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THE NEED OF ADULT STUDENTS IN STUDYING PIANO : A CASE STUDY
KPN MUSIC ACADEMY

CHOMPOONUT SILAWATANAWONGSE 5438089 MSMS/M
M.A.(MUSIC)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: ANAK CHARANYANANDA, Ph.D.,
SAKCHAI HIRUNRUK, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

This research have its purpose to study the adult’s need for studying piano.
The study is a Qualitative Research that used interviewing in gathering data method
with adult students from the age range of 25-40 who are now studying piano at the
KPN institute particularly in Bangkok and its region. With 10 students participated in
the research for study the need of learning piano in different styles.

The result of the study shown that the adult students are studying music
from their own need. Partly are from their interest in learning piano from the past.
Which resulted in the student positive feeling toward piano, adore in its sound and the
playing posture. All of participate students have never performed a music concert
before. Most of them were only listening to the music. Which individually go for their
own favor styles. All of the adult students are very concern about their teacher. They
are looking forward to find the right person who can teach them what they expected,
easy teaching method and understanding student with preferred lesson books. But they
also expected to learn the songs that they are familiar with. The adult students are
feeling trusted toward the institute they applied for. They will also choose the branch
that is easy for their transportation. All of the students never plan to achieve the
training part. They also did not have their study goal but to study for their own
amusement, pleasure, meditation practicing, and relaxation and to create benefit for
both themselves and the others. All of the participants have developed their skill
progressively and some are able to apply the skill they learned for the songs they like.
From the way the adult students learn could show that everyone are very pleasant with
their classes, learning challengesand additional lesson problem, for example, the need
to learn more songs out of the lesson, time, training part, physical and general problem
in learning music. In conclusion, this research have suggested that the adult students
decided to study piano for their own need with different reasons. The students are
quite focused about on their teacher. Therefore the teacher should get a good
understanding and responding to their students whom got different need and taste in
study piano. The teacher should also collaborate with their students in creating lesson
plans with analyzing the lesson books and the other songs out of it. They also have to
concern about the basic knowledge for creating more efficient classes.

KEY WORDS: NEED TO STUDY PIANO / ADULT PIANO STUDENT
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THE NEED OF ADULT STUDENTS IN STUDYING PIANO : A CASE STUDY
KPN MUSIC ACADEMY

CHOMPOONUT SILAWATANAWONGSE 5438089 MSMS/M

M.A.(MUSIC)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: ANAK CHARANYANANDA, Ph.D.,
SAKCHAI HIRUNRUK, Ph.D.

EXTENDED SUMMARY

Introduction

At the present there are more students who are interesting in study music.
This resulted in more piano student that are varies in music style and age range. This
will be a different point of view compare to the past. Because most people tend to
think that to study music was a skill you have to train since the younger age. But with
the different in time period and social core value there are more adult students,
accorded to Pawalai Tanjanpongse Tongsarung Isarangkul Na Ayutthaya (2552: 37)
which they found that people of America, Canada and Japan having more older
generation to study music and the most popular instrument among them is piano.

The adult is the age that always do thing according to their need and be
themselves. When they are well prepare from the others aspect they then start to find
an activities that can pleasure them. The art activities that are popular for them are
collecting art works and study music. The adults having similar point in study music
with the curiosity about music by the need in learning their favor musical instrument.
However the real purpose of each individual is different. In term of teaching, first
thing the teacher should know is who the student is, their behavior and what they
want. To know about the student will make the teaching more efficiency. Since the
adult is the age that are more prepare than the adolescent and having more
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understanding about their lesson. Also the adult are study music by their own need and
not been forced to learn. The adult student will look toward the lessons as an important
and benefit thing which can create happiness and respond to their need.

About the way to teach the adult students it is necessary to use a much
different method and technique from teaching the adolescent.Teacher should concern
about the student need, for what they really want from studying piano. As in teaching
piano from both past and present are more focused on teaching the adolescent. Most of
the teachers willalso have more experience in teaching the adolescent. Which the
teaching method obviously much different from teaching the adults. Most of the
Teachers are lacking of experience and understanding in how to teach the adults. Some
of them still use the same lessons for the adolescent in teaching which bring in
negative and failure result in teaching the adults. Moreover most of the adolescent
decided to study piano from the advice of their parent, some may decide by their own
and some may force to study. Which are clearly different from the adult students who
knowing their own need and decided by themselves. Therefore the adult students are
all decided to study piano from their own need.

As a result the adult’s teacher should understand about their student.
Which the need and goal of study piano are important as a key for the teacher to
understand the student. It also relating to teaching method as the need and goal of the
adult students are the important basic that help teacher to plan the teaching approach
which can develop lesson plan to suit the students of this age. This is accorded to
Narut Suttajit (2541: 57) who said, the first thing the adult’s teacher should consider
about is to find the real purpose of each adult students, why they decided to study
music. For them to plan the right method which suit individual need and learning
level. The teacher should discuss with the adult students for finding early conclusion
about what the students are expect from the study. The teacher should give an advice
for the possibility of the student need. For planning the lesson plan which help
students achieve their goal.

The researcher observed that the needs that make the adult students
decided to study are veryimportant to the teaching method both the class period and
along the study course. After the teacher understand the need of the student it will help

the teacher to understand the studentmore. Therefore this research project should
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benefits the piano and other instrument teachers who have to teach the adult student.

The research result could also be developing and apply for each teacher method.

Research Objective
To study the need of adult students in studying piano.

Research Methodology

The research of the need of adult students in studying piano is a
Qualitative Research for study about the need of adult students in studying piano at the
KPN institute. The researcher have studied and gathered research data from the related
documents and used interviewing method by both formal and informal interview,
which is a discussion on the general topics about the piano study of adult students.

The research participants are 10 adult students which been selected from
the age range of 25 - 40 years old and are now studying piano at the KPN institute

branch particularly in Bangkok and it regions.

Data Collection

The researcher have studied the data and content related to the research
from books, documents, magazine and thesis from both local and foreign countries.
All of the information gathered then been summarize into the interviewing approach
that suit the research topic. At the end of the process the interview had been done with
the participants according to the approach created by the researcher.

The study toolsfor gather data in this research are as follow,

- Interviewing form for the adult students to their need in studying piano.

- The Interviewing note book

- Voice recorder
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Data Analysis

The researcher have analyze all the gathered data from the studied of
documents and interviewing part according to the research objective. Then the
researcher done detailed transcription and bring all the received data to analyze
according to 11 research questions that have been set by the researcher.

The Research Result

The result of the research about the need of adult students in studying

piano: a case study KPN music academycan be summarize as follows,

The reason of need in studying piano, motivation or goals that lead to
achievement.

The reason why all of the participants having interest in study piano in
their adulthood are the same answer as it is their own need which might have an
addition reason in a bit different aspect. For example the participant give the reason of
study as it is their desire from their adolescent age but they never have a chance to
learn or not successful in learning piano or other instrument when they was young.
The adult students who are married or already have children will have an additional
reason for study piano as to do it for their child. There also some small percentage of
participants who wanted to study piano by having the goal of playing their favorite
artist’s songs. The artist that they favor are Jim Brickman and Harry Connick Jr. Most
of the participants will have more than one for their need in study piano. But most of
them did not have any inspiration or goal to achieve.

The good feeling and the adoration toward piano

All of the participants got a good feeling and adoration toward piano’s
sound and also the other aspect of piano. For example the piano is the instrument that
is perfect by itself, within one instrument can play every styles of music. The piano’s
sound can also calm person feeling, stimulate brain focus and nerve system. All of the
participants also having a good attitude and adoration toward piano in different style

of music.
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Activities relating to music. Perception and benefit gain from its
activity

All of the participants never have a chance to perform in music concert.
Some having their need in concert performing and looking forward to it when they are
more prepare. For some who got children will sometime likely to perform music with
their child. Some participants would also like to go through piano examination. One of
the participant wanted to become a piano instructor. The teacher should encourage the
adult students to have more variety experiences in music activity. Most of the
participants are listen to the internet music as their main activity. These media mainly
are from YouTube and internet radios. All of the participant never attended to piano
concert. Some may attended to general music concerts and some theatre shows. But
after they all experienced the piano concert it spired them to play the songs they have
heard. There also some having the needs to attend to the piano concert for creating

inspiration to both them and their children who studying piano at the moment.

The musical style and the favorite songs

Participants according to their personal taste are different in their music
style and their favorite songs. Some of them are misunderstood or not clearly
understand about the musical style. By far contemporary song or the pop style from
both local and international is the most favorite among the participants. Some of the
participants also favor for the classical music but only for the songs that they are
familiar with. Most of the participants will favor more than one musical style and most
of them are favor for the songs they are familiar with.

The important of the instructor and the needed feature of the
instructor

All of the participant gave the same information that their teacher are
important and will directly affect their piano study. The feature of the teacher they
most wanted is the teacher with skill in teaching the adult. Which they have to teach
according to the purpose of the student with and easy method and understanding each
students for their different problem. They also have to be patient and can create trust

with their student. About the teacher’s feature the researcher never restrict the age and
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there are only 4 participants that concern about their teacher age, for example they
more wanted to study with the older or the same age teacher. And they want the
teacher who graduated only from the Bachelor degree or above level. In the aspect of
teacher’s sex there are 2 female participants who only wanted for female teacher.

Apart from that they can all go for both male and female.

The perception toward the lesson books

Only a few participants are not using the lesson book according to the
institute course but instead using their favorite songs or from the lesson that the
teacher bring for them. Some may have a problem in the basic of playing piano and
reading notation. As for the participants who are using the institute lesson, most of
them are quite appreciate with their lesson books.As it is easy to understand and
having a proper range ofdifficulty but still in need of the teacher who explain it. There
also some of the participants who said that the chapters in the lesson book are not
sufficient for their need it quite boring for them to some songs in the lesson. They
need more songs that are popular and they are familiar with. The songs in the lesson
book that the participants are favor with arethe songs that are well known. For some
participants who are married and having children will favor for the children songs or
the same songs their child is studying for example as Jingle Bells, Merrily, We Roll

Along, Alouette, Mexican Clapping song and the Entertainer.

The opinion toward the chosen institute

The reason participants chose to study at the KPN music academy are from
the institute’s piano course for adult students. The participants will chose the branch
that are closed to their house or work place which comfortably different in each
individual. Most of the participants having trust for the KPN music academy
reputation. There are only one participant who chose this institute from the teacher
skill. The participants also suggest to improve some part of the institute which is the
institute’s receptionist, the piano quality, the cleanliness and the additional sound

record room.
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The study duration to achieve the goal

All of the participants did not set their study duration and goal in studying
piano. Some may have set the duration in study piano before they begin to study. But
after begin the piano class they tend to change to continuous study and not decided to
stop as long as they gain happiness from it. Although they may stop learning when
they feeling bore or uncomfortable. All of the participants did concern much about

having consistent class.

Anticipated Benefit gain from study piano. The adaptation of song
performance and development in performing piano

The anticipated Benefit gain from study piano mostly will be self-benefit
for the students. The participants have explained that to study piano will help training
our brain, nerve, focus, creating amusement and relax our tension. As for the benefit
that happen with the other people will be to create happiness in the family when the
adult student have playing with their children which is an additional family activity.

Some participants never use their knowledge they learned with the songs
they like. The other participants can apply their learned knowledge to their favorite
songs. Most of it will be children songs and contemporary songs. Most of the
participants in this group having problem in reading notation. Which all of the
participants gave the same answer that they all keep improving in studying piano and
the songs they have learned are progressively harder. They also experienced more in

variety of songs, more or less according to their training skill and duration they study.

The satisfaction and additional need toward the teaching

All of the participants are having satisfaction toward the teaching. Most of
them will having satisfaction toward their teacher. Some of them having need to study
additional songs that are out of their lesson booksaccording totheir favor. Most of it
will be the songs that are generally known. Only one participant are looking forward

attend the piano concert.
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Challenges and problem for the adult students

The major challenges that the adult students facing are time and their piano
practice part. Since the adults are all have responsibility for both works and family.
The physical condition can also be challenge and problem for the adult students for
example; the problem in using fingers which resulted in having fingers stiff or having
irregular finger posture. Sometime their fingers even not have enough strength to play.
Apart from this the general problems about music are also be challenge from each
individual for example; the sitting and hand posture, the notation reading and the

tempo controlling.

Research Suggestion

The research of the need of adult students in studying piano: a case study
KPN music academywill have suggestion as follows,

The suggestion from the research result

1) The teacher should have more understanding in their adult students. By
knowing the need in study piano of their students for planning the purpose of study
piano together and manage the proper class or the adult students.

2) The teacher of the adults should study and research either lesson books
or the popular songs that are generally known in every kind of music genres for
teaching the adult students who are interesting in varies songs.

3) The teacher should concern about the teaching of basic knowledge to
the adult students. By using the lesson books according to the course for the adults to
have the right basic. This will let the student have a good basic in reading notation,
understanding tempo and others basic that will lead to good development for the
harder songs.

4) The institute should arrange a seminar for the discussion of study piano
for the adult students. As this will help piano teacher to get more understanding about
their adult students then they can add new approach in teaching adult with new method
and the approach against the problems occurred with adult’s piano study. When they

have conclusion they can also sharing the ideas with the other teachers.
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Suggestion for further study

1) There should be a research about the way of teaching piano or other
instruments for the adult students. For study how music teacher deal or having
approach with the adult learning system. This research should make the music
teaching for adults more efficient.

2) There should be a research about the music lesson books for the adult
students. For finding different approach that may properly suit the adult students.

3) There should be a research about the need of adult students in studying
piano for both middle age adult and the late age adult, for study about the need,
purposes and goal of the adult students in different ages range.

4) There should be a research about the need of adult students in studying

other musical instrument. For study about the need, purposes and goal for the study.
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