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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this descriptive study were to investigate both risk and
preventive behaviors of leptospirosis and to examine the relationship between risk and
preventive behaviors among suspected cases of leptospirosis of the Pga k’uyau
hilltribe people in Mae Wang district, Chiang Mai province. The sample included
three hundred and sixty two Pga k’uyau hilltribe people who lived in Maewin
sub-district, Mae Wang district, Chiang Mai province. The instrument used in this
study was a questionnaire comprising of personal data and risk and preventive
behaviors information. The content validity of the instrument was considered by three
experts, the content validity index was 0.84 and the reliability was 0.94. Data were
analyzed by using descriptive statistics and the chi — square test. Logistic regression
analysis was also used to adapte the significant level of association.

The results of the study showed that, the most risk behavior of leptospirosis
was during the period of working in the garden for 3—-6 hours/day (43.4 %). The other
more risk behaviors were during the period of keeping animals for less than
3 hours/day (38.4 %) and the period of working in farm for 3—-6 months/year (34.0 %)

respectively. The less risk behavior was during the period of fishing or catching the



aquatic animal for more than 6 hours/day (2.5%). The most frequently found
prevention behavior of leptospirosis was wearing boots while working in the farm or
in the garden (48.1 %), the risk behaviors associated with suspected case comprising
the period of raising animals less than 3 hours/day (OR 2.563; 95% CI 1.146—5.729),
the period of working in the garden 3-6 hours/day (OR 7.205; 95% CI 3.411-15.221),
and the period of working on the farm 3-6 months/year (OR 3.032; 95% CI 1.505 -
6.107).The preventive behaviors affected the suspected case who was working in the
farm or in the garden without wearing boots (OR 5.455; 95% CI 2.187-13.603) and
increasing frequency of wearing boots were significantly associated with decrease

suspected case of leptospirosis (P < 0.001).





