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The purposes of this thesis were to compare Thai boys and girls’ ability in understanding
lies and unintentional mistakes, to predict their p(event) development of understanding lies and
uﬁintentiona| mistakes, and to study the relationships between their understanding intentions and
lies, and between their understanding intentions and unintentional mistakes.

Participants consisted of 160 children, 80 boys and 80 girls, aged 3, 4, 5, and 6 years old.
There were 40 children in each age group. The instrument was modified from the study of Siegal &
Peterson(1998). Two-way ANOVA, Logistic Regression, and Pearson Product-Moment Correlation

Coefficient were used for statistical analysis.

The study shows that :

1. The 4-6-year-olds have significantly better ability in understanding lies than the
3-year-olds (p<.05) but the 4-6-year-olds do not differ significantly. Main effect of different sex is not
significant, and interaction is not found between children of different age groups and their sex.

2. The 5- and 6-year-olds have significantly better ability in understanding unintentional
mistakes than the 3-year-olds (p<.05) but the 3- and 4-year-olds and the 4-6-year-olds do not differ
significantly. Main effect of different sex is not significant, and interaction is not found between
children of different age groups and their sex.

3. Results from Logistic Regression reveals that Thai children are able to understand lies
approximately at the age of 5.

4. Results from Logistic Regression reveals that Thai children are able to understand

unintentional mistakes approximately at the age of 51 .

5. There is a significant positive correlation between scores of understanding intentions and
understanding lies (r = .309, p < .01).
6. There is a significant positive correlation between scores of understanding intentions and

understanding unintentional mistakes {r = .405, p < .01).





