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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to study the farmers producing the
photoperiod insensitive rice in Bang saothong Sub-District, Bang saothong District,
Samut Prakan Province as follows: (1) The social and economic conditions (2) The
photoperiod insensitive rice production and (3} The problems and recommendations
related to the photoperiod insensitive rice production.

The 158 samples came from simple random sampling of each household
producing the photoperiod insensitive rice from eight villages by preparation of 60.77
percents of population. The instrument used in this research was the structured
interviews whereas the statistics used in the data analysis were frequency, percentage,
average, maximum, minimum and standard deviation.

It was found from the research that (1) Concerning the social and economic
conditions, most farmers were male having the average age of 49.8 years old. The
majority of the farmers obtained the primary education having 4.1 household
members and 2.2 rice-production workers in average whereas the areas used to culture
the photoperiod rice were 27.2 rais. Most of them had to rent the areas to produce the
rice. In general, the farmers used their fund in the rice production, In addition, the
farmers bought the production equipments from the community shops. (2) Concerning
the photoperiod insensitive rice production, it was found that 1) The seeds were
bought, prepared and tested before the cultivation in the amount of 15-20 kg per rai 2)
The farmers prepared the soil by ploughing to adjust the soil and eliminate the weeds
3) In general, the rice was cultured in November and harvested in March — April of
the next year 4) The farmers controlled and paid attention to the rice contamination
and utilization of fertilizer 5) The weeds were surveyed and eliminated whereas the
rice seeds were cleaned 6) Most farmers used chemicals to eliminate weeds, pests and
diseases 7) The farmers harvested and distributed the rice in the local areas whereas
the rice seeds were dried to reduce the humidity for the next cultivation. (3)
Concerning the problems and recommendations, the farmers did not follow all steps
of rice production due to the lack of labor and time. Therefore, it was recommended
that the agricultural group should be established so that all technological steps could
be performed.

KeyWords: Photo Insensitive Rice, Bang saothong Sub-District, Bang saothong
District, Samut Prakan Province



