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This objective of this study is to analyze the efficiency of rice crop harvesting and
transportation processes experienced by a selected group of farmers in Suphanburi and Buriram
Provinces. The study investigates the costs and time incurred during the harvesting process and

the transportation process.

The study compares the harvesting by hand and the use of rice combine harvesters and
finds that the use of harvesters would be faster and less expensive. As a result, the use of
harvesters would help farmers save time and cost and at the same time lessen the problems of
labor shortage during the harvest season. The analysis of the transportation process shows that
farmers who transport their crop for sale immediately after harvesting will experience the least

transportation cost.

To improve the efficiency of rice crop harvest and transportation, the farmers should
consider replacing the harvesting by hand with the use of harvesters and forming a co-operative to
invest in a shared harvester to save on harvesting costs. For crop transportation, farmers who
need to knead, dry, and store their crop should perform these tasks at the same location. Else,
they should transport the crop for sale right after kneading and drying in order to minimize

transportation time and cost.





