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45201203 : MAJOR : HISTORY OF SOUTHEAST ASIA
KEY WORD : SAKON-NAKHON BASIN / DEVELOPMENT OF “MUANGS”

PHOORIPHOOM CHOMPHOONUCH : THE DEVELOPMENT OF “MUANGS” IN
THE SAKON NAKHON BASIN BETWEEN A.D. 1828 AND 1893. THESIS ADVISOR :
PATANAPONG PRAKALPONG. 254 pp.

The purpose of this thesis is to study The purpose of this thesis is to study the
historical development of settlements and towns in the Sakon Nakhon basin between 1828
and 1893 during the period in which Nong Khai emerged, in place of Vientiene, as the centre
of the region.

The result of this study shows that the Sakon Nakhon basin was passing through
the stage of revitalization as people of different ethnic backgrounds began to migrate from
the left bank of the Mekhong to settle in towns on the right bank. Many town expanded in size
and population whereas new settlements began to rise. The status of these townships and
settlements was duly recognised by the Siamese court which had extended-it political sway
over the area following the so-called *Chao Anuwong Rebellion” in 1824. These towns
clustered in the same pattern. Each cluster had a centre around which other towns revolved.
These chief towns were Nakhon Phanom, Sakon Nakhon, Mukdahan, and Nong Han. They all
had satellite towns, but were under the control of the governor of Nong Khai, who exercised
administrative power on behalf of the court. These clusters of towns were bound together by
common Lan Chang-influenced traditions and, notably the folk belief concerning the
Buddhist Reliquary at Nakhon Phanom.

Many factors, internal as well as external, contributed to the socio-political
changes in the Sakon Nakhon basin. The economic development of the area was shaped by
the internal tributary system the principal towns had with Bangkok, whereas, externally, the
threat of French Imperialism had turned the Sakon Nakhon basin into area of strategic,
politico-economic importance. These factors compelled the Siamese court to introduce the

subsequent administrative reform and began the process of integration and centralization.

Department of History Graduate School, Silpakorn University Academic Year 2006
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