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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to: (1) study deviant behavior in local election
campaigns; and (2) study the factors that supported deviant behavior in local election campaigns.

This was a qualitative and quantitative survey research. Data was collected using a
questionnaire from a sample population of 396 people with rights to vote in the election for
Tambol Administrative Organization (TAO) members and president. Additional data was
collected from interviews with 14 politicians running for TAO members or TAO president in 7
tambols (local administrative units) in Wang Tong District, Phitsanulok Province before the
elections on 18 July 2005. Data from the questionnaires administered to voters was analyzed
using percentages, while data from the interviews with candidates was analyzed using descriptive
analysis.

The results showed that: (1) The types of deviant behavior in the local election campaigns
studied were in accordance with the prohibition under Clause 57 of the 2002 Local Government
or Local Administrator Act and were no different from the types of deviant behavior found in
national elections. (2) Besides candidates’ desire for fame or an honorable position, the other
factors of voter income, candidate income, educational level and attitudes of voters, and the local
social and political situation as well as local culture and traditions, did not significantly support

deviant behavior in the local election campaigns studied.
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