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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were (1) to study social and economic state of farmers
who were trained in Farmers’ Field Schools in Rayong Province; (2) to evaluate the training
in the schools; and (3) to study problems and suggestions on the training in the schools.

The population in this study were 125 farmers who were trained in Farmers' Field
Schools in Rayong Province. The farmers applied the knowledge achieved from the training
for their own fruit field, and also transfer the knowledge to their neighbors.

The instrument used in this study was an interview form with open — ended and close
—ended questions, and with 0.92 of reliability value. The data were collected by interviewing
the population. The statistical methodology used to analyze the data by computer programs
were Alfa — coefficient, percentage, frequency, mean, standard deviation, and rating analysis.

The findings of this study were summarized as follows: (1) 61.6 percent of the
population were male, with average age more than 51 years. They were educated at primary
level. The average quantity of the members of their family was 3 persons. They were a
member of an agricultural group. The average quantity of the members of their family who
had worked in their field was lower than 3 persons. The average total area of their field was 6
~ 10 Rai. The average duration of their Durian planting was 10 — 15 years. They had used
their own capital, and the average Durian production was 862 kgs/ Rai. Their production were
distributed at local marketplaces. They had got agricultural information from agricultural
extension officers. The average frequency of the visiting of the officers was 10.27 times/ year;
(2) they had got knowledge of agricultural participatory learning at “much” level, and it was
necessary for them to learn continuously and throughout the production season. The
suitability of the setting of the schools was at “much suitable” level. The trainers were willing
and at ease to transfer the knowledge. The application of the knowledge for their planting
which was at “much” level was the usage of qualified tribes of Durian only. The result from
applying the knowledge which was at “much” level was the survey of their field which helped
them to decide to manage their field properly; and (3) the problems on Durian planting which
was at “medium” level was the widely spread of thrips and red mites. And the problem on the
training which was at “little” level was the lack of facilities for the training.

The suggestions on the training were that the duration of the training should be 2 yrs/
course. They wanted to be trained continuously. The practice session should be in the
afternoon, 3 hrs/ day. For the training courses, papers should be produced and distributed to
the trainees after training. And some materials or tools should be brought for practicing by the
trainees, themselves.
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