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PEOPLE’S PARTICIPATION OF DRUG PREVENTION IN COMMUNITY
POLICING AT SAMPRAN DISTRICT NAKRON PRATHOM PROVINCE

POLICE CAPTIAN WISARUT SUPAWAN 5337717 SHCJ/M
M.A. (CRIMINOLOGY AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE : SUNEE KULYAJIT, Ph.D., CHET
RATCHADAPANNATHIKUL, Ph.D., THANUNSAK BAVORNNATHAKUL,
Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

This study investigated factors related to people’s participation in a
community drug prevention policies in the district Sampran of Nakron Pathom
province. The study was conducted using the Quantitative Research method. The
sample consisted of 400 individuals who had performed community work and resided
in the district Sampran of Nakron Pathom province.

The results indicated that 187 samples (46.8%) were aged between 21-30
years, 209 samples (52.3%) were married, while 178 samples (44.5%) had completed
Bachelor degree. A total of 117 samples (29.3%) were employed, whereas 126
samples (31.5%) earned income about 10,001-20,000 baht, and 110 samples (27.5%)
had been living in the community for longer than 21 years.

The results also identified personal factor such as, age, educational level,
and monthly income, duration of residency in the community, including knowledge
factors on narcotics problems and understanding the roles of community police,
having the statistically significant 0.05%.

As for the level of people’s participation in drug prevention in a
community drug prevention policies in the district Sampran of Nakron Pathom
province, it was found that people participated highly by attending the meets
establishing, practicing and implementing policy plans. with a mean equaled to 3.87.

It is recommended that the Royal Thai Police or other agencies get more
involved in informing the community about preventing narcotics from spreading in the
community, including knowledge on community works and relations. This is done to
engage people in finding solutions for community narcotic problems, and put up
surveillance to detect signs of narcotic activity in the community as well as
establishing a network with other concerned agencies to integrate works under
concrete narcotics prevention and suppression policy.

KEY WORDS: PEOPLE’S PARTICIPATION / DRUG PREVENTION /
COMMUNITY POLICING AND COMMUNITY RELATIONS

156 pages
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PEOPLE’S PARTICIPATION OF DRUG PREVENTION IN COMMUNITY
POLICING AT SAMPRAN DISTRICT NAKRON PRATHOM PROVINCE
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THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE : SUNEE KULYAJIT, Ph.D., CHET

RATCHADAPANNATHIKUL, Ph.D., THANUNSAK BAVORNNATHAKUL,
Ph.D.

EXTENDED SUMMARY

1. Introduction

At present, the current drug situation is so intensified and widely spread,
especially in Thailand where drug problems has gained its severity and created greater
social impacts, judging on the daily news regarding drug situation, not only news on
smuggling illegal drugs from the neighboring countries into Thailand, but also the
crime originated by drugs (Highlight News, 2013).

Furthermore, the statistical record from 2008-2012 of the Office of the
Narcotics Control Board had identified numbers of accused drug dealers all over the
country in 2008 as much as 140,567 cases, whereas the numbers increased to 173,835
cases in 2009, followed by 183,110 cases in 2010, and 234,760 cases in 2011 and
203,771 cases in 2012 (Office of the Narcotics Control Board, 2014). These findings
are coincided with the arrest record of the accused drug dealers of the Royal Thai
Police that indicated number of arrested cases in 2008 all over the country as much as
154,401, and 183,362 cases in 2009. Meantime, in the year 2010, the arrested cases
equaled to 231,865 cases and 358,346 cases in 2011 , in 2012 total equaled to 403,964
cases and 461,494 cases in 2013, which indicated that drug problems are still the
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major concerned in Thailand, which quite serious and intensified (Royal Thai Police,
2014).

The Royal Thai Police which is the main agency for peace keeping and
guarding citizen life safety and property fully aware of all crime problems in Thai
society, including the drug problems, so it has set up its strategic plan (B.E.2012-
2021), having the first strategy on raising competency level in performing main
mission to respond to the government policies, mainly on the drugs prevention and
submission. Furthermore, the third strategy aims at the public and network
involvement in the police operation, mainly focusing on the safety of life and property
through community crime prevention with the public active participation according to
the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E 2550 (2007), Royal Thai Police Act
B.E.2547 (2004) and the principles of Community policing by the Royal Thai Police
integrating plan, activities and relevant activities with people’s participation and
activities of Office of Board of Royal Thai Police in all levels, volunteer police house,
security guards, public and private sector and others to match and identify the
connection as well as modify non-related conducive regulations so the agency could
perform with flexibility, having the concrete operation to display significant change
and seek the locals’ participation by being the core community leader to establish
network for crime prevention and solution to problems (Strategic Bureau, Royal Thai
Office, 2011).

The community police and community relations projects have been started
since 1998 until now, the project involves the adaptation of community relations
models aboard such Koban of Japan, Neighborhood Police Post of Singapore and
Community Policing of United States of America to match the social and
environmental conditions, including culture of Thailand, having the overall
operational results in certain satisfactory level, especially people seemed to
understand, have good attitude towards the operation and ready to collaborate with the
police to solve the community problem (Supachai Puangthong, 2004).

To effectively prevent and suppress drugs from spreading in the
community, the police has key role in working alongside with the community through
the promotional projects. Community works and community relations are among

project aiming to build relationships between the police and community as well as
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encouraging people to get involve with the police in self-defense, including crime and
drugs prevention. Without the people’s collaboration, no matter how they dedicated
themselves and efforts, added more sophisticated techniques and tools, the police
would not be able to eradicate drugs problems in the community without the locals’
participation because people participation was the latent force, most effective tool to
enhance police performance.

However, drugs problems tend to increase higher along Sampran district,
Nakronpathom province as the area became the city became the place to hide or roost
drug or drug before distribute to other areas. Judging from the narcotic records of
Nakronpathom Provincial Police in the past 9 months, it was found that the spreading
has continued steadily and the numbers of drug dealers and never reduced. Moreover,
the Provincial Police, region 7 set up the one of the important measures to prevent and
suppress drugs in such area, including Sampran area with the campaign directing at
eliminate crimes, drugs, human trafficking, illegal weapons based on the collaboration
Sub-district Administration and public sector to put up surveillance and suppression
against drugs addiction and crime reduction in such area. The researcher realized that
for the police to successfully prevent community problems from occurring, they need
people participation to make the operation effectively. Therefore, the researcher is
interested in studying the people’s participation of drug prevention in community
policing of Sampran district, Nakronpathom province so that the acquired data could
help setting up policies, plans and guidelines for community policing and community

relations to solve drug problems effectively in the future.

2. A Summary of Abstract

This study investigated factors related to people’s participation in a
community drug prevention policies in the district Sampran of Nakron Pathom
province. The study was conducted using the Quantitative Research method. The
sample consisted of 400 individuals who had performed community work and resided
in the district Sampran of Nakron Pathom province.
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The results indicated that 187 samples (46.8%) were aged between 21-30
years, 209 samples (52.3%) were married, while 178 samples (44.5%) had completed
Bachelor degree. A total of 117 samples (29.3%) were employed, whereas 126
samples (31.5%) earned income about 10,001-20,000 baht, and 110 samples (27.5%)
had been living in the community for longer than 21 years.

The results also identified personal factor such as, age, educational level,
and monthly income, duration of residency in the community, including knowledge
factors on narcotics problems and understanding the roles of community police,
having the statistically significant 0.05%.

As for the level of people’s participation in drug prevention in a
community drug prevention policies in the district Sampran of Nakron Pathom
province, it was found that people participated highly by attending the meets
establishing, practicing and implementing policy plans. with a mean equaled to 3.87.

It is recommended that the Royal Thai Police or other agencies get more
involved in informing the community about preventing narcotics from spreading in the
community, including knowledge on community works and relations. This is done to
engage people in finding solutions for community narcotic problems, and put up
surveillance to detect signs of narcotic activity in the community as well as
establishing a network with other concerned agencies to integrate works under

concrete narcotics prevention and suppression policy.

3. Research Objective

3.1 Study relevant factors to people’s participation of drug prevention in
community policing at Sampran district, Nakronpatom province

3.2 Study levels of people’s participation of drug prevention in community

policing at Sampran district, Nakronpatom province
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4. Research Scope

The scope of people’s participation of drug prevention in community
policing at Sampran district, Nakronpathom province is as follows:

4.1 Content focused on the people’s participation of drug prevention in
community policing at Sampran district, Nakronpathom province.

4.2 Population selected for this study lived in the village/community that
arranged community activities and community relations in Sampran district, Nakron
Pathom Province, using the Purposive Sampling to select males only since drug
prevention is a risky assignment, more appropriated for male to handle than female.

4.3 Sampran district, Nakronpathom province was selected as the study
site.

4.4 This study lasted for 12 months.

5. Research Methodology

This Quantitative Research has the following research methodology:

5.1 Documentary research through literature review and studying
relevant texts, documents, theses, research papers and relevant documents.

5.2 Study the distributed questionnaire or research tools on people’s
participation in drug prevention program of the community police at Sampran

district, Nakronpathom province.

Target Populations and Samples

Target populations in this study were the resident of Nakronpoathon
province who resided at the community involved with community policing in the area.

Samples were identified through stratified sampling as follows:

1. Find 5 villages/communities

2. Find 1,463 households from 5 selected communities to select final

numbers of population 4,916
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Compare the acquired samples 4,916 with the Taro Yamane formula and
derived at the Reliability of 95% or sampling error of 0.05%, so final sample size
equaled to 370 persons for each village/ community. Data were collected through
Purposive Sampling, selected 74 samples per each village/ community. Total 400

samples were data informants.

Research Tool
Research tool in this study was the questionnaires on people’s participation
of drug prevention in community policing at Sampran District, Nakronpathum

province.

Data Analysis

After collecting complete data from the samples, the acquired
questionnaires were verified for accuracy. Later, recheck the accuracy and completion
of the questionnaires before fixing number on the questionnaires, ready for the
analysis.

1. Coding and naming variables with number on each item

2. Apply coded data for analysis with the computerized program SPSS and
apply statistical tools such as, Descriptive Statistics for explain sample characteristics
with Frequencies, Percentage, and Analytical Statistics to find the relationships
between and independent and dependent variables with  ANOVA and specified

statistically significant 0.05.

6. Results

6.1 Samples Personal Data

Majority of samples or 187 persons aged between 21-30 years (46.8 %),
209 samples married (52.3), whereas mostly or 178 graduated with Bachelor Degree
(44.5%). Total 117 samples were employed (29.3 %) and most samples or 126 persons
(31.5%) earned monthly incomes 10,001-20,000 baht, whereas 110 samples (27.5%)

lived in the community for over 21 years (27.5 %).
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6.2 Factors relevant to people’s participation of drug prevention in
community policing at Sampran district, Nakronpatom province

The findings suggested factors relevant to people’s participation of drug
prevention in community policing, namely, age, educational level, monthly income
and numbers of years living in the community, knowledge and understanding of
drugs’ problems, including knowledge and understanding of community policing,
having statistically significance 0.05.

6.3 Levels of people’s participation of drug prevention in community
policing at Sampran district, Nakronpatom province

This research study revealed the people’s participation of drug prevention
in community policing at Sampran district, Nakronpatom province was rather high,
namely the involvement in meeting, planning, performance and operation, having the

mean equaled to 3.87.

7. Discussion and Conclusion

Results were separated into 2 issues to match the discussion’s objectives as
follows:

7.1 Study factors related to people’s participation in community policing at
Sampran district, Nakronpatom province

7.2 Study people’s participation in community policing at Sampran
district, Nakronpatom province Relevant factors to people’s participation of drug
prevention in community policing at Sampran district, Nakronpatom province.

The findings from studying the factors relevant to people’s participation of
drug prevention at Sampran district, Nakronpatom province are explained as follows:

1. The findings indicated that the personal factors were age, educational
level, monthly income, and numbers of years living in the community, knowledge and
understanding on drugs, including knowledge and understanding on the community

policing.
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Personal Factors: The findings indicated that age, educational level and
numbers of years living in the community relevant to people’s participation of drug
prevention at Sampran district, Nakronpatom province in the meeting and planning,
including the performance and operation which coincided with the study of Vuthichai
Sukontawin (2002) and Chakrit Kongthong (2003), including the study of Nares
Kumkaen (2010) on the factors affecting the participation in crime prevention,
namely, age, income, numbers of years living in the community and people’s opinion
towards the police performance , having the statistically significance 0.5.

Knowledge and Understanding on Drugs-related problems: The
findings indicated that knowledge and understanding on drugs problems of people in
the community directly related to the people’s participation in drug prevention of
community police from knowing the types, severity and drugs danger, which could
motivate them to put up surveillance and solve drugs problems. This activity was
aiming at drug-free society in accordance with the Theory of Crime Prevention
through Environmental Design: CPTED) that mentioned the guidelines for designing
crime prevention environment in 4 patterns as follows: 1) natural surveillance is the
threat to wrongdoers by making them believed that someone was watching them 2)
natural access control as the approach to eliminate the opportunity of wrongdoers to
access the exit or entrance and set up the warning system for not trespassing private
prperty 3) natural territorial reinforcement as the serious warning to the wrongdoing
about to break into the forbidden areas by distinctively separating the private area
from public area and 4) maintenance as the support for all 3 above-mentioned
approaches by keeping the place neat and tidy.

Furthermore, the study of Nipa Ruppayul (2011) who mentioned problems
and obstacles on people’s attitude towards the performance of border patrol on
community assignments, partly caused by locals had not been informed on extended
drug problems, adequate enough to reduce numbers of drugs. Moreover, lacking
budget for community policing, in sufficient manpower and not being able to gain
collaboration from the locals all caused problems to continue. The study of Singharn
Joomvantha (2011) on the people’s needs to get involve with Nangrong Provincial
Police, Burirum province in solving crimes, followed by drugs problems and

supplementary occupations.
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The study of Prechayarn Nukfon (2013) found that the overall drugs
situation in the village or community in 2013 had less severity, thus decreasing from
2012. As for people’s perception towards the government solving drugs problems, it
was found that most people were fully aware of the national agenda on “The Nation
against Drugs”. Measuring people’s satisfaction towards the nation against drugs
project indicated most people were highly satisfied for they also had the great
opportunity to participate in planning for community strength. The problems and
obstacles on the drugs prevention was the insufficient rehabilitation program for drugs
users, especially, not enough broadcast on such program to persuade the drugs users
voluntarily entered the program.

This is similar to the study of Donald Quire (Quire, 2012) who had
reported the evaluation results on the community policing project at St. Petersburg,
Florida, U.S.A by measuring variables based on the influenced theory , such as,
opinions towards crimes and drugs’ problems, fear of crimes, opinions on life quality,
opinions on police providing services and intention to participate in the project. The
findings indicated that the community policing project reduced the numbers of
problems and people tended to be friendlier with the police, having better attitude
towards them, less fear on crime, with improving quality of life. Unfortunately,
number of crimes has not been reduced.

Knowledge and Understanding on community policing: The study
indicated that knowledge and understanding of community policing in the community
involved with drug prevention. Obviously, without this knowledge, people could not
cooperate in various police activities. The finding is coincided with the performance of
community police that focused working towards the cause of crimes by identifying
problems leading to crimes and seek the solutions alongside the locals. Therefore, the
assigned police must be able to detect the problems or irregularity in the community.
Generally, crimes problems analysis at site is done to seek the cause of crime as to
apply with crime prevention guidelines. Many Police Departments in different
countries had engaged SARA Model in the analysis (Fagin, 2003). The term SARA
Model is defined as the principles or guidelines to solve problems, common practice
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among the community police, which focused on the study of the surrounding to
analyze and find the ways to eliminate problems before becoming actual crimes or
unrest. First, scanning is thoroughly examining the scene to collect data that may
relate to crime. Second, analysis is to analyze the acquired data, extracting cause of
crime as well as identify solution guidelines. Third, response is the step for choosing
the best solution or close to the best, including set up guidelines and procedures for
practice. Fourth, assessment is the step for examining the performance if it is effective
or success, so that results could be developed into the guidelines for further crime
prevention.

2. lrrelevant factors on people’s participation of drug prevention of
community policing.

Irrelevant factors on people’s participation of drug prevention of
community policing were status and occupation. Regarding status, perhaps majority of
community people were already participated in drug the prevention program, so there
were no different sentimental. It was the same as occupation, where most samples had
been employed, so they gave priority to their livelihoods and spent most of times in
making livings for themselves and families. This had no concrete connection with
people’s participation of drug prevention of community policing that could be clearly

seen.

7.2 Level of people’s participation in drug prevention of community
policing at Sampran district, Nakronpatom province

The findings indicated that people participated in in drug prevention of
community policing at Sampran district, Nakronpatom province at high level,
namely, meeting and planning, performance and operation, having the mean 3.87.

Meeting and planning: The findings indicated that the level of people’s
participation in drug prevention of community policing at Sampran district,
Nakronpatom province, namely, meeting and planning was very high and most
samples participated in planning meeting to prevent and solve drug problems in the

community, followed by expressing ideas in the meeting regarding drugs prevention.
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The literature review indicated 4 steps on community participation process comprised
of, consulting each other in the project methodology, including monitor the operation,
follow-up on maintenance, aiming for accomplish the set goal. The decisions-making
steps involved the selection of the best acidity or approaches. As for performance, one
could help each other through physical involvement, donation. Finally, the follow-up
and maintenance as to examine the operation (Suparit Kwanthong, 1999: 25).

This finding is also coincided with the study of Sanae Yaekyuen (2007)
who mentioned the opinion of the general public on setting guidelines for community
policing. The people’s participation in decision-making, planning, and operation
occurred at high level. The study of Arnon Kaewkiew (2010) also indicated the high
level of satisfaction among the populations under the study, including high level of
community practice in community policing.

Performance and Operation: The findings indicated that the people’s
participation in drug prevention of community policing at Sampran district,
Nakronpatom province, namely, performance and operation were at high level.
Majority of samples displayed their intentions by pledging not to get involve with
drugs in the community drug prevention program, followed by putting up surveillance
and patrol the area to ensure drug-free community, and from the literature review,
including the measures for participation levels. It was essential to gain community
participation in the activities such as, their interest and eagerness to attend the
meeting, following news and attending meeting, giving advice in the general meeting
and providing support such as, donation, spending time to do public works, being one
of the committee members to volunteer for activities or working as the community
council or even volunteer labor when being assign certain task from higher authority
(Chapin, 1997 cited Nutnika Pingkod, 2011: 33-34).

This is similar to Theory of Crime Prevention through Environment
Design by Ray Jeffery (1977) who believed that the wrongdoer would not commit
crime depended on * opportunity” if it was very likely to get caught or easily detect.
Therefore, he proposed the design of shelters, offices, business enterprises, buildings,

shops, including the public places such as, public parks, walkways or bus stops to
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unfavorable criminals, thus reduce the chance of wrongdoings or increase surveillance.
This theory also mentioned that the opportunity for wrongdoings is the main cause for
actual wrongdoings. Therefore, it is all community members, including the police to
eliminate or reduce the opportunity for wrongdoings since most community members
were all aware of the chance, how and where to commit wrongdoing in own
community. Therefore, the availability of community police in the community would
bring collaboration between the police and community in analyzing problem and find

solutions.

8. Recommendation

8.1 Research Recommendation
8.1.1 Policy
8.1.1.1 The government must give priority to build
strong community, especially, allowing the police to learn various community
problems.
8.1.1.2 The Royal Thai Police or the concerned
agencies should provide trainings on community drugs prevention as being integrated
survey to identify drugs users in the community, ad in turn help decreasing numbers of
drugs users in the community
8.1.1.3 The Royal Thai Police should publish the
community manual and ask the community leader to distribute among community
members as to build understanding in the security police functions in the areas.
8.1.2 Practice
8.1.2.1 The community policing should motivate
people to brainstorm for drug prevention so that the finding could be develop into the
concrete preventive measures.
8.1.2.2 Community police should combine force
with the locals to patrol the area, especially males because it was risky assignment,

more appropriated for males than females.
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8.2 Recommendation for Further Research

This study was conducted with 5 specific village / community that
involved community policing at Sampran district, Nakronpathom province. Therefore,
the acquired data could pertain to research work only. Therefore, there should be the
comparative study between the participated community under this project and non-
participative community at Sampran district, to acquired community data in the most

effective manner.
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| COA.No. 2014/178.2406

lDocumentary Proof of The Committee for Research Ethics (Social Sciences)

Title of Project: People's Participation of Drug Prevention in Community Policing at Sampran District

Nakornpratom Province

Principal Investigator: | Pol.Cal. Wisarut Suppawan

Name of Institution: Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, Mahidol University

Approval includes: 1) MU-SSIRB Submission form version received date 23 June 2014
2) Participant Information sheet version date 28 May 2014

3) Informed Consent form version date 28 May 2014

4) Questionnaire received date 23 June 2014

The Committee for Research Ethics (Social Sciences) is in full compliance with International

Guidelines of Human Research Protection such as Declaration of Helsinki, The Belmont Report, CIOMS Guidelines

and the International Conference on Harmonization in Good Clinical Practice (ICH-GCP)

Date of Approval: 24 June 2014

Date of Expiration: 23 June 2015

7

Signature of Chairman: e

(Emeritus Professor Santhat Sermsri)

Signature of Head of the Institute: ng._, %ﬁO

(Ad5oc. Prof.Or Wariya Chinwaltno)

Dean of Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities

Office of The Committee for Research Ethics (Social Sciences), Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, Mahidol University
Phuttamonthon 4 Rd,, Salaya, Phuttamonthon District, Nakhon Pathom 73170, Tel.(662) 441 9180 Fax(662) 4d1 9181




foodsaveninga qnIsTw

3.9.9.9739 ANITT

30 AUYIYY W.f. 2529

v g ~
Tadamsys Uszmelne

w

1se3

)]

=

e

T5930UN85 D815 W.A. 2549 - 2552

VHIINGIRINTIAD W.A. 2553 — 2557

D
=2

€

Y

/156

Anlmansuyitiaga (01ry1Ineuay

NUYATITY)

124/15 DANYSIABY .20

0.%4281 LINYIYT
76120
Tnsfiwi 090-9735226

E-mail : tub4662@gmail.com



