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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to: (1) study conditions of instruction
in the non-formal education program based on the Basic Education Curriculum, B.E.
2544, at the upper secondary level for convicts in prison and correction institutions in
Pathum Thani Province; (2) study factors affecting non-formal learning based on the
Basic Education Curriculum, B.E. 2544, at the upper secondary level of convicts in
prisons and correction institutions in Pathum Thani Province; and (3) propose
guidelines for instructional development of the non-formal education program based
on the Basic Education Curriculum, B.E. 2544, at the upper secondary level for
convicts in prisons and correction institutions in Pathum Thani Province,

The research samples comprised (1) 354 male and female convicts who

registered for study at the upper secondary level in five prisons and correction
institutions in Pathum Thani Province, 30 of whom were subsequently selected for
further interviews; and () eight teachers in the program. The employed research

instruments were a rating scale questionnaire and an interview structure. Statistics
employed for data analysis were the percentage, mean, and standard deviation.

Research findings were as follows: (1) Regarding instructional condition, the
majority of convict students registered for study with the purpose to earn a certificate that
could be later used for job application. Program teachers were personnel of the prisons /
correction institutions. The employed teaching methods were the lecture method in
combination with student practices and student participation in every lesson. The
prisons / correction institutions provided the classrooms, library, instructional materials
and equipment, and other facilities for learning. (2) Convict students had opinions that
the following factors were related to non - formal learning at the high level: the
learners, teachers, teaching method and media, supervisors, and environment of the
place. When the above factors were ranked according to importance, opinions of students
and teachers were in agreement that the learners were most important. (3) The proposed
opinions as guidelines for students to achieve success in their study were the following:
students had to participate in learning activities every time and review their lessons
before the examination; teachers had to be friendly to students and be fair in giving the
grades; textbooks had to be sufficient for learners; the supervisor had to have a clear
policy on provision of education, provide supports on instructional aids, facilitate the
bringing of leamning media form outside, and provide a specify place to be used as the
study site. Also, training programs in various vocations and English conversation
programs should be offered.
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