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HERITAGE INTERPRETATION OF HISTORIC COMMUNITY IN RATTANAKOSIN

TIPAWAN WANNAMAHIN 5237697 LCCU/M

M.A. (CULTURES AND DEVELOPMENT)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE : TAIMSOON SIRISRISAK, Ph.D, WEERANAN
DAMRONGSAKUL, Ph.D, PANAYU CHAIRATANANONDRA Ph.D

ABSTRACT

This research aims to study the destination image by the interpretation content,
techniques and tools of historic community sites and the opinions of visitors, villagers and
those who have involved in the interpretation techniques and tools in Rattanakosin area. This
qualitative study employs in-depth interviews along with observation from the researcher’s
view point, focusing on the case of the cultural heritage interpretation of Thatian Historic
Community located in old Bangkok.

The result of the study shows that the perception and interpretation
of the destination image of Thatian community’s cultural heritage, through the selected
communication means, is rather unclear and not successfully presented to visitors due to its
limited form and unappealing presentation. Moreover, the presented information does not
correspond with historical information, which leads to misunderstanding and misinterpretation
of the heritage values of Thatian community.

Nonetheless, the communication and interpretation process of what are the
heritage values are shared through people within the community. This means the process is
viewed as a tool, which the community used to share their story of struggling against eviction.
Furthermore, the perception and knowledge about the community’s heritage is not limited to
the communications means within the community only, but also from others sources including
song lyrics and movies. These are examples of unconventional and creative communication
methods, which can effectively deliver the message of cultural heritage’s values and help to
decide the appropriate policy to raise awareness of and inform the public of the importance
of the community’s existence. Therefore, the concerned organizations promoting the tourism
industry can apply appropriate unconventional and creative communication means in Tourism
Policy and the Tourism Master Plan to revive Rattanakosin Island.

KEY WORDS: DESTINATION IMAGE/ INTERPRETATION/ CULTURAL HERITAGE/
RATTANAKOSIN/ THATIAN
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EXTENDED SUMMARY

Rationale

Throughout the period of economic development over the past ten years,
the tourism has slightly become one of the major industries in Thailand. In 2011, there
were more than 20 million tourists from many countries traveling Thailand; and led to
the income more than 500,000 million Thai baht. Moreover, the presentation and
interpretation of natural and cultural tourist attractions have also developed. The image
of these tourist attractions such as the Grand Palace and Wat Aroon are not only
known as a symbol of the old town areas in Bangkok or Rattanakosin Island, but it has
also become the image of Thailand as well.

Rattanakosin Island is an area that has been widely known by tourists
around the world. It is often presented to a positive tourism image through various
media such as the guidebooks, historical books, radios, televisions, Internet, maps and
other media. Written by the tourism writer, Rattanakosin Island is area with the
beginning of the Royal Maha Chakri, cultural centre of Thailand, and the first source
to Bangkok extended to the surrounding. Nowadays, it is the representative or symbol
of Ayutthaya which had flourished in the past, and passed on this to future generations
proudly appreciate in the Rattanakosin Island (Sombat Champangern, 1996: 32). The

importance of this is also reflected on the cultural heritage site of the historical
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significance in Bangkok and Thailand such as the Emerald Buddha Temple, the Grand
Palace, and many other palaces which currently have modified to be the offices of
several government organizations, museums and historical resources that are
distributed in this area.

Not only there are also a lot of stories, memories and heritage culture
resources as mentioned above, but Rattanakosin Island also has many old cities or
historic community such as Ban Baat Community, Nang Lerng Community, Mahakan
Fortress Community Bang Lampu Community, Tha Chang Community, and Tha Tian
Community. These communities are the habitat of a various groups of people together
with the formation and growth of the Bangkok. Today, the landmarks and historical
societies are the major component of the identity of the Rattanakosin Island which
really has the important values to the tourism and cultural knowledge. However, these
communities are very often neglected to the importance of presenting on the public; as
a result, the cultural heritage of these is unknown widely when they are compared to
other major tourist attractions as mentioned above.

For many years ago, there have been a lot of museums in Rattanakosin
Island, the Museum of Siam, and Rattanakosin Exhibition Hall. The historical
resources remains an interpretation and presentation about the history of Bangkok and
Thailand, heroes, and major institutions in the country in the form of "History of
Thailand”. Regarding local historian has said, creating a framework of Thai history
along the "Chronicle" focused on the king appeared in the Chronicle leads to
determine the effect of history specifically on political events related to the famous
kings or heroes in the periods of Sukhothai, Ayutthaya, and Bangkok (Tida Saraya,
1996: 24-25). The stories are often reproduced in interpretation and presentation until
it leads to replacement on a set of historical memories, the story of a small community
and people in that area.

According to the objective of Department of Environmental, Natural and
Cultural Conservation, it has aimed to remain the conservation and development in
Rattanakosin and ancient towns for more than 20 years. As a result, it leads to the
promotion of open space and green space in conservation of historic architecture and
historical value, reducing the density in location and traffic site. This policy has led to

the measures of the construction and activities control in Rattanakosin Island area
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affected on many communities. With the statement of local historian "The impact of
the development from the top to the bottom can cause the destruction of this learning
process, and the local people do not recognize in themselves. The plan to develop the
area of Rattanakosin Island along the current policies also affects on the eviction of
many historic communities to build the community for economic structure. As a result,
there are the impacts of tourism in the community without realizing in people who live
in areas for a long time.

For example, Tha Tian Community is one of historical community focused
on home building and plan which is important to setting up the state. There is an
interesting story, valuable historical, architectural, cultural, economic, transportation
and other tourism image as the other cultural heritage of Thailand which have
interpreted and presented to the public today. Historically, these communities are
slowly being forgotten with the omission of prioritizing the interpretation and
presentation. The image was replaced by the history of the mainstream of local
historical memory. And that is the consequence of the policy management for the
conservation of cultural heritage which is not consistent with the existence of the
community. Meaningfully, the phenomenon that occurs in many ancient towns is not
being offered publicly known.

Interpretation of historic communities is one way to help the communities
realizes in themselves, and proud of their identity and their own cultural roots with
understanding; including publicize their own culture to people from other places have
learned to be respectful to each other in society. These can cause to a strong
community, and contribute to the development of changes in contemporary society to
live together with respect and understanding. Although there were the studies of the
interpretation of cultural heritage in the Rattanakosin Island, there is no study related
to the impact caused by the interpretation focused on the image of country by ignoring
the importance of local history. Therefore, this research focused on studying the issue
by using a case study of Tha Tian community as the historical site which are conveyed

through the media; including the museum which is located in that area.
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Research Question

How are the image of tourism and the Interpretation of cultural heritage in

Tha Tian Community?

Research Objectives

1) To survey and study the important cultural heritage in historical
community named Tha Tian for interpretation.

2) To study the content and form of interpretation nowadays.

3) To study the opinion of common people and related people in creating

the content and interpretation form.

Benefits

1 Ability to apply the result of study for using as the tourism policy and
the area development of related organizations.

2 To encourage the community and related organization for realizing in

the importance of historical community and participation of locality for interpretation.

Research Methodology

The research used the method of Qualitative Research to study from
collected data divided into two parts as follows: 1) from the literature review 2) from
the fieldwork by collecting data in Tha Tian community, Bangkok which is the area of
old community with history and cultural heritage in Rattanakosin Island. The
methodology was consisted of using 1) Survey to view the technique or tools used for
physical interpretation with presence in the community today, 2) In-depth Interview to
learn about the community's tourism image of Tha Tian community, opinions on the
interpretation of community. In the parts of historical data, memory, and identity of

the community are about information related to cultural heritage and capital available
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in the community, and 3) Observation in activity or environment is related issues of
the study by taking a note and photos with the concept of interpretation and the
destination Image together as a guidance of analysis, design, and presentation on the
interpretation suitable to the context of Tha Tian community from the perception and
comments on the presentation of cultural heritage. Moreover, the concept of the
Cultural Heritage is also used for guidance in determining the cultural capital of the
community as a cultural heritage that should be offered through interpretive tools.

Conclusions

Tha Tian Community: The Cultural Heritage Sites in the Old Town in
Rattanakosin Island

"Tha Tian" is one of the oldest communities in Bangkok located in Sanam
Chai Sub District, Phranakorn, Bangkok which is a part of the inner Rattanakosin
Island. The areas of community are divided into 3 parts for freehold as follows: the
freehold of private, temple, and Crown Property Bureau. The main population living
here have the important role in this community; mainly Thai- Chinese Chaozhou who
have their own business with various trading and commerce. And the distinguished
career is wholesalers which are still left over from the heyday of the wholesale
grocery.

The location of community is along riverside which has been the key
factor created the historical area with the development of country and the city centre
since the Ayutthaya period until the city of Bangkok as the origin of various cultural
heritage up to now. The surrounding of Tha Tian is still centralized the source of
important events of the country such as the administrative centre and the transportation
of both water and land. Tourism is  a major source of historical places as the
landmarks of arts and culture, education, commerce and economy. In this research, it
is focused on the interpretation of cultural heritage sites in the area as the proposed

local historic places in Rattanakosin Island.
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In the area of Tha Tien community, it has had the history consistently for a
long time told by local scholars. The early history of this area can be divided into three
periods as follows:

1) Ayutthaya

2) Thonburi

3) Rattanakosin

Tha Tian people living in the community are Chinese- Thai. Most of them
are the relatives. The Realization of the community to show the identity is being
people of Chinese (Chaozhou), beliefs and scarification in the gods. Chinese shrines in
the community have spread to five places in the communities which can reflect to the
beliefs and lifestyles of commercial waterfront community with a long and continuous
time. There is the worship to the gods every year by the Chinese ethnic groups.
Therefore, they have grouped together for activities and social interaction; including
show solidarity in the community. The integration of community organizations as the
association is able to connect people in a community together rather frugally. It is
compared that the associations is the local social organizations to help people in the
community, and protect the benefits of the community. These are passed to next
generations and used for uniting people in a community together firmly. The strength
of this community is a unity in organizing itself and solving the problems in the
community. Moreover, there is also a working group on culture in gathering people
who are interested  in poetry and many kinds of writing to create the work for being
the benefits in the community. These works can be used to disseminate and
communicate the information to people inside the community and outside the
community by designing in the form of interpretation in the community; for
example, creating the junk with people as the symbol in community that is printed on
canvas awning on the building for commercial for protecting the sun and rain, and also
the source of its interpretation.

The contents of the cultural heritage of Tha Tian community are studied the
context shown in the presentation and materials available today. They are divided into group
of content which should be presented and interpreted of this study as follows: 1) the buildings
in the area of Tha Tian community, 2) Tha Tian Market and a centre of the trade in "Yi Pua”

style or wholesalers, 3)Wat Pra Chettuponwimonmangkalaram (Wat Pho), 4) Wisdom of
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massage - traditional medicine heritage of Wat Pho, 5) the central trade of dried seafood and
fish, 6) foods and atmosphere of side street restaurant, 7) the sources of selling dice and
gambling equipment, 8)a central settlement of a community that became a source
of Boutique Hotel along the Chao Phraya River, 9) the various myths and narratives about Tha
Tian, 10) the kindness and unity in the community, 11) the belief in the nature of the Chinese
people who have the occupation related to the gods and Chinese shrines in the community,
and 12) the symbol of community named "Chinese Junk”.

The Destination image recognition and comments on the
interpretation of cultural heritage in Tha Tian community

The studies of tourism appearance or perception about the value and the
definition of cultural heritage in Tha Tian cultural heritage Community were from the
survey of interpretation and presentation of the cultural heritage apparently, and from
the opinion by interviewing about the content and form of community from the
outsiders. It can be concluded that the content and format of value communication,
and the definition of cultural heritage in Tha Tian community cannot make the
outsiders get well-known and understand the meaning and value of heritage as good as
they should.

The perception of outsiders about the generic name of "Tha Tian" as
"immune signature”, and the legendary of "Giant in Wat Jang and Giant in Wat Pho"
can be created the awareness about the community which is adjacent to the waterfront.
People know this community as a stopping point on a car or a boat, and the
conjunction place to the tour on the trail near the main attractions connected to other
places. In addition, the perception of some old people is known about Tha Tian
community as the wholesalers of food processing and dried seafood. Moreover, there
was also a transport hub on the community as water transportation, at the period of
Tha Tian also offered the boat as the transportation to the neighboring provinces
which was also in connection with the lyrics of the famous song named "Phu Ying Ta
Khom or sharp-eyed woman in English” sung by Sornkiri Sriprachuap, the famous
folk singer in the past, and the lyrics was described the atmosphere to show the
prosperity picture of Tha Tian community in the past.
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This perception is from the presentation and interpretation of cultural
heritage in the area of cultural heritage in the community by creating content format
from the survey as the tools. A few presentation styles and interpretations such as the
signs related to information about the community and major buildings in community
cannot make the community aware of the value and meaning of heritage in Tha Tian
community by the outsiders.

The opinions on the interpretation of cultural heritage in Tha Tian
community at the present are studied and divided into two sides: Content and
Technique of the interpretation in communication by interviews about the opinions
from three groups consisted of people outside and inside the community; including
those people involved in the preparation of interpretation in communication.

The opinion on the content and presentation techniques: About
interpretation, people in the community think that it is necessary, because Tha Tian
community is the area that has a lot of tourists come to. It is needed to have the tools
to communicate to the visitors. Especially, the form of signs to tell the information in
community such as road signs to tell their names for identifying the location of
landmarks in the community. Furthermore, the title of the old avenues can also tell the
story of each individual one that used to have the various ports around there, and
nowadays there are the modern restaurants instead.

The opinion on the content of presentation: Content was presented that
did not match with the interview from people in the community, because it was
thought that a historical documents were informal to approach, and usually presented
in the side of the history in a more distorted way for being so interesting. However,
the presentation of cultural heritage in Tha Tian community is still not presented
directly to the evidence through education and research enough. The information is
presented as the distorted one, and some important historical contents are missing. As
a result, the readers cannot recognize and understand the true value of the cultural
heritage of community. The issue that people in the community would like to present
is "The history and the importance of community and people in Tha Tian". This is
what the community wants to be known by the outsiders, and realize in their
origins, backgrounds and roots; including the issue called "The identity of Tha Tian
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Community" which has the specific characteristics and be remarkable to people can
get well-known and think about Tha Tian community.

The results of the survey on cultural heritage interpretation compared to
the perceived image of tourism in community show that there was a little relationship
of them during the survey, and most of people did not know about the cultural
heritage in Tha Tian community. At the same time, the researcher found that the
process of creating an interpretive heritage has gradually formed periodically.
Therefore, it was consistent with the survey results and presentation which was still
studied rarely when it was compared with the existing list of cultural heritage in the

community.

The occurrence of interpretation process of cultural heritage in Tha

Tian community

The civil society in Tha Tian was caused by the fraternity, taking care of
each other with the Chinese system that had handed down from their ancestors who
migrated to Siam; including the adaptation of people in community to different
occurred events which would be affected on the occurrence of the cultural heritage
interpretation in the community consisted of the effect on community such as the big
flood in 1995, the community had coordinated in handle with the big flood problem
by themselves smoothly by complementing and asking for some helps from the
government as least as possible. Moreover, there was also the adjustment for handling
with the planning for improving the area of Rattanakosin Island. Especially, Tha Tian
community was a part of areas with the need of improvement; therefore, there were
the circumstances of the eviction and expropriation caused by the result of the master
plan policies and development projects issued by the government that affected
on Tha Tian community directly. Finally, there was the aggregation to negotiate the
rights of their own habitats.

The circumstances of eviction were caused by the desire of the
government to manage the area of Rattanakosin Island around the waterfront to be

viewed the beautiful landscape by the tourists during the year of 1997. Moreover, the



s ssawiung unagluuuauysainesngy / 184

refund of land in the community from a temple was the condition that contributed
to the design of their own interpretation to the public. Finally, it led to resurrect and
use the value of cultural heritage of the community  for negotiating the existence of
the community. The situation occurred as a factor in the process of cultural heritage
interpretation that can show the duration of the occurred process as shown below.

The first period, in 1999 there was the occurrence of eviction from the
crown property because of the creation of a master plan for the preservation and
development the Rattanakosin city. At the beginning, there were many kinds of
researches related to Tha Tian community for reflecting on the value of the existence
and conservation of the community by respecting the values of comminity . It was
called that the period of attentiveness from people in community, and those involved
in handling to the cultural heritage in old town of Rattanakosin Island.

The second period, in 2002 while the current management of the cultural
heritage in the areas of Rattanakosin Island by the government had also been
encouraging for the restoration, searching on history and values of Tha Tian
community through public and working on cultural heritage management, there was
the event of walking street around the area of communities and waterfront of the Chao
Phraya River from Maharaj Road to Phra Arthit Road in the project of cultural street
in Rattanakosin Island which was held in March to April 2002; including organized by
the Center for Public Affairs Office of the National Culture Department for promoting
the tourism campaign in the anniversary of Bangkok at the age of 220 years. The
content of this consisted of story, legend, way of life, and the value  of things in the
locality from the past to present. They were also presented about the cultural heritage
of these communities in Rattanakosin Island.

The third period, in 2006 there was the organization of knowledge and
culture management called the National Discovery Museum Institute or NDMI. Before
there was a museum located nearby Tha Tian community, there had been the
corporation with community by setting “the first project of community research
surrounding the National Discovery Museum Institute (Tha Tian community - Flower
Market) for leading to the familiarity and understanding to the cultural heritage values
of the community around there. This research can be called that investigation research

of cultural heritage values in the communities in the areas of Tha Tian and
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surrounding. Finally, there was the activity for interpreting in the exhibition named
“Lesson one of Tha Tian, Bangkok- from the Portland to the land of tourist
attractions” which was held in2014.

The fourth period, in 2009 there was the occurrence of evictions from Wat
Pho temple which had planned to evict people living at the front of Nok Yoong Door
to the Chao Phraya Riverfront for development and improvement of the area to be the
economic benefit. The community had coordinated together for banning and
negotiating to the development plans of the Wat Pho’s abbot by setting the stage of
speech for the communication to the authority of eviction. The content of this was
about the history of Tha Tian community, background of people in community since
the ancestor until now for showing the importance of those areas. Moreover, there
was the group of poets who wrote the poetry with the content of the community’s
importance, the background of community; including the outstanding identity of
community which should be conserved to maintain sustainably in the community. The
requirement and negotiation of this time with peacefulness was completely successful,
that is, the plan of eviction for development was finally suspended.

The occurrence of concept and design related to the interpretation of
cultural heritage in this community was the result from the adjustment and change of
the master plan for this area development. The political movement in the community
level in the case of eviction occurring in the community, it led to the requirement and
negotiation for the existence of people in the community, the trend of the old town
conservation in Rattanakosin Island; including the realization in knowledge and
culture management in those areas from the government and public organizations.
From this, it was the power of interpretation process which was used for being the part
of communication tools. The -cultural heritage was applied to be used for
communication to the public for the livelihood of people in Tha Tian community as
the tools and forms of presentation and interpretation of cultural heritage in the
community. Importantly, the awning with the community symbol of people in the
Chinese junk has also been effective up to now in the terms of interpretation and other

benefits.
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The interpretative problems of cultural heritage in Tha Tian

community at this present

1. The disappearance of the research methodology and searching on

cultural heritage in working related to heritage management

Culture of today People who involved in the work on the interpretation of
cultural heritage in Tha Tian community try to focus and support for the activities
related to the area surrounding the museum. Moreover, the interpretation of this area
will have the process that is started from searching on the value of the research for
surveying the cultural definition and values of those heritages. After that, it leads to
the process of translation and interpretation, and presentation to the public
respectively. Furthermore, the National Museum Institute has also started to support
the research on cultural heritage and values of the surrounding community. However,
it still lacks of supporting in research methodology, searching, and information
record about cultural heritage in the community before they are interpreted and

interpreted in next steps.

2. The interpretation of some distorted and missing important
historical contents

The presentation which is found nowadays is the interpretation of missing
information when it is compared with the evidence; for example, providing historical
information about the ages of establishing the community. From this, it can cause to
the misunderstanding to the tourists and visitors. Providing distorted information is
like neglecting to raise awareness to the public about the historical significance of the
community that have occurred for a long time. Because the contents of some major
historical are missing, the readers cannot recognize and understand the true value of

cultural heritage in the historical community.
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3 The use of unsuitable interpretation techniques to the contexts of
community

The form of tool used for interpretation apparently nowadays has failed to
attract, invite, or persuade the attention of tourists in being interested in the heritage
sites of the community; for instance, there are not any maps of the community, signs
for showing landmarks in the community, guidebooks of Tha Tian community, etc.
The formats used today are less diverse and unsuitably designed to the context of
community. Normally, the way of life for people in a community often has the
occupation about trading. Most of their time is also spent on the livelihood and
careers. The design of patterns in the interpretation of cultural heritage should be
appropriate to the stereotype of people in the community. By comparison, the
generally apparent amount and form of interpretation such as the signs of direction,
landmarks in the community, and maps are not attractive enough; including the
amount of information is not also enough to the readers in approaching the
information. Finally, it will not be able to lead to the impression and motivation

on the tourists or outsiders to feel interested or desire to visit the community again.

4 Lack of work planning and support from the relevant
organizations seriously and continuously in the management of cultural heritage
in the old town

Because the relevant organizations who work about the interpretation of
cultural heritage in Tha Tian community did not have a policy or planning seriously
and continuously in the form of a long-term plan, the management of working about
cultural heritage lacks the consistent period. Besides, when there was a change of
administrator and staffs working in the organization, the plans have been suspended or
canceled due to some administrators may not realize the importance of work. The
interpretive heritage has not been taken seriously and continuously either.

The lack of such long-term planning can lead to the lack of support for
cultural heritage management from the government and relevant organizations; due to
lack of serious planning. As the result, there is also the lack of support for the
activities or creating interpretation process in the community; for example, there is the

annual event which is held by Tha Tian community. This is one of the appropriate and
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effective forms related to the presentation and interpretation of cultural heritage. Last
time, there was the funding from people in community to hire the Chinese opera to
show in the annual event. However, because of the lower economic condition
nowadays, they cannot have enough money to pay for the opera to play regularly and
consistently as before. Not only the budget, but it is also included the support of
promotion about the activities available in the community to the public. Moreover, the
product from working on the above interpretation can be reflected  on this research

related to the unsuccessful interpretation of cultural heritage currently.

5 Lack of departments or organizations directly responsible to
cultural heritage management

Tha Tian community quite aware of their own cultural heritage
management from the adjustment to be consistent to a change of development policy
of a master plan to improve the area around Rattanakosin Island with the current of
awareness in the conservation and urban Development. However, nowadays there is
lack of organizations who will be responsible to handle cultural heritage management
in the urban community directly that can be the intermediary to retrieve the
cooperation of various sectors; especially the capacity of community in the

management of cultural heritage.

Discussion

This study is about cultural heritage interpretation of historical community
in Rattanakosin Island from Tha Tian community, Grand Palace, Bangkok. The
researcher found that the tool or model in the interpretation and presentation of
cultural heritage in the source with the historical community context which has had a
history of community continuously up to now. Apparently, there are not many tools of
presentation and interpretation. It is in the process of searching, reviving, and
collecting the heritage for designing the presentation and interpretation that is mostly

managed by the community rather than the government or its related organizations.
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The findings in this study also show the results of presentation and
interpretation in the context of the old community. There are historical and contextual
conditions that are different from the presentation and interpretation of cultural
heritage. This area is characterized by community which has people with living and
livelihood there. Thus, the important tool for presentation and interpretation of
heritage values is "People in Community" who are living in the community and have
the role as presenting and relaying the meaning and values to the public. The
important thing of this process is presentation and interpretation of cultural heritage to
"People in the community™ firstly. Then, the communication to the outside groups,
community or public similar to relying cultural heritage from one generation to
another one will be called that "The communication of cultural heritage”. When there
is the perception and understanding of those value and meaning, creating and
designing the form and content of presentation and interpretation of cultural heritage
happens naturally. The government of involved organization should support, stimulate,
and do the role as the leader of those processes to people in the community. The
processes of conveying and relaying the values and heritage of community have done
through some forms of ritual beliefs in the community by the participation of people
in the community who would like to relay the values from one generation
to another one.

The found presentation and interpretation is in the kinds of the story and
legend in the community; including the song is about the image of Tha Tian
community which is the narrative storyline. The stories will be told repeatedly, and
communicated by the narrator to the listener without creating any tools to interpret the
physical characteristics in the area of cultural heritage in the community only.
Moreover, it can also be published and communicated named "Interpretation in

outside the area "™ which can lead to the perception of many stories about the
community partially before visiting Tha Tian community. The narrative is a powerful
tool that can create the imagination of the destination we will visit, because some
forms of interpretation can provide information to the tourists and visitors. After
receiving that information, their arrival can also become the concrete objects and

apparently touchable abstract.
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The role of cultural heritage interpretation in the context of Tha Tian
community is used for being the tools of presentation the story to the community;
including people and their livelihood in the community for negotiating about the
rights of habitat for the end of eviction which comes from the approval of the cabinet
to the Master Plan for conservation and development of Rattanakosin. The plan was
updated for improving the area within Rattanakosin Island with plans to improve the
market area in Tha Tian in the campaign named “Opening the overview of Wat Pho”
during the year of 1997.

In addition, the interpretation in the context of the old town with the
houses or the old buildings was the touchable cultural heritage. Therefore, the
researcher proposed that the presentation of value and beauty of the building with
adjusting the view by removing unknown ruins should be the way of conservative
which was one of presentation, because those buildings had shown their own values
and beauty. Furthermore, they should be repaired, renovated, cleaned, painted, and
managed what is to obscure the building such as disordered power lines, or trees that
could cause clutter and visually obscured the view of the offered cultural heritage.

The study shows that the interpretation of cultural heritage in the historical
area is the management of heritage with the different context from other cultural
heritages, because they have the continuation of using that area, and the way of life
that continuously combined  with those different cultural heritages. Therefore, the
design or creation of the interpretation cultural heritage process must be recognized to
the participation of people in community which is an important tool in creating and
interpreting the values to the public. Besides, it was no need to have the concept used
for designing the tools in the interpretation limited in one of area, but it can be
created and relayed the meaning and values of the cultural heritage with the updated

tools regarding the form of changes in technology and living in the society nowadays.
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The proposal of Interpretation tools in Tha Tian old town

Interpretation tools used reviewed in Tha Tian old town
1. Organized Talks and discussion

Information Duty

Walking Tour

exhibition and display

Sign and Exhibition labels

o g~ WD

Publication/printed media
7. online electronic media
Interpretation tools in Tha Tian old town finding
8. Community Ritual and Ceremony
9. Community Logo
10. Community Interpreter
11. Song lyrics
12. Movies
Proposal Interpretation tools in Tha Tian old town
13. Application Software

14. Souvenir

Policy Suggestion

1. The master plan for the preservation and development of Rattanakosin
or the policy of many kinds of development should be managed by the government
and relevant organizations which is the old community. From this, it is important to
be the habitat of people and the source of knowledge and historical attractions by
using the presentation and interpretation of cultural heritage as the tool for presenting
the values and stories to the public; including the participation of people in writing the
plan of conservation and development of the old city in Bangkok.

2. To support and encourage the organizations or relevant departments

who have been working on cultural heritage management in the area of Bangkok
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already; including to have the long-term planning for working on the interpretation
of cultural heritage for ensuring the continuity and the intermediary in this work.

3. To promote the outsiders to get well- known about the source of
cultural heritage together with other tourist attractions as the source of cultural and
historical learning in the area of Rattanakosin Island.

4. To support the participation of civil society and focus on building
the communication process of the interpretation presented by the views of people
in community with emphasis on the participation of civil society in designing  the
forms of interpretation, content, tools, and presentation suitably to the context of

cultural heritage sources of each area.

Operating Suggestion

1. The renovation and restoration of landscape at the area of community is
one way of offering aesthetic values in the physical form which will show the
landscape of community to the public; including conform with the presentation and
design in creating the tools of cultural heritage interpretation that are suitable to the
context of community.

2. The interpretation of cultural heritage was conveyed to people in
community firstly by supporting and promoting activities in the community to achieve
internal communication by conveying valuable cultural heritage in the community to
next generations for leading to the knowledge, understanding and awareness in being
the people of Tha Tian community Tian such as the ceremonies and annual opera of

community, etc.

The Related Topic of Research in the Future

For the consistency on the context of community and the change of the
master plan for the development of Rattanakosin Island harmoniously and sustainably
to all parties with effective interpretation and presentation about cultural heritage sites
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in the Rattanakosin Island, it should be further study of this research which will be
contributed on related various issues as follows:

1. To study the process of exploring, searching, and restoring cultural
heritage in the community for the interpretative guidance of cultural heritage in the
historic community.

2. The interpretive process of heritage community in the context of the old
city at the area of Rattanakosin Island

3. The comparative studies of presentation and interpretation of cultural
heritage sites in other communities located on Rattanakosin Island for the presentation
and interpretive of cultural heritage.

4. The study of possibility and the development of cultural heritage areas
as the sustainable tourism attraction

This study will contribute to the creation of knowledge and understanding
of cultural heritage management in the area of Rattanakosin Island that is a key feature
of context related to the old town form in the community efficiently and sustainably to

the changes in the future within this area.
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