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The purpose of this research study was to examine factors that were related to ea}ly
dating behavior of female adolescents. The participants were 17-year-old, 619 female adolescents
from high schools in Bangkok and Metropolitans. They were classified into 2 groups: the non-
early dating group and the early dating group. The questionnaires were divided into two parts: the
first part included questions about participants’ personal informaticn. The second part included
the questionnaires regarding family functioning, peer norms, mass media influences, self-esteem,
parental monitoring, and physical attractiveness. Data were analyzed by using Discriminant
Analysis.

Results indicated that 8 variables helped categorize the participants into 2 groups
(Wilks’ Lambda = .76, p < .001) and yielded predictive efficiency of 72.7%. Finding from the
analysis were as follows:

When compares the non-early dating group and the early dating group, the carly dating
participants reported lower academic achievement, higher perceived peer norms, higher peer
network, higher perceived self attractiveness, higher online in the chat room, higher amount

income per day, trend to have separated parents and have dating sibling.





