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ABSTRACT

Dementia patients are at a high risk for falling. If nurses perceive risk factors of falls, it
will help them to plan for nursing care and fall prevention. The purpose of this descriptive study was to
study factors related to falls among dementia patients as perceived by nurses in Suan Prung
Psychiatric hospital, Chiang Mai province. Population consisted of 119 register nurses and
technical nurses who had experiences in caring for dementia patients for at least one year.
Data collection was conducted in August 2006. The study instrument was a Factors Related to
Falls Among Dementia Patients questionnaire consisting of two parts: a) nurse’s demographic
data, and b) factors related to falls among dementia patients. Questionnaire was developed by the
researcher based on literature reviews. The content validity examined by five experts was .90.
The reliability obtained by Kuder-Richardson Formula 20 [KR-20] was .92. Data were analyzed
by using descriptive statistics.

The results of study revealed that, more than half of nurse perceived patient’s pathology,
nursing care, and environment as factors relating to falls. However 63% of nurses perceived that

restraining patients was not a factor relating to falls.



The results of this study indicated that nurses should increase their awareness about

factors relating to falls among dementia patient in all factors.



