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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to study: (1) the socio - economic and other factors
of agricultural housewives group members in Muang Tak District, Tak Province; (2) their
participation in fund operation; (3) factors relating to their participation in fund operation; and
(4) problems and recommendations on their participation in fund operation.

The population of this study were 1,680 farm women group members in 65 groups
altogether in Muang Tak District, Tak Province. The systematic random sampling was used to
get 143 sampling groups. The data were collected by using questionnaires. The statistical
methodology used to analyze the data by package computer programs were percentage, mean,
standard deviation, and stepwise multiple regression analysis.

The findings of this study were as follows : (1) Most of the samples was the average
age of 46.94 years, and educated at primary compulsory level. Their average duration of their
being one of farm women group members was 8.79 years, and their main occupations were
merchant and animals raising for commerce, which their average total income was 91,446.43
Baht per family. Their cognition and understanding about fund operation was at “much”
level; (2) Their participation in fund operation at “much” level was brainstorming, operating,
and evaluating the operation,which their participation at “the most” level was fund
mobilizing, complying with the rules and regulations, volunteering to operate and donate their
money and necessary things, while their participation in fund operation at “little” level was
looking for marketplaces for distributing their products, and being lecturer to pass on their
cognition and understanding to members in other groups; (3) The factor relating to their
participation in fund operation was the duration of their being one of the fund members; and
(4) The problems on operating and evaluating their participation in fund operation were at
“the least” level, the problems on brainstorming was at “little” level, and the problems on
having insufficient fund was at “medium” level, and they recommended that the agricultural
housewives group members should be funded sufficiently.

Keywords: Participation, Farm Women Group Funds, Tak Province



