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ABSTRACT

This study has three objectives: first, to study the effect of low cost airlines within
ASEAN on the number of foreign tourists to Thailand; secondly, to study travel behavior of
foreign tourists traveling by low cost airlines within Thailand and thirdly, to study the use of the
saving obtained from traveling by low cost airlines.

The data for this study were collected from a structured questionnaire survey of 604
tourists at Don Muang Airport from February, 2006 to April, 2006 covering 304 Thai Airways
passengers and 300 low cost airlines passengers.

This study revealed that the availability of low cost airlines within ASEAN to Thailand
had a positive impact on foreign arrivals at the 0.10 level of significance.

An investigation into foreign tourist expenditure by MCA method found that at the 0.10
level of significance, tourists that traveled by low cost airlines spent 1,198 baht per person per day
less than tourists that traveled by Thai Airways and first time visiting tourists spent 1,168 baht
per person per day more than repeating tourists.

A Poisson regression was undertaken to study factors influencing the length of stay of

foreign tourist in comparison with ordinary least square regression. It was found that both



methods produced similar results. It could be concluded that male tourists had a longer length of
stay than female tourists; the retirees, the unemployed labors and housewives had a longer length
of stay than those in other occupations; first time visiting tourists would have a longer length of
stay than repeating tourists; tourists that traveling by low cost airlines would have a longer length
of stay than tourists traveling by Thai Airways.

The pattern of traveling within Thailand of foreign tourists was studied by program MAP
for Windows version 1.1.2. Both groups of tourists were found to have a common linear pattern.

The study also found that 68 percent of tourists would spend the money saved by using
low cost airlines in Thailand and the remaining 32 percent would take it home. Among those
tourists willing to spend the money saved, 22 percent would spend the savings for shopping.

Therefore, low cost airlines in Thailand are likely to contribute to the further expansion

of tourism industry in the future.





