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ABSTRACT 20191 "

The objectives of this study were (1) to study economic and social state of
farmers who had planted oil palm trees in Ao Luk District, Krabi Province; (2) to
study their knowledge of oil palm production; (3) to study an application of
technology to oil palm production of the farmers; and (4) to study problems and
suggestions on oil palm production of the farmers.

The population in this study were 3,113 farmers who had planted oil palm
trees in Ao Luk District, Krabi Province. 354 Samples were selected by using simple
random sampling methodology in proportion to the quantity of the farmers in each
sub district. The data were collected by using interviewing. The statistical
methodology used to analyze the data by computer programs were percentage,
standard deviation and rating system.

The findings of this study were as follows: (1) Most of the samples were male,
Buddhist, their average age was 46.10 years, they were educated at higher secondary
level, they were a member of the Bank for Agriculture and Corporation, and they had
received agricultural information from agricultural extension officers; (2) their main
occupation was farmer who had planted oil palm trees, the persons who had worked
on the plantation were the members of their family and outside their family, their
average production of oil palm was 3,114.5 Kg/Rai/year, the average selling price was
3.79 Baht/Kg, the farmers mostly sold their oil palm products to industrial factories
directly because they could be sold at higher price; (3) the basic knowledge about oil
palm production of the farmers was at “best” level in all aspects; (4) the application of
technology to oil palm production of the farmers was at “good” level, a few activities
which had not been applied yet were the usage of water supply system for the oil palm
trees, and the record keeping of the following: their tribes, the date of planting, the
fertilizer and pesticide application, the quantity of their products, their expenditure,
and their net income; (5) the farmers had some problems on insufficiency of water
supply during no rain period, and unstable price of oil palm products. Besides, the
farmers suggested that the central government should have price guarantee for oil
palm products, enact an Act for Oil Palm Production, and supply chemical fertilizer to
be distributed at cheaper price to them.





