anong Saengyon, Kru Boonchu Rodprasit, Kru
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Kanya Rohitajol, Kru Bu-nga Narkplang, Kru Wimol Pheyphaoyen, Kru Suphangpak
Kaewkranok, Kru Prasit Wongnil, Kru Tussanevan Kumsiri, Kru Kwandaow
Punyalaphatsakul and Kru Chanudit Ketchara each of which is well respected as
talented and unique vocalist. Apart from singing for Krungthepmahanakorn Thai
Classical Music Band, they are also assigned with many other functions requiring skill
and experience especially in creating work suitable for each assignment.

According to the background mentioned above, the author is interested in
studying “creative works of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band’s Thai
classical vocalists” to be used as a guideline for practice by Thai classical vocalists

and contributed to conservation, disesmniation and succession of this cultural heritage.

Objective

1. To explore biography and works of Thai classical vocalists of
Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band.

2. To review creative works by Thai classical vocalists of

Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band.

Expected Benefits
1. Findings from the research will contribute to academic knowledge for
Thai Classical Music.

2. Conservation and dissemination of Thai vocal music.

Scope

Scope of the study content is limited to those Thai classical vocalists of
Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band who were in active function during
1963-2013.
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Scope of personal information focuses on 2 groups of person: 1) persons
involving Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band and 2) Thai classical
vocalists of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band.

Scope of music band is limited to Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical
Music Band, Thai Classical Music Working Group, Music Division, Bureau of
Cultures, Sports and Tourisms, Bangkok Metropolitan Administration.

Basic Assumption

The research on creative works of Thai classical vocalists of
Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band exclusively investigates works
created during the period Thai classical vocalists were in active function as vocalists
for Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band during 1963-2013.

This research refers to Thai classical vocalists and musician of

Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band as “Kru”.

Research Methodology

The research on creative works of Thai classical vocalists of
Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band is a qualitative study based on the
approaches provided by ethnomusicology. Data collection is carried out following

steps below:

Initial Planning
To make an intial plan, the researcher conducted literature review and

survey as follows:

Literature Review
The researcher obtained information from resources provided by academic

institutions and government agencies as follows:
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1. Library and Knowledge Bank, Mahidol University

2. H.R.H Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhon Music Library, Mahidol
University

3. Bangsue Tiny Library, College of Music, Mahidol University

4. Library of Research Institute for Languages and Cultures for Provincial
Development, Mahidol University

5. Central Library, Srinakharinwirot University

6. Library of the Faculty of Fine and Applied Arts, Chulalongkorn
University

7. Academic Resources Center, Chulalongkorn University

8. Music Division, Bureau of Cultures, Sports and Tourisms, Bangkok
Metropolitan Administration

9. Office of Academic Resources, Songkhla Rajabhat University

10. Central Library, Thaksin University

11. Library of the Institute for Sourthern Thai Studies, Songkhla

12. Office of the University Library, Kasetsart University

Initial Survey

To carry out initial survey, the researcher chose the area for field operation
which is the Thai Classical Music Working Group, Music Division, Bureau of
Cultures, Sports and Tourisms, Bangkok Metropolitan Administration. Data collected
include general condition and details of music and artist which revealed that there are
10 Thai classical vocalists of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band; 4 of
which are in active function while the other 6 have already retired. The initial survey
also suggested that 2 groups of person should be interviewed with, namely, Thai
classical vocalists of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band and persons
involving Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band.

List of Thai classical vocalists of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical
Music Band:

1. Kru Anong Saengyon (Sithaiphan)

2. Kru Boonchu Rodprasit (Thongchua)

3. Kru Kanya Rohitajol
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Kru Bu-nga Narkplang

Kru Wimol Pheyphaoyen

Kru Suphangpak Kaewkranok
Kru Prasit Wongnil

Kru Tussanevan Kumsiri

© o N o g b

Kru Kwandaow Punyalaphatsakul
10. Kru Chanudit Ketchara

Selection of Study Area

According to initial review, the researcher could designate 2 study areas:
Thai Classical Music Working Group, Music Division, Bureau of Cultures, Sports and
Tourisms, Bangkok Metropolitan Administration and residences of Thai classical
vocalists of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band; to get the input for the
study on creative works of Thai classical vocalists of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai
Classical Music Band.

Field Data Collection
Field data collection for the research on creative works of Thai classical
vocalists of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band was conducted through

the interview and observation by the researcher as follows:

Interview The researcher applied both formal and informal interview.

The formal interview was conducted when the researcher needed in-depth
information such as details of creative works etc. This kind of an interview requires
that the researcher prepare questions in advance and make an appointment with an
interviewee through official letter issued in the name of Mahidol University giving
details of this research and seeking for consent to participate in this study.

Informal interview is conducted by the researcher without having set
questions. The interview covered general issues relating to the research such as general

context of the interviewee relating to the research title etc.
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Observation The researcher applied participant observation by joining
acvities held by Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band e.g. guru worship

ceremony etc. in order to get better understanding.

Research Instrument

Questionnaire was used for formal interview. Questiones were set to meet
the objective of the study and draw information relating to creative works of Thai
classical vocalists of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band.

Data Manipulation

The researcher manipulated data obtained from literature review and field
data collection by categorizing them as follows:

Data from literature review relating to Thai classical vocalists of
Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band

Field data were categorized based on the objective of the study as follows:

1) To explore biography and works of Thai classical vocalists of
Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band.

2) To examine creative works of Thai classical vocalists of

Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band.

Data Validation

The researcher validated data by having them tested with following
methods:

1) Field data was validated to find the link with such data obtained from
literature review and related materials.

2) All data were manipulated and then asked the informant to correct them

again.

Data Analysis
The researcher analyzed such validated data according to following points:
1) Biography and works of Thai classical vocalists of

Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band: The researcher analyzed data
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obtained from literature review and field data gained from interviewing with informant
while historical concept and theory was applied to clarify given points.

2) Role of Thai classical vocalists of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical
Music Band: Tthe researcher analyzed field data obtained from interviewing with
informant by applying structural-functional concept and theory to describe the points
in concern.

3) Creative works of Thai classical vocalists of Krungthepmahanakorn
Thai Classical Music Band: The researcher analyzed field data obtained from
interviewing with informant by applying diffusion concept and theory and creativity

concept and theory.

Summary

Data from the analysis were then summarized and categorized according to
2 objectives of the study: 1. To explore biography and works of Thai classical
vocalists of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band. 2. To examine creative
works of Thai classical vocalists of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music
Band; in order to validate information integrity again before moving to the next step of

data presentation.

Presentation

The researcher used analyzed data for compilation based on research
objectives and presented them in the form of descriptive analysis as follows:

1) The 1* objective was presented in Chapter 4 Thai classical vocalists of
Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band.

2) The 2" objective was presented in Chapter 5 Creative works of Thai

classical vocalists of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band.
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Summary of the Study on Thai Classical Vocalists of

Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band

Upon the research on Thai classical vocalists of Krungthepmahanakorn

Thai Classical Music Band, the researcher could summarize it into 3 points as follows:

Background and Development of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai
Classical Music Band

Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band is a Thai classical
music band subsidiary to Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA). Founded in
1963 as initiated by Mr. Chamnan Yuwaboon, a mayor of Bangkok Municipality at
that time, the band was expected to promote Thai classical music and performance and
it was named at the beginning as Bangkok Municipality Thai Classical Music Band
and then changed to the current name Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music
Band. (Bureau of Cultures, Sports and Tourisms, Bangkok Metropolitan
Administration. 2556: 1)

Up to now, there are 9 masters of Thai classical music band including Kru
Pring Dontrirot, Kru Boonyong Katekong, Kru Phinit Chaisuwan, Kru Suchint
Sifuengfung, Kru Yot Phonkerd, Kru Chana Chamnirajkit, Kru Nikhom
Rakkhumkaeo, Kru Chatri Obnuan and the present one, Kru Suthat Kaeokranok who
is now an acting head of Thai Classical Music Working Group, Music Division,
Bureau of Cultures, Sports and Tourisms, Bangkok Metropolitan Administration.

The core mission of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band is
to perform music in royal ceremony, official ceremony and special occasion as
directed by BMA or requested by other agency. The Band also very much involves in
music for public project also known as “Music in the Park” aimed to entertain the
public in 5 public parks run by BMA including Chatuchak Park, Lumphini Park,
Phranakhon Park, Thonburirom Park and Saranrom Park. Their performance was also,

sometimes in the past, broadcasted via Radio Thailand, Or.Sor. Radio and Por Chor
Sor 7 Radio Station. (Bu-nga Narkplang, interview, 5 October 2012).

During the time Kru Phinit Chaisuwan was the master of the Band, he

managed to add another mission, that is, music training for the public where members
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of the Band were invited to be a guest speaker for Thai classical music training for the
public. This project is still active to date.

Later during the time Kru Chatri Obnuan was the master of Thai classical
music band, broadcasting music via those radio stations was canceled due to changes
to the operation of those radio stations.

To date, Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band or Bangkok
Municipality Music Band in the past continues to serve their function well in

inheriting this type of arts and cultures to the next generation.

Biography of Thai classical vocalists of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai
Classical Music Band

Vocalists of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band play a
significant role in fulfilling the function of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical
Music Band. Up until now there are 10 vocalists including Kru Anong Saengyon, Kru
Boonchu Rodprasit, Kru Kanya Rohitajol, Kru Bu-nga Narkplang, Kru Wimol
Pheyphaoyen, Kru Suphangpak Kaewkranok, Kru Prasit Wongnil, Kru Tussanevan
Kumsiri, Kru Kwandaow Punyalaphatsakul and Kru Chanudit Ketchara each of which
is highly regarded as role model of Thai vocal music.

According to the study, it revealed that Thai classical vocalists of
Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band were taught with the knowledge on
Thai vocal music since they were young by senior vocalists, private music school and
specialized institute e.g. university or college of dramatic arts. Once they became a
part of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band, being assigned with the
core missions and their respective expertise gained over the years allowed them to
produce range of music works. The researcher hereby proposes those works into 3
aspects including composition work, performance work and promotion and
dissemination work.

With respect to composition work, there were 6 Thai classical vocalists
who could be referred to for their outstanding works including Kru Anong Saengyon
Kru Boonchu Rodprasit Kru Kanya Rohitajol Kru Bu-nga Narkplang Kru Wimol
Pheyphaoyen and Kru Chanudit Ketchara. All of them had a chance to master their

skills when the master of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band at that
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time asked them to compose melody or lyric to be performed by
Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band.

With respect to performance work, all Thai classical vocalists
demonstrated this category of work in order to fulfill the mission of
Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band, that is, to sing or play music in
royal ceremony, official ceremony and special occasion as directed by BMA or
requested by other agency as well as the music for the public project called “Music in
the Park” aimed to entertain people using 5 BMA'’s public parks including Chatuchak
Park, Lumphini Park, Phranakhon Park, Thonburirom Park and Saranrom Park.

With respect to promotion and dissemination work, all Thai classical
vocalists were found to contribute to this work due to the assigned mission of
Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band is to sing and perform music in
royal ceremony, official ceremony and special occasion as directed by BMA or
requested by other agency, to broadcast their performance via Radio Thailand, Or.Sor.
Radio and Por Chor Sor 7 Radio Station, to take part in music training for people in
which the vocalists were invited to give a lecture on Thai classical music for interested

person and the public and also to promote Thai arts and cultures abroad.

Role and Duty of Thai classical vocalists of Krungthepmahanakorn
Thai Classical Music Band

Based on the study on biography and works of Thai classical vocalists of
Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band, the researcher can classify works
by Thai classical vocalists of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band into 3
aspects including composition work, performance work and promotion and
dissemination work. These works can well reflect the role and duty of Thai classical
vocalists in relation to Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band. Moreover,
the researcher can separate the role and duty of Thai classical vocalists of
Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band into 2 types; direct and indirect role
and duty.

Direct role and duty includes 1. Thai classical vocalists of
Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band have to perform singing all type of
Thai classical songs in the performance of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical
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Music Band as assigned in royal ceremony, official ceremony and special occasion as
directed by BMA 2. Participate in the activity called “Music in the Park” a campaign
of music for all. 3. Perform in the broadcasting programme via Radio Thailand,
Or.Sor. Radio and Por Chor Sor 7 Radio Station (not existing anymore) 4. Take part in
the project for music training for the public as a guest speaker and 5. Cooperate with
agencies reqgesting for support.

Indirect role and duty comes from the active role as Thai classical vocalists
of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band which enable them to contribute

to promotion of arts and cultures and social service.

Summary of the Study on creative works by Thai classical vocalists of

Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band

The study reveals that there were 6 Thai classical vocalists of
Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band producing creative works including
Kru Anong Saengyon, Kru Boonchu Rodprasit, Kru Kanya Rohitajol, Kru Bu-nga
Narkplang, Kru Wimol Pheyphaoyen and Kru Chanudit Ketchara. Their creative
works can be categorized into 3 aspects: melody composition, lyrics composition and
musical arrangement.

With respect to melody composition, 4 Thai classical vocalists were found
to have produced this type of work including Kru Anong Saengyon, Kru Boonchu
Rodprasit, Kru Kanya Rohitajol, Kru Wimol Pheyphaoyen. All of melody composition
works were created for 25 Songs (Phleng Thao) including Phleng Samaggi Thai,
Phleng Kamen Chom Nakhon, Phleng Gob Ten, Phleng Naret Chon Chang, Phleng
Phet Noi, Phleng Ruangphon, Phleng Wattana Vietnam, Phleng Siamanutsati, Phleng
Chawedagong, Phleng Kamen Chom Dong, Phleng Kamsotsawart, Phleng
Therdmaharat, Phleng Angkhanang, Phleng Phon Somdet, Phleng Rhum, Phleng
Khom Klom Luk, Phleng Absorn Sam Ang, Phleng Gaysorn Sam Ang, Phleng Thep
Prasart Phon, Phleng Thong Yon, Phleng Phya Lamphong, Phleng Sao Chom Suan,
Phleng Sing Toh Len Hang, Phleng Pin Siam, Phleng Maliwan and also Phleng Si
Asoke (Phleng Sam-Chan)
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With respect to lyrics composition, Thai classical vocalists created their
works when they were assigned by the master of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical
Music Band at that time in order to be used for the performance by
Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band in royal ceremony, official
ceremony and special occasion as directed by BMA or requested by other agency.

There were 3 Thai classical vocalists, namely, Kru Bu-nga Narkplang, Kru
Wimol Pheyphaoyen and Kru Chanudit Ketchara who wrote the lyrics in the format of
Thai pentameter poem and the more popular, octameter poem. The content of the song
usually respond to the objective of the respective event in order to make the band’s
performance more perfectly.

With respect to musical arrangement, 2 Thai classical vocalists, namely,
Kru Bu-nga Narkplang and Kru Chanudit Ketchara, were found to have a role in
arranging the music and song to meet the object of each event and to make the band’s
performance more perfectly.

Musical arrangement by Thai classical vocalists was done when they were
assigned by the master of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band at that
time to be used for the performance of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music

Band in range of events.

Summary

Findings from the study can be summarized based on the objective as

follows:

Biography and works of Thai classical vocalists of
Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band

According to this objective, the researcher can summarize research
findings into 3 aspects including background and development of
Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band, biography and works of Thai
classical vocalists of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band and role and
duty of Thai classical vocalists of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band:
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(1) Background and development of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai
Classical Music Band

Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band is a Thai classical
music band subsidiary to Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA). Founded in
1963 as initiated by Mr. Chamnan Yuwaboon, a mayor of Bangkok Municipality at
that time, the band was expected to promote Thai classical music and performance and
it was named at the beginning as Bangkok Municipality Thai Classical Music Band
and then changed to the current name Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music
Band

Up to date, there are 9 masters of Thai classical music band including Kru
Pring Dontrirot Kru Boonyong Katekong Kru Phinit Chaisuwan Kru Suchint
Sifuengfung Kru Yot Phonkerd, Kru Chana Chamnirajkit, Kru Nikhom Rakkhumkaeo,
Kru Chatri Obnuan and the present one, Kru Suthat Kaeokranok who is now an acting
head of Thai Classical Music Working Group, Music Division, Bureau of Cultures,
Sports and Tourisms, Bangkok Metropolitan Administration.

The core missions of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band
are to perform music in royal ceremony, official ceremony and special occasion as
directed by BMA, to take part in music for public project also known as “Music in the
Park” aimed to entertain the public in 5 public parks run by BMA, to broadcast its
performance via Radio Thailand, Or.Sor. Radio and Por Chor Sor 7 Radio Station and
to cooperate with other government agency upon being requested.

During the time Kru Phinit Chaisuwan was the master of the Band, he
managed to add another mission, that is, music training for the public where members
of the Band were invited to be a guest speaker for Thai classical music training for the
public. This project is still active to date.

Later during the time Kru Chatri Obnuan was the master of Thai classical
music band, broadcasting music via those radio stations was canceled due to changes
to the operation of those radio stations.

To date, Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band or Bangkok
Municipality Music Band in the past continues to serve their function well in
inheriting this type of arts and cultures to the next generation.
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(2) Biography of Thai classical vocalists of Krungthepmahanakorn
Thai Classical Music Band

Up until now there are 10 vocalists including Kru Anong Saengyon, Kru
Boonchu Rodprasit, Kru Kanya Rohitajol, Kru Bu-nga Narkplang, Kru Wimol
Pheyphaoyen, Kru Suphangpak Kaewkranok, Kru Prasit Wongnil, Kru Tussanevan
Kumsiri, Kru Kwandaow Punyalaphatsakul and Kru Chanudit Ketchara. Findings
from the study reveal that Thai classical vocalists of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai
Classical Music Band were taught with the knowledge on Thai vocal music since they
were young by growing in music family, senior vocalists, private music school and
specialized institute e.g. university or college of dramatic arts. Once they became a
part of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band, being assigned with the
core missions and their respective expertise gained over the years allowed them to
produce range of music works. The researcher hereby proposes those works into 3
aspects including composition work, performance work and promotion and
dissemination work.

With respect to composition work, there were 6 Thai classical vocalists
who could be referred to for their outstanding works including Kru Anong Saengyon,
Kru Boonchu Rodprasit, Kru Kanya Rohitajol, Kru Bu-nga Narkplang, Kru Wimol
Pheyphaoyen and Kru Chanudit Ketchara. All of them had a chance to master their
skills when the master of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band at that
time asked them to compose melody, lyric or musical arrangement to be performed by
Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band.

With respect to performance work, all Thai classical vocalists
demonstrated this category of work in order to fulfill the mission of
Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band, that is, to sing or play music in
royal ceremony, official ceremony and special occasion as directed by BMA or
requested by other agency as well as the music for the public project called “Music in
the Park” aimed to entertain people using 5 BMA'’s public parks including Chatuchak
Park, Lumphini Park, Phranakhon Park, Thonburirom Park and Saranrom Park.

With respect to promotion and dissemination work, all Thai classical
vocalists were found to contribute to this work due to the assigned mission of
Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band is to sing and perform music in
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royal ceremony, official ceremony and special occasion as directed by BMA or
requested by other agency, to broadcast their performance via Radio Thailand, Or.Sor.
Radio and Por Chor Sor 7 Radio Station, to take part in music training for people in
which the vocalists were invited to give a lecture on Thai classical music for interested

person and the public and also to promote Thai arts and cultures abroad.

(3) Role and Duty of Thai classical vocalists of Krungthepmaha
nakorn Thai Classical Music Band

Based on the study on biography and works of Thai classical vocalists of
Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band, the researcher can classify works
by Thai classical vocalists of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band into 3
aspects including composition work, performance work and promotion and
dissemination work. These works can well reflect the role and duty of Thai classical
vocalists in relation to Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band. Moreover,
the researcher can separate the role and duty of Thai classical vocalists of
Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band into 2 types; direct and indirect role
and duty.

Direct role and duty includes 1.Thai classical vocalists of
Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band have to perform singing all type of
Thai classical songs in the performance of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical
Music Band as assigned in royal ceremony, official ceremony and special occasion as
directed by BMA 2. Participate in the activity called “Music in the Park” a campaign
of music for all. 3. Perform in the broadcasting programme via Radio Thailand,
Or.Sor. Radio and Por Chor Sor 7 Radio Station (not existing anymore) 4. Take part in
the project for music training for the public as a guest speaker and 5. Cooperate with
agencies reqgesting for support.

Indirect role and duty comes from the active role as Thai classical vocalists
of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band which enable them to contribute

to promotion of arts and cultures and social service.
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Creative works of Thai classical vocalists of Krungthepmahanakorn
Thai Classical Music Band

The study reveals that there were 6 Thai classical vocalists of
Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band producing creative works including
Kru Anong Saengyon, Kru Boonchu Rodprasit, Kru Kanya Rohitajol, Kru Bu-nga
Narkplang, Kru Wimol Pheyphaoyen and Kru Chanudit Ketchara. Their creative
works can be categorized into 3 aspects: melody composition, lyrics composition and
musical arrangement.

With respect to melody composition, 4 Thai classical vocalists were found
to have produced this type of work including Kru Anong Saengyon, Kru Boonchu
Rodprasit, Kru Kanya Rohitajol, Kru Wimol Pheyphaoyen. All of melody composition
works were created for 25 Songs (Phleng Thao) including Phleng Samaggi Thai,
Phleng Kamen Chom Nakhon, Phleng Gob Ten, Phleng Naret Chon Chang, Phleng
Phet Noi, Phleng Ruangphon, Phleng Wattana Vietnam, Phleng Siamanutsati, Phleng
Chawedagong, Phleng Kamen Chom Dong, Phleng Kamsotsawart, Phleng
Therdmaharat, Phleng Angkhanang, Phleng Phon Somdet, Phleng Rhum, Phleng
Khom Klom Luk, Phleng Absorn Sam Ang, Phleng Gaysorn Sam Ang, Phleng Thep
Prasart Phon, Phleng Thong Yon, Phleng Phya Lamphong, Phleng Sao Chom Suan,
Phleng Sing Toh Len Hang, Phleng Pin Siam, Phleng Maliwan and also Phleng Si
Asoke (Phleng Sam-Chan)

With respect to lyrics composition, Thai classical vocalists created their
works when they were assigned by the master of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical
Music Band at that time in order to be used for the performance by
Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band in royal ceremony, official
ceremony and special occasion as directed by BMA or requested by other agency.

There were 3 Thai classical vocalists, namely, Kru Bu-nga Narkplang, Kru
Wimol Pheyphaoyen and Kru Chanudit Ketchara who wrote the lyrics in the format of
Thai pentameter poem and the more popular, octameter poem. The content of the song
usually respond to the objective of the respective event in order to make the band’s
performance more perfectly.

With respect to musical arrangement, 2 Thai classical vocalists, namely,
Kru Bu-nga Narkplang and Kru Chanudit Ketchara, were found to have a role in



TUNAINGIFY NH1INGFIUTAR ARLY. (AUAT) / 195

arranging the music and song to meet the object of each event and to make the band’s
performance more perfectly.

Music arrangement by Thai classical vocalists was done when they were
assigned by the master of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band at that
time to be used for the performance of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music
Band in range of events.

Discussion

Below are the issues deserved to be discussed:

Passing on knowledge about Thai vocal music

Having reviewed biography and works of Thai classical vocalists of
Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band, it is discovered that each of Thai
classical vocalists of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band gained his/her
knowledge about Thai vocal music from different sources and in different manner
depending on the period of time. The researcher find it can be sort out into 2
categories: 1.Thai classical vocalists were taught by musician family and 2.Thai
classical vocalists were taught by specialized institute e.g. college of dramatic arts.
The first category refers to those Thai classical vocalists grown up in the family that
his/her father, mother or close relatives was a vocalist or a musician. By this manner,
knowledge could be passed on from generation to generation. This also includes the
case where someone submitted him/herself as an apprentice to the mentor from such
musician family. Thai classical vocalists of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical
Music Band who obtained their knowledge on vocal music by this method include Kru
Anong Saengyon, Kru Boonchu Rodprasit, Kru Kanya Rohitajol, Kru Bu-nga
Narkplang, Kru Wimol Pheyphaoyen Kru Suphangpak Kaewkranok and Kru
Tussanevan Kumsiri. This is in line with Montri Sukklad (2004: 116) reporting about
how Kru Anong Sithaiphan has learnt about singing Thai classical song. He further
added that Kru Anong Sithaiphan is one of the highly regarded Thai classical vocalists
in Thailand who has unique style of performance. He was taught by his father, Kru

Chamnian Sithaiphan, the national artist. He also mentioned about the significance of
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the continuance of ancient Thai classical songs inherited from his ancestor that they
are likely to be lost over the time if we do not take step to preserve them.

In respect of those Thai classical vocalists whose knowledge was obtained
from specialzed institute, this is how we pass on knowledge under the present social
context. Due to changes to social condition and music cultures, method of learning
music in the past has been replaced by formal education provided by specialized

institute. It is in agreement with Professor Kasem Wattanachai (2002: ») stating that in

the past, Thai classical music inherited in 3 groups of music professions including
people of community, of monastery and of royal court; all of which had similar
teaching format, that is, memorizing and practicing without recording in the text form.
That teaching format will be of benefit only when person passing on knowledge is still
alive and the study on Thai classical music was quite limited to certain group of
people. As a result of changes to society and introduction of foreign music, the role of
Thai classical music has been even more limited resulting in change of the way it is
passed on from House-Monastery-Royal Court base to House-School-College (or
University) base. The instructor is a teacher and at the same a Thai classical musician.
The content of the teaching and learning is recorded and presented into music sheet,
textbook and articles while the guideline and requirement have been developed to set
forth the same approach. This is in harmony with the provision of standard criteria for
Thai classical music in page 3 which states that “the important part of how to develop
Thai classical music is to determine minimum standard criteria as a guideline for
teaching and learning in each level. This standard criteria can also be modified for the
purpose of assessing gifted Thai classical musicians who have no opportunity to study
in formal setting” Specialized institutes includes university, Bunditpatanasilpa
Institute, Ang Thong College of Dramatic Arts, Lop Buri College of Dramatic Arts
etc. Thai classical vocalists of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band who
were trained for vocal music by this method included Kru Prasit Wongnil, Kru
Kwandaow Punyalaphatsakul and Kru Chanudit Ketchara.

Capacity of Thai classical vocalists
The study revealed that works of Thai classical vocalists of
Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band originated from performance of
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their function and can be classified into 3 types: 1. composition work 2. performance
work and 3. promotion and dissemination work. Such works reflect skill, knowledge
and aptitude of each Thai classical vocalist. With respect to composition work, several
Thai classical vocalists were found to have produced this type of work. For instance,
Kru Bunchoo Rodprasit has demonstrated not only skill an knowledge about Thai
vocal music both in theory and practice, but also in Thai classical music proved by the
fact that he could play all Thai classical music instruments. This is why we call this
talented artist as multi-functional musician. Therefore, his composition work also
covers melody composition. Similarly, Kru Wimol Pheyphaoyen, also produced a lot
of composition works as he possess skill and knowledge in vocal music and the ability
to play Thai classical music instruments and he was also good at writing poem. His
composition works therefore include either melody or lyrics compostion all of which
belong to Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band until today. Professor Dr.
Poonpit Amatayakul, MD, once stated that “All vocalists of Krungthepmahanakorn
Thai Classical Music Band are at the top of their profession and many of them are
number one for their fantastic voice and superb performance. Kru Bunchu is one of a
kind. He is a very talented singer. He can also play many instruments like several

kinds of drum. What a gifted artist!” (Poonpit Amatayakul, interview, 27 May 2014).

Driving force for Thai vocal music

The study showed that although Thai classical vocalists of
Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band were merely a part of the band
subordinated to Bangkok Metropolitan Administration, but they played important role
in Thai vocal music. All of them were seen as an expert and a well-respected artist
contributing to the conservation of national arts and cultures. Kanchana Indrasunanon
(1997: 1) stated about the significance of Thai vocal music that it exists there with
nationhood. Thai classical songs, melodies, lullabies or plays by Thai children in the
past can be the starting point for Thai culture conservation and for building up unity,
patriotism and proud of Thai identity. This research also found that although Thai
classical vocalists were merely a part of Thai classical music culture but they had
significant contribution to other fellow profession at large. We can say that Thai

classical vocalists are the driving for promotion and continuation of this type of Thai
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arts and cultures whether they are in any agency or organization. Thai classical
vocalists of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band, for instance, can fulfill
the function of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band through their
performance while at organization level; Thai classical vocalists of
Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band can be part of a team responding to
policy given by its supervisor, Bangkok Metropolitan Administration. From the public
point of view, Thai classical vocalists of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music
Band can serve well in social service by entertaining the public and cooperating with
other agency as requested while at national level, Thai classical vocalists are the

guardian and the successor of Thai arts and cultures.

Creation of works

Findings from the study revealed that creative works by Thai classical
vocalists of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band could be classified into
3 categories: melody composition, lyrics composition and musical arrangement. These
3 categories of creative works have been created under the role as Thai classical
vocalists of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band. Usually, it started
from the assignment by the master of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music
Band at that time in which Thai classical vocalists were requested to create
composition works to complete the song. This is in agreement with the study by
Warisorn Charoenphong (2009: 128) who mentioned about how Chaiphak
Phattarachinda created his composition works that it was motivated by several reasons
including personal or group desire or certain inspiration. The significant point is to
consider nature and final requirement of how the work is created and for what target
group to make its most perfectly fit. This research was conducted in the same manner as

summarized in the chart below.
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The creative works

Factor of Creative process The Creative Works
work
e Knowledge / o Melody
* Roleand Experience composition
Duty e Purpose ]

o Ability / Skill :> e Thinking * Lyres
(analysis / composition
synthesis) ® Music

arrannement

Chart shows the process of creative works of Thai Classical Vocalists of
Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band.

(Source: Onnicha Atchanakul)

Recommendation:

The researcher proposes as follows:

Recommendations:

1) This research allows us to know about biography and works of Thai
classical vocalists of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band and their
creative works. Information and knowledge gained should be of benefit for Thai vocal
music. The researcher would suggest those interested in this field of knowledge can
use this research results for the purpose of promotion and dissemination of this type of
arts and cultures.

2) The study has provided us with reference or evidence relating to Thai
classical vocalists of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band which is
rarely available in the academic resources. The researcher therefore needed to largely
depend on such information obtained from the interview which is sometime a difficult

work to do as many of those vocalists might be not available due to their age and
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physical condition. However, information from such interview has been already
verified by the informant before being presented in this research paper. Having learnt
from such experience, the researcher realizes the significance of data recording as
evidence in arts and cultures aspect. To this end, relevant agency e.g. Depart of Fine
Arts, Department of Cultural Promotion or cultural center in the university, should be
realized of the significance of matenance of information and knowledge in written
form for the benefit of those interested person and as evidence of culture for

conservation purpose.

Suggestion:

1) This research was limited by the researcher only to creative works of
Thai classical vocalists of Krungthepmahanakorn Thai Classical Music Band while
each vocalist might have other kinds of works that deserve to be explored for those
interested person.

2) This research reveals that according to the present social condition, it is
more difficult to find new generation of Thai classical vocalist. It is crucial that
relevant agency, both public and private, should work together to urge the public to
realize the significance of this type of art and culture and take necessary step to ensure

that it will be inherited continually from generation to generation.
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