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The purposes of this thesis were to compare ability of using mental state information
to persuade others in four- to seven-ysar-old children, to predict Thai chiidren’'s above
chance ability of using mental state information to persuade others, and to compare ability
of using mental state information to persuade others in children who understand and do not
understand other’s belief.

The subjects consisted of 160 children, 80 boys and 80 girls aged 4, 5, 6, and 7
years old. The instrument was the Belief tasks and Persuasion tasks modified from the study
of Bartsch and London (2C00). One-way ANOVA was used for statistical analysis.

The study shows that :

1. Ability of using menta! state information to persuade others in four- to seven-year-
old children increases in accordance with their increasing age (p<.001). Seven-year-old
children have higher ability in using mental state information to persuade others than the
five- and six-year-olds. Four-year-old children have the lowest ability in using mental state
information to persuade others (p<.01).

2. Results from Logistic Regression reveals that Thai children are able to use mental
state information to persuade others approximately at seven years old.

3. Four- to seven-year-old children who understand other's belief are able to use
mental state information to persuade others better than those who do not understand other's

belief (p<.001).





