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Abstract
 &hild laEorers can Ee seen easily in eYery place of 0yanPar 
accoPpinJ the econoPic EooPinJ in the transnal period� 7hrouJh 
the coPple[ phenoPena such s econoPic hardship and� reliJious and 
cultural factors� the increasinJ nuPEer of child laEorers threatens the 
future of 0yanPar� 7he JoYenPent has poor policies reJardinJ child 
laEor issues� PeanZhile staNeholders do not haYe enouJh strenJth to 
address the proEleP� (ducation Pay reduce the nuPEer of laEorers 
throuJh Peans of enhancinJ deYelopPent and spill�oYer Eenefits� 
<et child laEorers in 0yanPar� in reality� are unaEle to attend school� 
:ith the openness of 0yanPar� non�JoYernPental orJani]ations 
create a platforP in the transitional period to EreaN the silence on 
forJotten children throuJhout the country� 7his paper ZorNs throh 
deep interYieZs Zithto PePEers of 1*2s Zho are actiYely inYolYed 
in child laEor proMects� soPe child laEorers� and other staNeholders in 
<anJon� 0yanPar� 7he purpose of this paper is to shoZ hoZ 1*2s 
caPpaiJn for the riJhts to education for child laEorers� 7he arJuPent 
is that 1*2s� as one of the duty Eearers� haYe EecoPe in reali]inJ  
the riJhts to education of for child laEorers� especially in 0yanPar  
Zhere the JoYenPent has poor policiesy to coPply Zith the &onYen-
tion on the 5iJhts of the &hild �&5&� that 0yanPar ratified in �����  
,ndeed� this paper tends to aPplify the claiP of child laEorers to their 
child riJhts� in particular their riJht to education�

Key words: &hild laEorers� 5iJht to education� 1*2s� 0yanPar� 
child riJhts
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�� 7hiha 7hu is a �� year�old child Zho ZorNed as an apprentice in a car repairinJ 
JaraJe at the tiPe of interYieZ�

�� 7eashops are popular aPonJ 0yanPar people for tea� coffee� and other snacNs�  
7hey are located alonJ the street or sPall roads and are easily accessiEle Ey 
local people� ,t is oEYious that at least one or tZo child laEorers are used in eYery 
teashop� thouJh there is no sufficient data on this issue�

Introduction
 , haYe fiYe siblinJs and , aP the third child. My biJ 
brother and elder sister worNed before they coPpleted 
their priPary education and , follow their way after 
passinJ second standard. , aP not a cleYer student in 
class and it’s better for Pe to choose worN instead of  school 
, can JiYe Py daily earninJ to Py Pother and it can  
contribute to Py faPily’s needs to soPe extent �7hu, 
�����.22

 &hild laEorers liNe 7hiha 7hu are uEiTuitous in 0yanPar� 
$ hiJhly populated area and preYious political and econoPic capital 
of 0yanPar� <anJon is full of children Zho are ZorNinJ either liJht 
or heaYy ZorN at teashops��� street�YendinJ stations� Metties� con-
struction sites� car repairinJ ZorNshops� etc� ³7he terP child laEor 
is often defined as ZorN that depriYes children of their childhood� 
their potential and their diJnity� and that is harPful to physical and 
Pental deYelopPent� ,t refers to ZorN that is Pentally� physically� 
socially or Porally danJerous and harPful to children� and interferes 
Zith their schoolinJ Ey depriYinJ theP of the opportunity to attend 
school� oEliJinJ theP to leaYe school prePaturely or reTuirinJ theP 
to attePpt to coPEine school attendance Zith e[cessiYely lonJ and 
heaYy ZorN´ �,nternational /aEor 2rJani]ation� ������
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 :ith the openinJ of 0yanPar� a lot of teashops and restau-
rants haYe appeared into YieZ accoPpanied Ey child serYice proYid-
ers� $s for the 0yanPar people� this is a daily usual scene and only 
a feZ people notice that this is a Yiolation of child riJhts� ,n fact the 
entrenchPent of child laEor in society underPines the foundation of 
realistic thinNinJ� 7he perYasiYeness of child laEor in 0yanPar is 
actually a cruel treatPent Ey people to their ne[t Jenerations and it is 
an iJnored inMustice in society� People say that children are either the 
ne[t Jenerations of the country or the future hope of the coPPunity� 
hoZeYer they e[ploit the laEor of children� 

 7here is a JloEal consensus that education can suEstantially 
reduce the nuPEer of child laEorers and iPproYe the Tuality or aEility 
of children� 0oYinJ children froP ZorNinJ places to classrooPs is 
the Post direct approach to the child laEor issue� 7hrouJh the huPan 
riJhts lens� entitlePent of the riJhts of the child is the Eest Zay for 
child diJnity� %ased on the concepts of the indiYisiEility� inalien-
aEility� and interdependence of huPan riJhts� the reali]ation of the 
riJht to education of child laEorers can proPote the reali]ation of the 
other riJhts� 

 5eJardinJ the riJht to education� the JoYernPent has the 
oEliJation to protect� respect� and fulfill the riJht to education for all 
children� specifically the child laEorers throuJh accessiEility� aYail-
aEility� acceptaEility� and adaptaEility� $t the saPe tiPe� the other 
staNeholders should respect the riJht to education of child laEorers� 
$s a deYelopinJ country� hoZeYer� 0yanPar proYides poor EudJet 
for education spendinJ Zhich cannot fulfill the riJht to education for 
child laEorers� 0oreoYer� throuJh �� years of Pilitary rule� the child 
laEor issue has Eeen neJlected as it is related to issues of child soldiers 
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in 0yanPar� 7he JoYernPent policy of free education cannot attract 
child laEorers to school� Philanthropic Jroups and non�JoYernPental 
orJani]ations dePand that the JoYernPent proPote a thriYinJ society 
in order to enhance the eTuality of child laEorers aPonJst children 
in 0yanPar� ,n fulfillinJ the entitlePent of child laEorers¶ riJhts� 
these Jroups proYide education as one of their approaches� +ence� 
this paper focuses on the roles of 1*2s Ey usinJ the perspectiYe of 
a huPan riJhts�Eased approach to education principles� 

 7his paper arJues that 1*2s are one of duty Eearers that haYe 
EecoPe a ne[us in the reali]ation of the riJht to education of child 
laEorers� especially in 0yanPar� 7he JoYernPent has poor policy 
iPplePentation to coPply Zith the &onYention on the 5iJhts of  
the &hild �&5&�� Zhich 0yanPar ratified as of ����� %ased on 
in�depth interYieZs Zith the PePEers of 0yanPar 0oEile (ducation 
ProMect �0y0(�� :orld 9ision 0yanPar� and 0yanPar ProJraP on 
(liPination of &hild /aEor �,/2�0yP(&�� this paper e[plores the 
actiYities of 1*2s to caPpaiJn for the riJht to education for child 
laEorers� 7his paper uses TualitatiYe data appearinJ in a coPEination 
of docuPentary research and priPary data collection� )urtherPore� 
this paper ZorNs throuJh interYieZs Zith si[ child laEorers and three  
teachers so as to proEe the perspectiYes of children� )or ethical 
concerns� durinJ the interYieZs these children Zere accoPpanied Ey 
their Juardians and the interYieZ process folloZed the principles of 
huPan riJhts research ethics� 7he docuPentary research reYieZed  
soPe related EooNs� articles� acadePic Mournals� reports� internet 
ZeEsites� and other releYant docuPents� 7he paper utili]es infor-
Pation and data froP the reports� puElications� and ZeEsites of the 
,nternational /aEor 2rJani]ation and 8nited 1ations� releYant child�
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related international non�JoYernPental orJani]ations� local JoYern-
Pental orJani]ations� and child laEor neZs in local and foreiJn Pedia�

 7o elaEorate Pore� this first part e[plains the EacNJround 
phenoPenon of child laEor in 0yanPar� 7hen the current situation 
of child laEor and their riJht to education is stressed� 7he actiYities of 
1*2s for the riJht to education for child laEorers in <anJon Eased on 
the collected data is proEed in the third part throuJh the perspectiYe 
of a huPan riJhts�Eased approach fraPeZorN� 

Background Phenomenon of Child Labor in Myanmar
 1ow , aP �� years�old and , earn around M<.�,��� 
�8SD�� daily by sellinJ bird food at the Metty. My Pother 
sells boiled peanuts and corn near here with Py younJer 
brother. , thinN , aP a cleYer dauJhter as , support Py 
parents and faPily. My father has been ill and unhealthy 
since last year �Sandar, �����.24

 7hrouJh 6oe 6andar� the child laEor phenoPenon is seen 
clear in 0yanPar� 7he Pain reason for child laEor� liNe in other 
deYelopinJ countries� is poYerty or econoPic hardship� ³PoYerty at a 
country leYel is indeed Eoth a cause and a conseTuence of child laEor´ 
�+iloZit]� ������ :hen children are ZorNinJ� Yery liNely they are 
unaEle to attend school� $s a conseTuence� they are prone to EecoPe 
unsNilled laEorers and are YulneraEle to laEor e[ploitation Zhen they 
JroZ older� $n unfulfilled riJht to education liPits the e[tent of a 
riJht to ZorN and this can perpetuate the Yicious cycle� 

�� 6oe 6andar is a �� year�old child and sellinJ Eird food at the %o�ta�thaunJ -etty 
at the interYieZ tiPe�
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 7o shruJ off this Yicious cycle or to escape froP child laEor� 
the PotiYation of the child herself is indispensaEle� 0yanPar people�  
hoZeYer� EelieYe in reliJious teachinJs supportinJ child laEor 
contriEutions to ease parents¶ econoPic hardship� ,n 0yanPar 
culture� parents are one of fiYe Zorshipped fiJures after %uddha� 
6erPon� and 6anJha� 7hus� poYerty is the Pain cause of child laEor 
in addition to the iJnorance of society in alloZinJ the phenoPenon 
as Pentioned earlier� as Zell as soPe reliJious thouJhts perpetuatinJ 
factors of the child laEor phenoPenon in 0yanPar�

 ,n the 0yanPar conte[t� the JroZinJ e[cessiYe nuPEers of 
child laEorers in <anJon durinJ recent years is related to internal  
PiJration correlated to three factors� <anJon as huE of econoPic 
actiYities offers EiJJer ZorNinJ opportunities than those of other 
places� 7he first factor of internal PiJration is PoYePent of people 
froP the delta area that Zas deYastated Ey &yclone 1arJis in ���� 
to <anJon and +lainJ 7har <ar 7oZnship� the first terPinal of the 
<anJon�'elta +iJhZay� &hildren of such faPilies are Pore desperate 
to ZorN as neZ settlers froP rural to suEurEan settinJs� and Pany 
faPilies face suEsistence challenJes� 7he second factor is the hope-
lessness of those in rural areas Zho faced confiscation of land and 
laNes �fisheries� Ey EiJ coPpanies� Parents of such faPilies send their 
children to the urEan centers Zhere the latter Jet Eetter MoE opportu-
nities throuJh the help of laEor EroNers� 7he third factor in creatinJ 
a sZollen supply of child laEor is douEtlessly the Pass PiJration 
froP conflict areas near the Eorders to urEan centers� $ll these factors 
increase the nuPEer of child laEorers in 0yanPar� 

 $ JloEal risN analytics Jroup called 0aplecroft ranNs a 
child laEor inde[ for each country annually� ,n accordance Zith  
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0aplecroft¶s child laEor inde[� aPonJ the $sia�Pacific countries and  
other ��� countries� 0yanPar ranNs third in ���� �+unt� ������  
7his ranN is rather siPilar to the saPe inde[ in ����� Zhich Zent 
doZn froP first in ���� �9erisN 0aplecroft� ������ 7herefore� it is 
TuestionaEle Zhether the 0yanPar JoYernPent has proYided any  
strateJies or policies to reduce the nuPEer of child laEorers in 
0yanPar or Zhether these strateJies are effectiYe and efficient� 

 ,n 0yanPar� children can ZorN in accordance Zith the 
)actory $ct ������� +oZeYer� the laZ perPits the child not Pore 
than four hours of ZorNinJ tiPe and the child aJe Pust Ee at least 
thirteen� 0oreoYer� the $ct reTuires soPe Pedical certificates froP 
doctors to shoZ the status of fitness to ZorN� )urtherPore� the ZorN 
Pust Ee liJht and suitaEle for a child� 6iPilarly the &hild /aZ ������ 
alloZs the children to ZorN in accordance Zith the )actory $ct ����� 
7herefore� children are leJally alloZed to ZorN in accordance Zith 
the /aZs in 0yanPar� ,n reality� children ZorN Eeyond the laZ¶s 

�� &hapter �� 6ection ��� 1o child Zho has not coPpleted his thirteenth year shall 
Ee reTuired or alloZed to ZorN in any factory� 6ection ��� ��� 1o child shall Ee 
ePployed or perPitted to ZorN in any factory� )or Pore than four hours in any 
day and EetZeen the hours of � p�P� and � a�P����� 7he period of ZorN of all 
children shall Ee liPited to a shift Zhich shall not oYerlap and Eoth of Zhich 
shall not e[ceed fiYe hours inclusiYe of interYals if any� (ach child shall Ee 
ePployed in only one of the relay Zhich shall not� e[cept Zith the consent of 
the &hief ,nspector� Ee chanJed Pore than once on a Ponth�

�� $rticle ��� paraJraph �a�� (Yery child has� �i� the riJht to enJaJe in ZorN in 
accordance Zith laZ and of his oZn Yolition� �ii� the riJht to hours of ePploy-
Pent� rest and leisure and other reliefs prescriEed Ey laZ� paraJraph �E� 7he 
0inistry of /aEor shall protect and safeJuard in accordance Zith laZ to ensure 
the safety of child ePployees at the place of ZorN and the preYention of infrinJe-
Pent and loss of their riJhts�
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stipulations� 0ostly they ZorN for Pore than four hours� and in soPe 
MoEs their ZorNinJ hours hit �� hours or eYen Pore�

Child Laborers and their Right to Education in 
Myanmar
 5iJht to education is a Easic fundaPental huPan riJht and it 
is enshrined in the ,nternational %ill of +uPan 5iJhts� particularly  
in the 8niYersal 'eclaration of +uPan 5iJhts �8'+5� as $rticle  
��� and the ,nternational &oYenant on (conoPic� 6ocial and  
&ultural 5iJhts �,&(6&5��� as $rticle ��� )urtherPore� the releYant 
international huPan riJhts laZs for children� the &onYention on the 
5iJhts of the &hild �&5&� that 0yanPar ratified on �� -uly ����� 
Juarantees the riJht to education in $rticles �� and ��� 7here are a 
nuPEer of international laZs and conYentions reJardinJ the riJht to 
education Eecause education can trePendously influence the life and 
deYelopPent of children�

 6iPilarly� education has EecoPe the center of child laEor 
PitiJation strateJies across the JloEe� especially in the deYelopinJ 
countries� ³1o country has successfully ended child laEor Zithout first 
PaNinJ education coPpulsory� $s lonJ as children need not attend 
school� they Zill enter the laEor force´ �:einer� ������ ,n addition� 
education is hiJhly related to sustainaEle deYelopPent� Zhich EecaPe 
a JloEal priority in the Eeyond the 0illenniuP 'eYelopPent *oals  
���� fraPeZorN� (ducation has Pany spill oYer Eenefits called 
³positiYe e[ternalities´ �6ianesi and 9an 5eenen� ������ ,f an 
indiYidual EecoPes educated� the increasinJ potential of hiJhly 

�� 0yanPar is not the PePEer of the ratifyinJ countries of ,&(6&5�
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paid ePployPent enhances the indiYidual� faPily� and surroundinJ 
Yicinity� 

 ,n the saPe Zay� the :orst )orPs of &hild /aEor &onYention 
1o� ��� ������ states in its $rticle � ��&� that ³(ach PePEer shall� 
taNinJ into account the iPportance of education in eliPinatinJ child 
laEor� taNe effectiYe tiPe�Eound Peasure to ensure access to free 
Easic education� and� ZhereYer possiEle and appropriate� Yocational  
traininJ� for all children rePoYed froP the Zorst forPs of child 
laEor´ �,nternational /aEor 2rJani]ation� ������ 0yanPar ratified 
,/2 &onYention 1o� ��� as of �� 'ecePEer ����� ,n accordance Zith 
the &5& and ,/2 &onYention 1o� ���� the 0yanPar JoYernPent 
has the oEliJation to respect� protect� and fulfill in the entitlePent of 
the riJht to education for children�

 $ccordinJ to the aEoYe international huPan riJhts laZ� the 
JoYernPent proYides free and coPpulsory education for priPary 
school children� +oZeYer� in reality it is difficult for children Zho 
Pust earn incoPe for their faPilies� :hen the children attend school� 
their they incoPe they Zould haYe earned EecoPes the opportunity 
cost for theP� ,t is necessary to consider the opportunity cost in the 
educational attainPent of child laEorers� 0oreoYer� the free educa-
tion that the JoYernPent proYides is not free at the Jrass roots leYel� 
³)orPal fees are only the tip of the iceEerJ Zhen it coPes to the true 
cost to parents of sendinJ a child to school´ �.hine� ������ Parents 
spend inforPal tuition fees� school Eus fees� stationary and school 
uniforP fees� and soPe contriEutions related to school sport funds� 
trustee Eoard funds� etc� 

 7he JoYernPent has poor policies to coYer the opportunity 
cost of child laEorers or the hidden true costs under the naPe of free 
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education Zhen they do attend school� 8 :in 6hein� the 'irector 
*eneral of the 0yanPar 0inistry of /aEor� said ³&hild laEor is 
a EiJ issue� %ut it is the result of poYerty� 7he country is poor� so 
the children haYe to help their faPilies to PaNe Poney� 7o address 
this Ze need econoPic deYelopPent� and this Zill taNe a Yery lonJ 
tiPe´ �6aEeri� ������ 7his desperation reYeals the poor policies of 
the JoYernPent reJardinJ child laEor issues� specifically the riJht 
to education for child laEorers as a Peans to reduce child laEor� 
PoYerty is the root cause of child laEor� yet ElaPinJ it on poYerty is 
not the solution for child laEor proElePs� $t the PiniPuP leYel� the 
JoYernPent proYides policies attractinJ ZorNinJ children toZards 
education� 7hus� the poor policy iPplePentation of the JoYernPent 
can Ee seen in child laEor proElePs� 

A Nexus between child laborers and their right to  
education

 ,f , haYe a chance, , want to attend school. , already 
passed third standard two years aJo. %ut it is iPpossible 
for Pe. , sell snacNs downtown the whole day. 7o arriYe 
here at about ����, , leaYe Py house at ���� a.P. and try 
to sell all Py snacNs alonJ the roads and alleys by PaNinJ 
a specific sound buyers can rePePber. , arriYe hoPe 
around ���� p.P. or ���� p.P.� if , haYe itePs left or  
, Jet trapped in traffic, , reach hoPe at ����� p.P. 7his 
is Py eYeryday routine schedule �Soe, �����.��

�� $unJ 6oe is a �� year�old child Zho sells rolled snacNs Pade Zith eJJs across 
doZntoZn <anJon especially in /anPadaZ� /atha and PaEedan 7oZnships at 
the tiPe of interYieZ�
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 7he school curriculuP and schedule in 0yanPar of Postly 
seYen hours per day froP ���� to ����� stops children at ZorN froP 
JoinJ to school� 0ost child laEorers in 0yanPar ZorN the Zhole 
day� in soPe cases they ZorN until PidniJht� ,t is foreseeaEle that 
the JoYernPent¶s failure to properly iPplePent educational policy 
creates a Jap toZards the oEliJation of the riJht to education for child 
laEorers� 7he oEliJation of the JoYernPent to ensure that the riJht 
to education is respected� protected� and fulfilled is not only a state 
concern� ,t is also the tasN of ciYil society to proPote and assist the 
full iPplePentation of the riJht to education �%enedeN� ������ 7hus� 
if the oEliJation to fulfill is neither coPprehensiYe nor coPpleted Ey 
the state� it is the concern of 1*2s to support the riJht to education 
for children� especially forchild laEorers� 

 )or their caPpaiJn on the riJht to education for child laEorers� 
international actors and 1*2s chose a realistic approach accordinJ 
to current paradiJP shifts toZards a riJhts�Eased approach rather 
than a Easic needs approach� $ huPan riJhts�Eased approach is an 
approach to ePpoZer people in order to raise aZareness of huPan 
riJhts and encouraJe people to claiP their riJhts� $t the saPe tiPe� 
it increases the aEility of people� includinJ duty Eearers and riJhts 
holders particularly of YulneraEle populations or Pinorities� such as 
child laEorers� to Ee successful in attaininJ the respect� protection� 
and fulfillinJ of their riJhts �6cottish +uPan 5iJhts &oPPission� 
������

 7he riJhts�Eased approach to education� liNe other riJhts�
Eased approaches� has fraPeZorN that Euilds on Zith three pillars� 
the riJht of access to education� the riJht to Tuality education� and the 
riJht to respect in the learninJ enYironPent �&raissati� 'eYi %anerMee� 
.inJ� /ansdoZn� and 6Pith� ������ 
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 :hen , looN at children at teashops, , thinN they 
should be in schools. +oweYer, they worN at teashops froP  
PorninJ till niJht, � days per weeN. Children do not Pean  
they haYe no wish to attend schools� howeYer they haYe  
no tiPe to attend. So , thinN, if we taNe the classrooP to  
theP, it is a better situation for theP. Since then, ,  
decorated an old bus as a classrooP and started that 
proMect �Aye, �����.��

 ,n the riJhts�Eased approach� the first fraPeZorN to coP-
Pence access to education is a Easic fundaPental fraPeZorN toZards 
the process� :ith reJards to the child laEor conte[t in 0yanPar� 
children cannot attend school Eecause of clashinJ ZorN hours� ,n 
access to education� accessiEility consists of physical� constructiYe� 
and econoPic Peans throuJh a platforP proYidinJ the Zay for child 
laEorers to access education� and the Post indispensaEle Peans of  
non�discriPination� 1*2s liNe 0y0( innoYate this Zay in the 
0yanPar child laEor conte[t� 

 Physical accessiEility Peans schools Pust Ee Zithin the 
reasonaEle territory and 0y0( has created the school Eus� 7hus child 
laEorers liNe teashop Zaiters can easily access the school Eecause 
the classrooP Eus arriYes to their places� &onstructiYe accessiEility 
Peans the rePoYal of all Earriers to education� ,n fact� child laEorers 
are YulneraEle and ParNed as a ParJinali]ed Jroup� &laiPinJ the 
riJht to education for child laEorers is challenJinJ for 1*2s as there 
are oEstacles� 7he first oEstacle is neJotiation Zith the ePployers� 

�� .o 7iP 0aunJ 0aunJ $ye is the co�founder of 0yanPar 0oEile (ducation 
ProMect �0y0(� estaElished in -anuary ����� $t the tiPe of interYieZ� aEout 
��� students Zere enrolled in that proMect�
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Juardians� or parents of child laEorers� 6oPe ePployers¶ and teashop 
oZners¶ cooperation is poor as they see school tiPe Zill affect their 
incoPe in terPs of ZorNinJ hours� 6oPe parents and Juardians Zho 
haYe a poor attitude toZards education or Zho are prefer the short 
terP earninJs of their children share the saPe opinions� 7hus� 1*2s 
PePEers create an approach of conYincinJ theP such as e[plaininJ  
to theP that the Zay they teach is serYice�oriented traininJ� liNe 
usinJ (nJlish Zords in a Penu list� :hen a foreiJner Yisits their 
shop� the children can easily coPPunicate Zith the tourist and this 
Zill also Ee Jood for the ePployers� ,n such a Zay� 1*2s attract the 
full attention of ePployers�

 7he education proYided Ey 1*2s for teashop child laEorers 
in this case study is free Eut not coPpulsory� +ence� econoPic acces-
siEility does not EecoPe a Earrier for child laEorers� 1on�discriPina-
tion is really oEYious in this case study� $s this proMect tarJets child 
laEorers� specifically teashop child laEorers� it is oriJinally proYided 
to ParJinali]ed and YulneraEle Jroups� ,n soPe classes proYided Ey 
0y0(� soPe children froP outside the teashop Moined the classrooP 
and participated fully� $ctually� eTuality in education in today is the 
Easic foundation for eTuality in the social and financial toPorroZ� 
and 1*2s Euild a ne[us and fill the Jap EetZeen the education and 
child laEorers that the JoYernPent has poor iPplePentation strate-
Jies to fulfill� 

 7he second fraPeZorN on the riJht to Tuality education is 
indispensaEle in the essence of education� 7he cause of child laEor 
is deeply related to education Tuality� Poor Tuality education pushes 
soPe children aZay froP schools and such children Zould Postly 
enJaJe into the laEor force� ,n the hands of 1*2s JiYinJ educa-
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tion to YulneraEle children� Tuality education plays a Tuintessential 
role as child laEorers do not haYe enouJh tiPe to learn� ,n this case 
study� children froP teashops attend the classes tZo hours per day 
and three days per ZeeN� :ithin the liPited tiPefraPe� if the educa-
tion receiYed Ey children is ineffectiYe� then the Zhole process is 
PeaninJless� 7hus� in this case study� the co�founder e[plained that 
in terPs of 0y0(� they used the child�centered approach rather than 
the teacher�centered approach� .eepinJ the Tuality of the teachers 
is really challenJinJ and 0y0( has soPe e[ponential traininJ for 
the teachers� 7heir school curriculuP is focused on Easic literacy� 
life sNills� serYice�oriented (nJlish� and personal and coPPunity 
hyJiene education� 6tudents¶ participation is really essential in Tuality 
education and 0y0( tries to pull the full attention of the children 
Ey TuestioninJ and ansZerinJ�

 7he third fraPeZorN is the riJht to respect in learninJ enYiron-
Pent� Zhich coPprises of respect for identity� respect for participation 
riJhts� and respect for inteJrity� $ctually the teachinJ to children� 
especially child laEorers� is really interestinJ and challenJinJs� 0ost 
children Zho enJaJe in the laEor force PiJht haYe a history of Pental 
trauPa or Ead e[perience� )urtherPore� the present situation of child 
laEorers includes stress or feelinJs of insecurity� 7hus� their trainers 
reTuire delicate techniTues and softness to handle theP� Zhile the 
Post iPportant sNill is to aYoid re�trauPati]ation or re�YictiPi]ation 
the children� 2ne teacher Zho is also one of participants in this paper 
e[pressed frustration that soPetiPes the situation is really touJh for 
theP as soPe children in the class are stuEEorn and not cooperatiYe�  
$s their teacher� it is really necessary to understand each child¶s 
EehaYior to Neep the children¶s attention in the class� ,n fact� EuildinJ 
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a platforP toZards the riJht to education for child laEorers has soPe 
difficulties Eut neJlectinJ theP is Pore risNy for their oZn future and 
the future of coPPunity� 

Challenges for NGOs: Reintegration to formal school
 :ith reJards to reinteJratinJ into forPal school� 1*2s liNe 
0y0( firstly intended to send child laEorers EacN to forPal school� 
.o 7iP 0aunJ 0aunJ $ye ������ said ³:e intend the children to 
Jo EacN to forPal education liNe school� +oZeYer� this is useless� :e 
use the pedaJoJy of school liNe te[t EooNs� schoolinJ curriculuP� 
:hat Ze faced in reality is children cannot folloZ our teachinJ as 
they haYe no tiPe� 6oPe of theP haYe no intention to Jo EacN to 
school� (Yen if the children haYe such a Zish to Jo EacN to school� 
the parents cannot accept it´� )urtherPore� he added that Zhen they 
used the pedaJoJy of school curriculuP liNe school te[t EooNs� the 
children in their class EecoPe stressed as they cannot learn all te[t 
EooNs Zithin the liPited tiPe fraPe� $s a result� the reinteJration 
to forPal school EecoPes a challenJe for 1*2s Zho are actiYely 
inYolYed in the issue of child laEor and their riJht to education� 

 7he PotiYation of children to Jo EacN to school is an iPpor-
tant asset to re�enter into the schools and Eased on collected data� 
three types of children can Ee cateJori]ed� encoPpassinJ those Zho 
do not Zant to Jo EacN to school� those Zho Zant to Jo EacN to 
school� and finally those Zho Zant to Moin inforPal classes opened 
Ey 1*2s Eut not the school� 7he irony of each Jroup EecoPes the 
challenJinJ situation� 7he first Jroup Zho do not Zant to Jo EacN to 
school Pentioned as reasons that they Zere unhappy Zith and had 
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poor interest in education� 7hey insist that they are Pore YaluaEle 
to their faPily Ey PaNinJ incoPe contriEutions rather than JoinJ to 
school� 0ost of these children are happy in the outside Zorld apart 
froP school and they haYe persistently iJnored education� ,n such 
situations� Zhen the philanthropic Jroups proYide education around 
the area of their liYinJ space� they haYe poor PotiYation to participate 
in class and they thinN it a Zaste of their leisure tiPe� 

 7he second and third Jroups are different froP the first one� 
&hildren in these Jroups haYe soPeZhat or stronJ PotiYation to Moin 
the forPal school� +oZeYer� their situations cannot alloZ theP to 
enter the school� 7he second Jroup of the child laEorers Zho Zant to 
Jo EacN to school do not haYe opportunities for their riJht to educa-
tion� 7heir parents or Juardians looN for short run earninJs and the 
children thePselYes feel they haYe a sense of duty to support their 
faPilies� Parents or Juardians haYe poor aZareness aEout the Eenefits 
of education� 0eanZhile� the poor education systeP proYided Ey the 
JoYernPent and econoPic hardship forcefully push the children to 
Jo to ZorN� 0ost of the cases of children in this study shoZed that 
the faPily PePEers of these children Zere the ones Zho Jot the 
MoEs for their children� 0ost parents of child laEorers insisted on 
the earninJs that their children can PaNe Zhen they ZorN and that 
those earninJs played a Yital role in their suEsistence liYinJ� Parents 
or Juardians haYe poor aZareness aEout the education of children 
and this EecoPes the EiJ Earrier to sendinJ children to school� 7hey 
EelieYed that a child¶s education is enouJh if he or she NnoZs Easic 
calculation and can read a little� 6uch Ninds of parents Zhose oZn 
education Zas liPited in their liYes had a poor attitude aEout educa-
tion and PisJuided to their children to Jo to ZorN instead of school� 
7hus Pediation Zith theP is really challenJinJ for 1*2s� 
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 7he third Jroup is the Jroup Zho Zant to Moin the inforPal 
classes proYided Ey the 1*2s� $pparently this Jroup has feZer hur-
dles coPpared to the other Jroups as the children in this Jroup haYe 
PotiYation to participate in the inforPal class Zhile they are ZorNinJ 
and it is assuPed that they haYe Pore or less an understandaEle leYel 
aEout the Eenefits of education� %asically Zhen 1*2s¶ PePEers 
Moin Zith theP� the children can attain education thouJh there are 
still soPe challenJes in terPs of teachinJ hours� teachinJ Paterials� 
and teachers� etc� %ut the participation of ePployers is crucial in this 
part� :hen children ePployees are not alloZed Ey their ePployers to  
study� it is really difficult for the children to Jet an education� 
&hildren are ZorNinJ Pany hours aJainst the laZ in order to earn 
soPe Poney� 7hus� thouJh they haYe PotiYation to learn� tiPe 
constraints and perPission froP ePployers EecoPe critical points 
for theP� 

 ,n turn� such type of ePployers can taNe adYantaJe of loose 
laZ enforcePent� $lthouJh the laZ states the use of children at ZorN 
Zith soPe liPitations� there is in reality no punishPent for those 
ePployers Zho use children at their ZorN Eeyond the liPits of the 
laZ� )urtherPore� instead of feelinJ Juilty� soPe ePployers taNe the 
ZorN of the children for Jranted� 7hus they are the core contriEutors 
for such children and support their faPilies� includinJ the children� 
Ey JrantinJ that MoE opportunity� 7hey are not interested in proYid-
inJ education to their younJ ePployees and their cooperation is Yery 
poor� 7his is a EiJ oEstacle for 1*2s as Zell as child laEorers Zithin 
the circle of the riJht to education� ,n terPs of 0y0(� the 1*2s 
try to persuade� conYince� and neJotiate throuJh PeetinJs Zith the 
ePployers in order to Jet tiPe for children to learn� 6oPe ePploy-



110

วารสาร
สิทธิและสันติศึกษา

ers shoZ Jood cooperation Eut soPe do not� 7hus the ePployer¶s 
cooperation is Tuintessential in proYidinJ education to child laEorers 
especially for those Zho Zant to Moin the non�forPal classes proYided 
Ey 1*2s� 

Conclusion
 $s JloEally accepted� education is a Peans or an instruPent 
to iPproYe the situation of child laEorers� 5eJardinJ the riJht to 
education for child laEorers� the role of 1*2s is a Nind of EuildinJ 
a ne[us or fillinJ a Jap� ,n fact the Jap is rooted in the poor respon-
siEility of the JoYernPent to fulfill their oEliJation to coPply Zith 
international standards� 1*2s as a catalyst innoYate the Zays of 
proYidinJ education to child laEorers Eased on the concept that if the 
children cannot reach to education then education Pust reach theP 
ZhereYer they are� 7hus 1*2s are catalysts for neZ pathZays of 
proYidinJ education to child laEorers� in other Zords they proYide a 
ne[us in the entitlePent of the riJht to education for child laEorers� 

 8nder the notion of a huPan riJhts�Eased approach to 
education� 1*2s play an iPportant role in raisinJ aZareness and 
iPproYinJ attitudes toZards child laEor Ey sharinJ NnoZledJe Zith 
soPe staNeholders such as parents� ePployers� Juardians� etc� aEout 
the riJht to education for children and hoZ education can raise the life 
of the child laEorers and their faPily� ,n soPe cases� 1*2s initiate� 
Moin� and assist the JoYernPent aJencies as liaisons in iPplePentinJ 
soPe educational proMects such as inforPal or Yocational education 
proMects� 7herefore� the role of 1*2s is proPinent in adYocatinJ for 
the riJht to education for child laEorers in countries liNe 0yanPar 
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in Zhich the JoYernPent has liPited capacity to iPplePent policies 
on the riJht to education for child laEorers�

 6iJnificantly in 0yanPar� liNe other deYelopinJ countries� 
1*2s¶ role is trePendously necessary for YulneraEle children�  
:hether the classrooP proYided Ey 1*2s can do Eetter than 
JoYernPent proYided schools� the forPer can directly offer education 
and the Eenefits of education in the location of YulneraEle children 
Zhere the JoYernPent cannot proYide a huPan riJhts�Eased approach 
to education� +ence� child laEorers� liNe other children� can attend 
school eYen in touJh situations throuJh classrooPs proYided Ey the 
1*2s� -ose 5aPos�+orta� Zho Zas a 1oEel Peace Pri]e /aureate� 
said� ³1othinJ is Pore iPportant in a neZ nation than proYidinJ 
children Zith an education� ,f you Zant peace and Mustice� if you Zant 
MoEs and prosperity� and if you Zant a people to Ee fair and tolerant 
toZards one another� there is Must one place to start� and that place 
is school´ �%enedeN� ������ 1o one can arJue aJainst the fact that  
schools are the Eest places for the future of children and child 
laEorers deserYe to haYe schools�
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