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The aim of this thesis is to study the backgrounds, art styles and concepts of belfries in the
temples of the Rattanakosin period. Eighteen bell towers were chosen for this study; they are from
Wat Phrachetuphonwimonmangkhalaram, Wat Rakhangkhositaram, Wat Bophitphimookworawihan,
Wat Arunratchawararam, Wat Ratchaorasaram, Wat Thepthidaram, Wat Ratchanaddaram, Wat
Mahannapharam, Wat Sangkhajai, Wat Suwannaram, Wat Chalermphrakiet, Wat
Suthatthepwararam, Wat Somanaswihan, Wat Ratchapraditsathitmahasimaram, Wat
Phrasrirattanasasdaram, Wat Ratchabophitsathitmahasimaram, Wat Benjamabophitdusitwanaram
and Wat Yanawa.

The results of the research are as follows;

1.In each temple, the belfry-is/the only one building that.was designed to be tall-and not
solid. However, the wood belfry is less solid than the brick one, so when rung, the bell of the former
one can produce more resonant sound. This is the most important concept for the architecture of
this kind. In this period, most of the belfries were built in the Buddhawasa, but not too far from the
Sanghawasa and other versatile buildings such as the preaching hall. This arrangement was
possibly due to the convenience because all of the monks and laymen can hear the bell which is
rung to inform them the start of a ceremony.

2. Mostly, the design of belfries has not been fixed to any religious concepts, so the
artisans built them according to the styles different from the ordination or assembly halls which
were the most important buildings in each temple and therefore were stricter to the tradition. Due to
this fact, the styles of the belfries are various and influenced by the art styles of other countries and
the development of the traditional art. They also mirror the trends and society in the period that they

were built.
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