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MERIT MAKING AND AMAL FOR THE DEAD IN BUDDHISM AND ISLAM : A
COMPARATIVE STUDY

WONGTAWAN JANTAGARN 5236868 SHCR/M

M.A. (COMPARATIVE RELIGION)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: WUTTHINANT KANTATIAN, Ph.D.,
ANAS AMATAYAKUL, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to study merit-making for the dead in
Buddhism and amal for the dead in Islam and to compare the principles and practices
and the relative culture associated with both traditions. This research design was
documentary research examining and gathering data from both religions, scriptures,
exegeses, articles and books of both religions related to the research topic. Data
analysis was qualitative, based on documents from textual analysis.

The finding of this research was that the principles and practices about
merit-making for the dead in Buddhism and amal for the dead in Islam were both
confirmed. The comparison of textual analysis in Buddhism showed that 10 ways of
making merit and one and two patterns of practice were found in the doctrine. On the
other hand, amal for the dead which can be divided into 15 forms and two types, was
found in Al-Hadith of Islam in both the doctrine and practice. The reason for merit-
making and amal for the dead in both religions was the desire to do good things for the
dead, but the fundamental beliefs of both religions were different.

Suggestions for other researchers are that they should compare between
the mind (Citts) in Buddhism and soul (Ruh) in Islam, because the dedication of merit-
making and amal for the dead in Buddhism and Islam were firmly associated.

KEY WORDS : MAKING MERIT FOR THE DEAD IN BUDDHISM /
AMAL FOR THE DEAD IN ISLAM.

140 pages
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MERIT MAKING AND AMAL FOR THE DEAD IN BUDDHISM AND ISLAM
: A COMPARATIVE STUDY
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M.A. (COMPARATIVE RELIGION)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: WUTTHINANT KANTATIAN, Ph.D., ANAS
AMATAYAKUL, Ph.D.

EXTENDED SUMMARY

1. Background

At present, our social world is full of sciences and modern technologies to
make people’s lifestyles be more convenient than people in the past. However, since
the past times until this age there is no one avoiding to death according to human
being’s life style. On the other hand, in life styles of everyone, he or she might face
with loss and death, so the death of friends or closed relatives and farness are the
evitable natural rule. Moreover, someday he or she might be also dead as same as his
or her close relatives.

Death is the nature of human beings which everyone can’t avoid. It is said
that normally everyone is not pleased to die , but he or she can’t get over the death.
Therefore, the death in the end of life or in every age of life is the must one. According
to this cause , we should find the spiritual refuge for relieving scare to death. Then, it
is the religions because every religions can answer the question of death subject.
Moreover, the death is the nature that our human beings can’t avoid ; thus, everyone
might face with the death of people in their societies as well as their closed relations
brought into grief from their goodness or merit between each other. Besides, it shows
of love , relationships , cares , good wills , gratitude , and good actions or merit to
reflect of the teachings for religions between death and merit, ( Phikhat Phetin , 1981 :
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1) Thai society is the multiculturalism with varieties of cultures , religions and life
styles. According to the table of demographic statistics from Census and Housing of
National Statistic Office in A.D. 2000 by classifying with religions , genders and
authority, it showed that there are Thai people who believe in Buddhism for
61,746,429 people following by Islamic with 3,259,340 people and other religions in
some numbers. Furthermore, according to this above statistic report , it showed that
Buddhism and Islam have the first rank and second rank for Thai people to believe in,
respectively. Then, the researcher is interested to study the comparative one of Buddha
and Islam teachings and practices.

Moreover, both religions believe that death is the nature of our human
beings with the teachings of the next world because when people do good or bad
things , they will gain the results of their actions as the saying that as you sow , so you
reap. Thus, people who do good things might born on the heaven and have the
happiness. However, people who do bad things might born on the hell and be suffered
as wrote on the scriptures of two religions with similarities. Then, it is said that it has
the life conditions to gain results of actions since we are human beings no matter of
making merit to live happily after death and suffering from punishment. However,
although the life conditions after death of both religions are not the same with the
different teachings of Buddhism and Islam in cosmology. On the other hand,
Buddhism believes that it might have the world conditions after death as
the human beings circle until each person has achieved to be the Buddhist Saint to get
over from this circle of worlds that are heaven and hell. (Saichon Kamchaibun , A.D.
1998 : 33-41)

On the contrast, the teachings of Islam haven’t consisted of the teachings
of the life circle after death , but this religion has taught about the conditions to wait
for judge or Akira. However, the life conditions after death or worlds after death of
both religions have been in the same way for ethic field that are the life after death and
world after death to response of goodness and badness , the receiving prize from doing
good things or merits and punishment from doing bad things or badness.

When considering from the teachings of Buddhist and Islam , it was found
that they have the teachings of death and merit by making merit from ourselves to

receive merit in the next world. Then, these teachings have reflected to the importance
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of both religions about the merit of each person from doing good things while he or
she is human being that is affected to the death conditions. What’s more , that person
might gain the result actions or merit from his or her actions also.

According to the teachings of Buddhism and Islam, it has claimed for
merit and some kinds of goodness relatively to the relationships of death that people
who do good things might have merit. Moreover, the results of the merit might be the
reward in the next world or heaven. In addition, the beliefs of merit in both religions
have reflected with the ethic conditions to have happiness and comforts in the next
world which is the highest aim of both religions. Therefore, according to the above
teachings of death and merit from these religions , it can conclude that people might
have merit or goodness and receive the results of merit or results of goodness in the
next world after they have performed good things or made merit in this world only.

The general principles of both religions have specified that some kinds of
goodness can be the confirmation of the existence for next world or the world after
death. Besides, these actions of goodness can result from love , cares and gratitude or
to assist the dead relatives to get over from dangers in bad world or have more
happiness in the next world. Then, the close relatives who have lived should keep the
dead person in mind by doing some kinds of goodness with their principles of the
religion. Then, according to searching information from the teachings in making merit
or some kinds of goodness for the dead ones in both religions , it was found that
it is relevant to the teachings of Buddhism and Islam.

In addition, in Buddhism it has teachings and practices for making merit.
However, according to the history of Buddhism it is relatively with King Pimpisarn
,who in the past had offered Chetawan Maha Wiharn Temple as the offering dedicated
to Buddhist Monks for the first time without making merit behalf of the closed
relatives. Then, they have heard the groan from the hungry ghosts that include of the
closed relatives of the King Pimpisarn at that night. After that he has shocked and
brought this subject to make consultant with Buddha , so he has advised and told a
story about the past existence of some hungry ghosts. Later, he let King Pimpisarn to
water poured out while giving aims symbolical of making merit to all hungry ghost
again. Finally, the hungry ghosts including of the closed relatives of King Pimpisarn

had felt happy after they had been made from him.
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For the teaching and practices in amal for the dead people in Islam, it has
been written in Al-Quran scripture with the main idea by saying that the value of good
actions for human beings with faith to inherit the children might not be reduced , but it
has also be guaranteed. Therefore, according to this principle it is conform with the
information in Al-Hadith scripture which is recorded by Muslim 13.4005 Abu
Huroyrah and said by Nabee that when someone has been dead , his or her work
might be ended , except for 3 things that are continuous alms , advantageous
knowledge for people and good child for blessing to him or her.

According to the Buddhism’s teachings and practices for making merit
and amal to them in Islam , it is one of essence in all teachings. Moreover, for the
information inside both scriptures it is interesting to search for study much. Thus, no
one has searched of this research information subject before , so the researcher is
interested in search of this information to make comparative study of teachings and
practices of donate on behalf of closed relatives to the dead ones in Buddhism as well
as amal for the dead ones in Islam.

2. Objectives

1. To study the teachings and practices to make merit as well as amal for
the dead in Buddhism and Islam , respectively

2. To compare the teachings and practices to make merit as well as amal

for the dead in Buddhism and Islam , respectively

3. Scope

The searching of study has scope to study as these details:

1. The important scriptures of Buddhism , such as Tripitaka , Exegesis and
Supreme and Visuddimakka ,etc.

2. The important scriptures of Islam , such as Al-Quran and Al-Hadith
scriptures

Thus, these scriptures have been included with researches , articles |,

academy works and relevant books.
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4. Methodology

This research is the quality study. Then, the researcher has specified the
research by studying from the documentary research to search the teachings and
practices for making merit and making Alma to the dead people in Buddhism and
Islam, respectively. Therefore, the researcher has gathered information from
documents with contents relevantly with the subject of research classifying into
document types as these details:

1.Primary source of Buddhism , such as Tripika , Exegesis and Supreme
and Visuddimakka and Islam , such as Al-Quran and Al-Hadith.

2. Secondary source , such as research documents , academy articles of
Buddhism and Islam and books with Buddhism and Islam relevantly with the subject
of research.

The Qualitative Analysis is the Textual one to bring information from
religion scripture , research documents , articles , books or evidences relatively with
the subject of research for analyzing. Then, the researcher might describe and explain
the subject of research and compare that are to gather information from scriptures ,
research documents , books and articles from both religions relatively with the subject

of research prior to separate , format and order with the suitability of contents.

5. Anticipated Benefits

1. It can make understand the teachings and practices to make merit and
amal to the dead people in Buddhism and Islam, respectively.

2. It can make understand in comparative study of teachings and practices
to make merit to the dead people in Buddhism and Islam for knowing culture

relationship.
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6. Results

According to study , it was found that the making merit and amal for the
dead in Buddhism and Islam can classify into 2 parts as these following:

1.Buddhism has teachings , Dharmic principles or certified legislations and
evidences in religion history through scriptures and inheritance of Buddhists.
Although the level of importance and the details of teachings and practices are varied
with characteristics of religions and the main beliefs or Dharmic principles as the core
teachings , the teachings and practices in this subject of both religions have been in the
same ways.

For the first time to study and search about the subject of research , it
should make understand for the overall that both religions have believed in the same
ways or at least with their similarities. Besides, it should study and search information
on the teachings and practices to make merit and amal for the dead in Buddhism and
Islam seriously. Then, it will find both differences and some similarities that are on the
foundation of Buddhism for main beliefs which is called atheism religion for believing
in being suffered on life circle on all 31 worlds. Thus, when the close relatives or
closed people have been dead , they are always afraid to be in trouble or suffered in
bad worlds. Moreover, if it has happened , Buddhism has methods to assist those
people by persuading them to make merit to the dead ones.

The condition that several Buddhists might believe that their relatives
should be in trouble or suffered is the way that they have born on the hungry ghost
world , such as being born as the hungry ghost named Parathadthuphacheewickapeta.
Besides, the life style of all hungry ghosts in this world can live with the donating as
behalf of closed relatives only. Thus, after these hungry ghosts have their soft sins ,
they can receive merit. However, they can’t live by themselves , but they might have
their thin and nude bodies with their hungriness as well as lacking of their necessary
appliances to live. Therefore, it is the normal life for this kind of hungry ghosts to
receive merit from the relatives as we have seen in the religion history for the past
times that King Pimpisarn has made merit to those hungry ghosts (Peta).

Donating as behalf of close relatives to the dead people in Buddhism has
the specific objective for being advantageous to their close relatives who have born to

be the hungry ghosts. In addition, they might get over from their sufferings in the
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hungry ghost world although their close relatives might not know whether their dead
relatives might be born in which world to receive merit. However, it is essential to
make merit to the dead ones frequently because in beliefs of Buddhism it is said that
human beings who have their passions should be suffered with born in life circle
endlessly. Besides, on the last worlds it is possible to have the relatives to be born in
the same worlds as well as the suffered relatives to live in the hungry ghost world also.
Then, making merit is really important to help or support the relatives who have born
in the hungry ghost world.

Similarly, both causes and reasons to support of making merit to the dead
people are advantageous to people who make merit. Then, it can help people who are
alive to receive merit from this part also and in the field of relationships to the
relatives who are alive. Then, it is compared to the way for gathering in the familiar
group as well as to receive mutual merit. Thus, after studying and searching
information as one part , it was found that when the relatives who are the hungry
ghosts can receive merit from the full grant to them. Later, it will change the condition
of the bad world to the good world instantly. Therefore, if it has happened ,they should
recall for these relatives who make merit to them and then bless the good wish or
support these alive relatives although in this part it hasn’t seen the empirical
evidences.

According to studying from practices in making merit to the dead people
in Buddhism , it has the clear practices in 2 methods that are to pray and pour water.
Besides, when considering this subject from searching information , it was found that
pouring water is the outstanding characteristic although it is the multiculturalism from
Brahmanism adoption. However, in Buddhism it can accept that this method can be
performed and it might become to be the fixed pattern to apply since Buddha’s life
time and be continue for practices in making merit relatives to the dead people until
now.

According to studying and searching the teachings and practices of making
merit to the dead people as one kinds of making merit or Pattitannamai , it is as one
important pattern of making merit from Bunkiriyawattu 10 with practice evidences to
make merit as behalf of closed relatives for the dead people. In addition, it is conform
with the history of this religion which claimed that in Buddha’s time it had the
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practices to make merit for the dead people by making this kind of merit before.
Besides, this popular method is called pouring water that is applied from Brahmanism
to perform for a long times, but Buddha accepted in this practice which isn’t in
the wrong way from the principles of Buddhism. However, it is the multiculturalism
since Buddha’s time , but this fixed practice pattern has been applied continuously for
a long times since present day. Nevertheless , although now the traditions and
practices in local area are varied , the teachings and practices to make merit in
Buddhism can be still found in life style of Buddhists in this age.

On the other hand, for praying it is the part of converted person without
detailing much , except for claiming in this pattern of making merit only.The teachings and
practices in making merit to the dead people in Buddhism has reflected to Dharmic
principles in this subject for 2 fields that are Thid 6 principle in the subject of Thid Biangna
or gratitude from children to parents and Paleekam 5 principle in the subject of
Puphaphetaphalee (antecedents) or making merit for the dead relatives that is the
advantageous way obtaining from teachings and practices in making merit to the dead
people in Buddhism. However, although the merit ones might be only the hungry ghosts ,
such as Parathattupacheewikapeta , but it should realize for the teachings and practices to
make merit with ability and perform goodness. Then, if it isn’t as that way ,they might born
in the bad worlds to be suffered. On the other hand, after they received merit from making
merit to the dead ones , they might apprehend more about the merit principle which is
significant to the alive people and the dead ones to born in the worlds.

2.For Islam, the teachings and practices in amal for the dead has given
importance to the performing to be the good Muslims and fond of Allah. Then, the
teachings and practices to make Alma for the dead people in this religion has given
second importance on practicing themselves with the way of Islam or be the good
Muslims. Besides, after studying and searching information ,it was found that Islam
has teachings and practices to amal for the dead with uniqueness. In addition, the
goodness of the dead people is beneficial after they have died or amal for the dead
from this world might make merit or goodness of them to have results ceaselessly.

For amal to the dead and their alive relatives , these 2 parts have the details
on both teachings and practices for 15 subjects. Besides, these teachings and practices

to amal for the dead might not in the wrong way or the new things to the religion.
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Then, it can be permitted to take action that isn’t the wrong way of Islam principle.
Similarly, this method is the warning to the performing of Islam principle for applying
seriously to be fond of Allah and good muslim.

For the traditions and practices of amal to the dead, it can apply by using
the method to count and determine the day of amal for the dead people with local style
from beliefs of Buddhism. Then, it can create the cultural relationship in local area as
the multiculturalism. However, according to Islam principle it was found that amal to
the dead can perform in many patterns with the performing principle of this religion as
religion rules , such as performing worship of Allah’s kindness and joining in Hujj
ceremony and others. Thus, it can perform in any day by any person and any time ,
and this method is the way to increase another significant factor as one way that are
the good attention or intention in amal to the dead people only. After that, the merit
from taking action might be the one from people who have amal.

Islam is Theism to believe in only god named Allah ; moreover, the
principles of Islam and religious activities principles are the approved rules from
Allah. Besides, it includes with the proper behaviors of Muhammad to be approved for
performing also. Then, in Islam it hasn’t believed in life circle , except for born and
death for 2 times only. Therefore, it believes in born from the non-living thing to be
the alive person and living as human-beings until death that is called the first time and
death and born in death world to wait for reviving to the new person in the day of
Kiyama (Akhirah) or the judge day that is called the second time only. However, the
beliefs in dead and born of Islam attitude are in only one way without born to be back
to the same world again. Thus, the dead from this world might become to be the spirits
or Ruh to live in the Barzakh world or the graveyard until the day of Kiyama
(Akhirah) or the end of the dead. What’ s more , amal to the dead in Islam can
perform in 2 ways as below details.

The first one is to amal for the dead from the goodness of them while they
had been alive to have merit continuously. Then, the dead might have merits
automatically which they can classify into 8 patterns , such as continuous merit
donation or sodakao yareya (donation for the dead) or the advantageous knowledge |,
good children or good grandchildren or Luaksorlae (good son and good daughter) ,

building the mosque , building the public rest house for poor people and tourists ,
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digging the pound , digging the river , digging the spring or water resource , donation
or inheriting Al-Quran scriptures for the heir and planting the date palm. Thus |,
according to all patterns it showed that it has the characteristics of amal to the dead
atomically through the concrete way or things or people. Besides, the objectives in this
subject can response for the goodness that the dead have performed actions.

For another one is to amal for the dead from the alive relatives which can
perform in 7 patterns , such as blessing wish and apologizing to the dead, donating or
making Sodako(donation) to them and join in Hujj ceremony as well as performing
worship of Allah’s kindness , doing fasting and breakfast and having meal with big
animals after killing instead for the dead. Besides, we might place or put the fresh
Date Palm stem in front of the graves also. According to all above patterns , it was
found that the characteristics of amal for the dead by the alive people are in both of
concrete and abstract way including of things and performing ourselves with Islam
principles. Thus, with this objective subject , there are several ways to reduce the
punishment by performing something to repay for the dead.

In conclusion , it shows that both religions should accept , guarantee and
have confirmed evidences in teaching and practices to make merit and making Alma
to the dead people. Besides, in Buddhism and Islam they have performed this
ceremony continuously until the present day. However, this ceremony has the
differences with the basic beliefs of both religions that Buddhism is Atheism , but
Islam is Theism. Similarly, they reflect the actions and ceremony patterns in different
ways with the belief pattern of each religion.

According to the table , it has showed of the concluded subjects or the
comparative subjects from studying and searching information as well as the teachings
and practices to make merit and amal for the dead people in Buddhism and Islam as

these details:
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Subject

Buddhism

Islam

1) Components to make
merit and amal for the
dead in Buddhism and

Islam

Donated people , One Kind of
Merits Ceremony , Intention of
Donated people , Merit People
(Death people) and Monks

Making one kind of amal
by ourselves and Having
Intention to amal to the
dead.

2) Types and Patterns to
make merit and amal for
the dead in Buddhism

and Islam

1 Type with 2 Patterns

2 Types with 15 Patterns

3) Characteristic  of
making merit and amal
for the dead in Buddhism

and Islam

Making  Merit
Monks
Pouring Water (Saying to

Make Merit)

through

and Praying or

Donation (Sodakah) and
Performing with All Islam

Principles

4) Condition of the Right

Only for the Hungry Ghost

Every livings in Barzakh

people to Receive merit | Named (Graveyard)

and amal to the dead in | Parathattupacheewikapeta

Buddhism and Islam

5) Level of Importance | Very Significant and Being | Second Importance from

for making merit and
amal for the dead in

Buddhism and Islam

from
10

one pattern
Bunkiriyawattu

(Pattatitannamai)

Islam Principle to Perform
Seriously While Being Alive
in This world(Dunya)

7. Suggestions

According to study to compare in the subject of making merit and amal to

the dead people in Buddhism and Islam, the researcher has given suggestions in doing

further research as these details:

For the interested people to study the comparative religion , originally the

making merit and amal to the dead people in Buddhism and Islam are relevant to the

subject of spirits (Citts) or in Islam is called Ruh or Soul with the close relationship of

both religion. Then, in this case it can give suggestion to study the comparing between

Citts in Buddhism and Ruh in Islam also.
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