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COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION IN TALAY BUA DANG CONSERVATION TOURISM
WITHIN CHIANG WAE MUNICIPAL AREA, KUMPHAWAPI DISTRICT, UDONTHANI
PROVINCE

ANISONG OTHATAWONG 5337814 SHEV/M
M.A. (ENVIRONMENT)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: WILASINEE ANOMASIRI,
Ph.D.(ENVIRONMENTAL TECHNOLOGY MANAGEMENT, JIRAPORN
CHUCKPAIWONG, M.A (ENVIRONMENT), WANIPPOL MAHAARCHA, Ph.D
(POPULATION), SHANANA RODSUTHI., Ph.D.(ENVIRONMENTAL TECHNOLOGY
MANAGEMENT)

ABSTRCT

This study aims to examine the community participation level in TalayBua Dang
Conservation Programs within Chiang WaeMunicipality and to test the difference of relevant
factors, including the learning regarding current problems, obstacles and guidelines to promote
TalayBua Dang Conservation within Chiang Wae Municipal Area. This study has been
designed as the qualitative research, using the constructed questionnaire to interview 340
household members who lived in Chiang Wae Municipal Area, Kumpawapi District,
Udonthani Province. The acquired data from interviewing were analyzed with the
computerized program SPSS, whereas the statistical analysis was performed through
Frequency Distribution, Percentage, Mean and Standard Deviation, including T-test and One-
Way ANOVA.

The findings showed that the majority of the TalayBua Dang Conservation
communityparticipatied at a low level. Variables including occupation, income, travelling
distance to TalayBua Dang, community status, community participation in activities,
exploitation of TalayBua Dang, knowledge on conservation tourism, and awareness about the
value of TalayBua Dang affected the community participation in TalayBua Dang tourism
programs. Result showed the statistically significant difference 0.05. Regarding the remaining
variables: gender, age, educational levels, number of household members, periods living in
the community, and subscribed media channel on tourism conservation news, they had
influenced on the community participation in TalayBua Dang tourism programs with no
statistical significant difference.

The main problem and obstacle relating to TalayBua Dang conservation tourism
programs involved accessing conservation tourism news through media, while the majority
of information sourcesprovided inadequate knowledge or an accurate understanding about
TalayBua Dang tourism conservation management program. Moreover, the majority of the
community members had no desire to participate in TalayBua Dang tourism conservation.

The findings indicate that the available docking piers are not sufficient enough to
service the increasing number of tourists. In addition, the lack of budget support programfrom
outside agencies to promote campaign for TalayBua Dang tourism conservation cause
attempts from developmentprogram tobe ineffective.

This research recommends more public relations to disseminate more news on
tourism conservation as well as assigning the conservation officers, lecturers or field
specialists to educate people. Furthermore, there should be more activities to promote Talay
Bua Dang conservation tourism in other communities. The second pier at Chiang Wae should
be constructed, whereas the government agency as the policy maker should allocate enough
budget to promote tourism conservation campaign.

KEY WORDS: PARTICIPATION/ TOURISM CONSERVATION/ TALAY BUA DANG
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FEAUMINAIUIINTEAULIUNAIT (8-11 AZLUU) 46 13.5
FTAUMINAIUIWIZAVG (12-14 AZUU) 42 12.4

Mean = 5.3, S.D. = 4.3, Min. = 0, Max. =14
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FEAUMINAIUITINA (0-28 AZLUN) 284 83.5
sEAUMINaINIINIIUNA19 (29-36 AZUY) 27 7.9
FEAUMIUAIUIINGA (37-48 ASLUY) 29 8.5

Mean= 6.6, S.D. =11.9, Min. =0, Max. =48
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dausuazngueo Aunde dwdosuy  Snow aamnh memt
(Mean) AP ™) auilu
(S.D) (P-Value)
el 0.123 1.545
el 18.4 12.3 79
N9 16.1 11.7 261
01 0.142 1.733
20-29%) 16.8 9.2 43
30-391 14.9 9.9 31
40-49 7 14.0 11.4 67
50-591 18.8 13.8 83
607 3ula) 17.1 11.8 116
STAUMSANEN 0.104 1.771
1i1d5eu 6.1 49 6
Uszaufnm 16.1 12.2 228
VseuAnEIneUAL 18.1 11.9 24
WseuAnmeuateal . 17.9 10.2 55
auilsyalia. 303 12.0 3
UTyans 18.1 12.6 20
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370N NBUN YAUBIDUITNENELIAVILAL (One-way Analysis of Variance and t-test)(91D)

$1UIU 340 (AF2TOU)

fausuazngueo Aunde dwbosvy  Snou mmnh memt
(Mean) NG (N) auilu
(S.D) (P-Value)
01BN 0.046* 2.072
FUTFMI/S I 26.6 7.6 13
winauusin/gni 24.6 7.5 3
Ao 12.3 7.4 24
sudhaialyl 17.2 13.8 34
IEEATN 16.0 11.5 4
INHATNITU (M) 16.4 12.1 238
130U 14.7 5.0 11
lildsznevuedn 17.5 12.9 13
NUIUTINTN 0.521 0.753
1-2 AU 15.9 8.4 24
3-4 AU 17.5 12.4 150
5-6 AU 16.7 12.4 110
7 sl 14.7 10.7 56
sl 0.001* 4.431
laitfiu 2,000 1M 15.9 9.3 51
2,001-4,000 1N 14.0 12.6 42
4,001-6,000 UM 18.2 11.8 135
6,001-8,000 VN 10.3 8.5 16
8,001-10,000 UM 12.9 10.0 48
110 10,000 10 ') 212 14.2 48

* fiszauisdignuanansgay 0.05
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(S.D) (P-Value)
szaznaeFal Uy 0.062 2.022
TaisAn 109 238 11.7 15
11-201 16.2 11.0 32
21-30% 16.9 9.8 34
31-401 16.9 10.7 42
41-50 1) 13.6 12.5 65
51-60 1/ 18.8 13.9 63
ynnd1 607 Al 16.0 11.0 89
szazmalidansatiouag 0.001* 4.431
Taisiu 1 Alawns 19.8 11.4 99
2 nlamag 13.8 11.5 133
3 nlawas 18.4 11.7 54
4 ATasns 314 16.1 12.5 54
amumnluguyy 0.036* -2.105
aid] 16.1 11.8 284
1l 19.8 12.2 52
M3 InfonITIlHNTY 0.004* -2.868
Tairds 2 13.5 10.3 85
191323 17.7 12.2 255
mslidseleminnnzeiuag 0.001* -3.409
13i14 12.5 11.3 73
19 17.8 11.8 267
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* fiszauisdnyneanansgay 0.05
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(Mean) AU ™) auilu
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AIM3NBAUNYNTIDUSNUNZIAL A (One-way Analysis of Variance and t-test)

o v A
1UIU 340 (ATIAUTDU)

dausuazngueo Aunde dwbosuy  Snow amnh memt
(Mean) AU ™) azilu
(S.D) (P-Value)
LWe 0.123 1.545
¥y 18.4 12.3 79
(O 16.1 11.7 261
21y 0.142 1.733
20-29%) 16.8 9.2 43
30-39%) 14.9 9.9 31
40-499) 14.0 11.4 67
50-59 ) 18.8 13.8 83

60 7] yu'la 17.1 11.8 116
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AONINOUTENT 1013 NHNZIALIMNAY (One-way Analysis of Variance and t-test) (1)

1UIU 340 (ASTOU)

duilsuazngueon Aunde dwdosuy  Swaw aamnh memt
(Mean) AU ™) auilu
(S.0) (P-Value)
STLAUMSANEN 0.104 1.771
l'ldGeu 6.1 4.9 6
Uszoudnm 16.1 12.2 228
iseuAnEIneuAY 18.1 11.9 24
WseuAnmeulateal . 17.9 10.2 55
auilsynalia. 30.3 12.0 3
ELTTREE 18.1 12.6 20
qannSagag 19.0 34 4
01BN 0.046* 2.072
FUTFMI/SFITMAD 26.6 7.6 13
WinUUTEN/gNINg 24.6 7.5 3
GACAL 12.3 7.4 24
Sudanaly 17.2 13.8 34
IEEATN 16.0 11.5 4
INHATNITU (M) 16.4 12.1 238
FINIAIUM 14.7 5.0 11
lildsznevuedn 17.5 12.9 13
NUIUTINTN 0.521 0.753
1-2 AU 15.9 8.4 24
3-4 AU 17.5 12.4 150
5-6 AU 16.7 12.4 110
7 il 14.7 10.7 56

* Hszauiadngyneadanszdn 0.0
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M51IMIIAEHEANNANMIszHNeTedaaIuyAna s Bghe nazdnun Numsiidausu
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AONINOUTENT 1013 NHNZIALIMNAY (One-way Analysis of Variance and t-test) (1)

1UIU 340 (ASTOU)

duilsuazngueon Aunde dwdosuy  Swaw aamnh memt
(Mean) AU ™) auilu
(S.0) (P-Value)
sl 0.001* 4.431
laisAin 2,000 UM 15.9 9.3 51
2,001-4,000 1N 14.0 12.6 42
4,001 -6,000 11N 18.2 11.8 135
6,001-8,000 LN 10.3 8.5 16
8,001-10,000 LN 12.9 10.0 48
110091 10,000 110 'l 212 14.2 48
szaznaeFal Uy 0.062 2.022
TaisAn 109 238 11.7 15
11-201 16.2 11.0 32
21-30 1) 16.9 9.8 34
31-401 16.9 10.7 42
41-50 1) 13.6 12.5 65
51-60 1/ 18.8 13.9 63
ynnd1 607 Al 16.0 11.0 89
szazmalidanzatinuag 0.001* 4.431
laipu 1 Alawns 19.8 11.4 99
2 nlawas 13.8 11.5 133
3 nlawas 18.4 11.7 54
4 ATansms u) 16.1 12.5 54
amumnlugury 0.036* -2.105
aid] 16.1 11.8 284
Y 19.8 12.2 52

* fiszauisdignuanansgay 0.05
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AONINOUTENT 1013 NHNZIALIMNAY (One-way Analysis of Variance and t-test) (1)

1UIU 340 (ASTOU)

duilsuazngueon Aunde dwdosuy  Swaw aamnh memt
(Mean) AU ™) auilu
(S.0) (P-Value)
M3 INRNITI MY Y 0.004* -2.868
s 13.5 10.3 85
13w 17.7 12.2 255
nsliselesinnnzatiung 0.001+ -3.409
Tail4 12.5 113 73
14 17.8 11.8 267
mssudinamsresiivaBseydng 0.998 0.000
mssuidoyainaisdm 18.9 11.4 270
M3su3Teyatasthuna 19.0 0.00 2
adifeiumareafionGseying 0.004* 5.692
sERUAWEA 19.7 13.8 111
szaunwgihuna 14.9 10.8 181
sEAUANEa 16.0 9.6 48
mmmsﬁﬁmﬁmﬁuqmd1mmsma’a1§1mmimzmmﬁ’mm (0.000) 9.354
szduAMUATTITIM 24.0 15.7 8
srAuANNasyiiniuna 123 9.9 90
FLAVANNATENUNGA 18.0 12.0 242

* szauiaddgyneadanszdn 0.05
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COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION IN TALAY BUA DANG CONSERVATION
TOURISM WITHIN CHIANG WAE MUNICIPAL AREA, KUMPHAWAPI
DISTRICT, UDONTHANI PROVINCE
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M.A (ENVIRONMENT)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: WILASINEE ANOMASIRI, Ph.D.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY

1. Statement of Problems

Thailand is one of the countries with many pleasant tour attractions for
both interested Thai and Foreign visitors, namely, nature tour, historical-cultural tour,
including interested tour attractions. Tourism is considered as the main source of the
country revenues.

Department of Tourism, Ministry of Tourism and Sports (2013) had
reported the total numbers 2,241,184 of foreign tourists, increasing 249,026 tourists or

12.50% from the same time, previous year as being shown in Table
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Table : Number of foreign tourists 2009-2013

Month 2009 2010 2011 2012p 2013p 7’\56/55*
January 1,269,978 1,605,505 1,805,947 1,992,158 2,241,184 +12.50
February 1,138,220 1,614,884 1,802,476 1,853,736 - -
March 1,237,132 1,439,401 1,702,233 1,895,560 - -

April 1,085,293 1,108,209 1,552,337 1,686,268 - -

May 923,918 826,610 1,407,407 1,546,888 - -

June 954,772 964,959 1,484,708 1,644,733 - -

July 1,904,658 1,275,766 1,719,538 1,815,714 - -
August 1,149,288 1,270,883 1,726,559 1,926,929 - -
September 1,040,538 1,214,810 1,486,333 1,611,754 - -
October 1,209,473 1,316,806 1,422,210 1,801,148 - -
November 1,361,574 1,478,856 1,291,548 2,143,550 - -
December 1,684,997 1,819,751 1,829,174 2,384,627 - -
Total 14,149,841 15,936,400 | 19,230,470 | 22,303,065 | 2,241,184 +12.50

Source: Immigration Bureau Thailand/ Department of Tourism
Remarks: P data of December 2012 and January 2013 as the primary data since such
data must be validated in details, which may create the minor change

* Change rate as compared to same time last year

Tourism Authority of Thailand had defined Ecotourism as ecosystem
preservation during the tour. Ecotourism has its root from English word “Eco-
tourism™, mixing between Ecology and Tourism. Furthermore, in tourism circle, other
English words, such as, "Nature Tourism™ or "Bio-tourism” or "Green Tourism" can
be used instead of “Eco-tourism” to indicate Sustainable Tourism). Ecotourism is
another way to create employment and generate local revenues as well as reducing
natural resources for livelihood. Therefore, ecotourism is considered as an approach to
economic development and conserve environment at the same time.

The finding report of Northeastern Region Economic and Social
Development Office, Office of the National Economic and Social Development Board
(2013) on the Sustainable Green Eco-tourism on the Northeastern Region stated the
meaning of Ecotourism as the sensible tour with tourists responsible to maintain
community unique nature and culture relating to the ecological system. This must be
done by educating stakeholders as the key figures in the participation of the

environmental management and tourism, aiming at raising awareness for sustainable
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tourism. One of the key factors on creating sustainable tour site is the community
participation. The findings from combined scores of community participation in each
area as compared to those of management and other organized activities to build the
tour site potential, the total scores are only 10 points or 40%, less than other factors
involved, perhaps due to the government outstanding roles in the management of
community tourism. In such case, the locals look up to the government as the
transformation leader and budget provider.

The recommended guidelines for the green ecotourism management are
enhancing community participation in the ecotourism management, starting with
learning definitions/meanings of ecotourism, laws and regulations. Importantly, the
focus should be on the site management and tour activities, aiming for effective and
integrated ecotourism management.

The Northeastern Region Economic and Social Development Office has
the prominent cultures and history with spectacular natural attractions, having the
strong community support for sustainable ecotourism provided that tourism
development must be done according to the area potential, geo-social, and geography
as the tour site to generate incomes for locals with their involvements in sustainable
management (Northeastern Region Economic and Social Development Office: 2013).

Udon Thani is one of provinces located in the Northeastern Region with the
potential to develop economy and tourism because Udon Thani is considered as the
Gateway to Indochina (Laos, Vietnam, and Cambodia) and Transportation Hub, not only on
Aviation, Auto and Railway Transportations in the Upper Northeastern Region.

In addition, the upcoming year 2015 is the marking of complete
establishment of Asean Economics Community where 10 Asia countries collaborating
for economic benefits ( AEC) Human, social , cultural and political security, in which
Thailand is being named as the well-known country for tourism and aviation.

Therefore, Udon Thani Province must be willing to change her position to
face the upcoming AEC because of her uniqueness in tour attractions. There are many
Thai and foreign visitors, especially those from the neighboring countries, namely,
Lao People’s Democratic Republic, and Socialist Republic of Vietnam. The numbers
of Thai and foreign visitors kept increasing each year. Moreover, Udon Thani
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Province became the Northeastern Aviation Hub. As for tour attractions, Udon Thani
Province has many outstanding historic site, archeology, Ban Chiang National
Museum, Udon Thani Provincial Museum, Phu Phrabat Historical Park, Phratat
Doikaew. The religious tour sites are Wat Phothisomphon, Wat Thipphayaratnumit,
Wat Pa Ban Tat, Wat Nong Papa. As for natural tour sites, they are Na Yung Nam
Som Forest Park, Wang Sam Mor Forest Park, Huai Luang Reservoir, Talay Bua Dang
(Nong Han) .

Talay Bua Dang or Nong Han is one of the tourist attractions received
support from the Provincial Administration to develop into the Provincial tour site.
Talay Bua Dang or Nong Han is Udon Thani biggest natural resource, having
estimated areas 22,500 rais or 36 square kilometers. Noong Han which has most areas
located at Kumpawapi District and some in Prajak SilpaNikom considered as the main
water source for agriculture and food consumptions for the villagers who had been
living in that area until being announced as one of the important wetland of Thailand.

In addition to being the abundant natural water resource, full of many
fish’s species, birds, and various aquatic plants, Nong Han has become the food source
for locals as well as having the unique ecosystem, thus making the place more
interesting for the technocrats from domestic and international Universities to continue
their studies.

Furthermore, every year Nong Han during the month of March and
October, the red lotus in Nong Han started to emerge from underneath. In October, the
lotus bud began to bloom, which came in the full bloom in December-February. Then,
the numbers gradually reduced in March. The lotus bloomed early in the morning until
11.00 A.M., so the visiting tourists would see Nong Han filled with the red full bloom
lotus, exquisite beauty which derived at the name Talay Bua Dang. In 2010, the total
numbers of tourists had reached 40,000. However, the province itself targeted 200,000
tourists in 2011, and increase numbers on the yearly basis.

To achieve such goal, good tour attraction management, especially on
community participation as the guideline to promote tour site for sustainable
development. Therefore, the researcher was interested to learn the degree of
community participation in Talay Bua Dang Conservation Tourism and factors
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influenced the community participation as well as studying how problems and
obstacles affected the community participation in Talay Bua conservation tourism.

2. Abstract

This study aims to examine the community participation level in Talay Bua
Dang Conservation within Chiang Wae Municipal Area, and to test the difference of
relevant factors, including the learning of problems, obstacles and guidelines to
promote Talay Bua Dang Conservation within Chiang Wae Municipal Area. This
study has been designed as the qualitative research, using the constructed
questionnaire to interview 340 household members who lived in Chiang Wae
Municipal Area, Kumpawapi District, Udonthani Province. The acquired data from
interviewing were analyzed with the computerized program SPSS, whereas the
statistical analysis was performed through Frequency Distribution, Percentage, Mean
and Standard Deviation, including T-test and One-Way ANOVA.

The findings showed that majority of community participated at low level
in Talay Bua Dang Conservation. Variables including occupation, income, travelling
distance to Talay Bua Dang, community status, community participation in activities,
exploitation of Talay Bua Dang, knowledge on conservation tourism, and awareness
programs. Results showed the statistical significant difference 0.05. Regarding the
remaining variables: gender, age, educational level, number of household members,
periods living in the community and subscribed media channel on tourism
conservation news, they had influenced on the community participation in Talay Bua
Dang tourism programs with no statistical significance difference.

The main problem and obstacle relevant to Talay Bua Dang conservation
tourism involved samples accessing conservation news tourism through media while
the majority of samples had inadequate knowledge and accurate understanding on
Talay Bua Dang tourism conservation management programs. Moreover, the majority
of samples had no desire to participate in Talay Bua Dang tourism conservation. The
findings indicate that the available docking piers are not enough to service the

increasing number of tourists. In addition, the lack of budget support program from
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outside agencies to promote campaign for Talay Bua Dang tourism conservation cause
attempts from development program to be ineffective.

This research recommends more public relations to disseminate more news
on tourism conservation as well as assigning the conservation officers, lecturers or
field specialists to educate people. Furthermore, there should be more activities to
promote Talay Bua Dang conservation tourism in other communities. The second pier
at Chiang Wae should be constructed, whereas the government agency as the policy

maker should allocate enough budgets to promote tourism conservation campaign.

3. Research Objectives

1) To study Community Participation in Talay Bua Dang Conservation
Tourism within Chiang Wae Municipal Area, Kumpawapi district, Udonthani
Province

2) To test the differences between factors affecting Community
Participation in Talay Bua Dang Conservation Tourism within Chiang Wae Municipal
Area, Kumpawapi district, Udonthani Province

3) To study problems, obstacles and guidelines to promote community
participation in Talay Bua Dang Conservation Tourism within Chiang Wae Municipal

Area

4. Research Scope

1. Boundaries: The study was conducted among community residents of
13 villages located within Chiang Wae Municipal Area, Kumpawapi district,
Udonthani Province, namely, Moo 1 (Ban Chiang Wae), Moo2 (Ban Chiang Wae) ,
Moo 3 (Ban Mak Ba) Moo 4 (Ban Nok Ka Ba) Moo 5 (Ban Diem) Moo 6 (Ban Suan
Mon) Moo 7 (Ban Chiang Wae) Moo 8 (Ban Lau) Moo 9 (Ban Siep) Moo 10 (Ban
Diem) Moo 11 (Ban Chiang Wae) Moo 12 (Ban Chiang Wae) and Moo 13 (Ban Suan
Mon).
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2. Demographics: Samples selected for the study were head of households
or household leaders who must be older than 20 years and resided within Chiang Wae
Municipal Area for at least 1 year.

3. Contents:  The main issue for those living within Chiang Wae
Municipal Area was to participate in planning, practicing, evaluating and maintaining
the area so that they could achieve the community set objective in Talay Bua Dang

Conservation Tourism.

5. Research Tools

To collect data, this quantitative research employed the questionnaire,
which was constructed from reviewing data, documents and relevant researches. The
constructed questionnaire contains both Close-ended Questions and Open-ended
Questions, allowing the informant to answer freely. The questionnaire had been
divided into 6 parts involved in the following areas:

Part 1. Regular demographic questions related to age, gender, and
educational level, occupation, income, numbers of household members, residing
duration in the community, and distance from home to Talay Bua Dang, community
status, community participation in community activities, and benefits from using Talay
Bua Dang water.

Part 2: Ecotourism regarding accessing sources of news and frequency

Part 3: Community knowledge on Ecotourism

Part 4: Community awareness on the value of Talay Bua Dang water
resource

Part 5 Community participation on Talay Bua Dang Ecotourism

Part 6 Problems and obstacles, recommendations and desires to participate

in Talay Bua Dang Ecotourism



1R Tomnazed unagduuuauysainsngy /144

6. Statistical Data Analysis

The descriptive analysis employed the methods as explained in the
following details:

1. Data on samples characteristics were described with Frequency
Distribution, Percentage, Mean, and Standard Deviation.

2. Data analysis was conducted on the relations between independent
variables and dependent variables. The independent variables divided into 2 sub-
groups and analyzed with T-test, whereas variables over 2 sub-groups used One-way
Analysis of Variance (One way ANONA)

3. Analysis of pair differences between personal, economic, social factors

and factors enhancing community participation with the application of Scheffe method

7. Research Conclusion

1. Samples attribute, namely, personal, economic, social and support
factors are concluded as follows:

The study on personal, social and economic factors yielded the following
results: majority 76.8% were females, 34.1 % older than 60 years old, 67.0% attended
primary education, 70.0% farming and 44.1% lived with 3-4 family members.
Majority of samples earned monthly incomes of 4,001-6,000 baht/month, 26.2% lived
in the community over 60 years and 39.1% lived 2 kilometers further from Talay Bua
Dang, 84.7% had no status in the community, only 32.7% appointed as the village
committee, 75.0% of samples participated in the activities, 59.2% participated once a
month and 78.5% exploited Talay Bua Dang while 70.0% used Talay Bua Dang as
the recreation facility.

As for the support factors, it was found that majority of samples 80%
received news on conservation tourism, but 99.2 % received news at low level.
Knowledge level on conservation tourism mostly at moderate level or 53.2%, whereas

samples’ awareness on Talay Bua Dang Conservation Tourism was high at 71.2 %.
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2. Community Participation Level on Talay Bua Dang Conservation

Tourism Majority of samples 83.5% had participated on Talay Bua Dang
Conservation Tourism at low level, with the mean 6.6 from total scores 48 points.

3. Testing differences between personnel, economic, social, and support
factors as compared to community participation on Talay Bua Dang Conservation
Tourism indicated that occupation, incomes, travelling distance to Talay Bua Dang,
status in the community, community activities involvement. The study on differences
between factors involved and community participation in Talay Dang Conservation
Tourism indicated that occupation, incomes, traveling distance to Talay Bua Dang,
status in the community, participate in community activities, exploitation on Talay
Bua Dang, knowledge on conservation tourism and awareness on the value of Talay
Bua Dang as the public water source, they were all affected community participation
in Talay Bua Dang Conservation Tourism, with statistical significant different 0.05.

Regarding gender, age, educational level, numbers of household members,
period living in the community and subscribed media channel on tourism conservation
news, they affected the community participation in Talay Bua Dang conservation

tourism with no statistical significant differences.
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factors versus participation in Talay Bua Dang Conservation Tourism
340 (households)

Variables Mean Standard Deviation No. Probability t/f
(Mean) (S.D) (N) (P-Value)
Gender 0.123 1.545
Male 18.4 12.3 79
Female 16.1 11.7 261
Age 0.142 1.733
20-29 years 16.8 9.2 43
30-39 years 14.9 9.9 31
40-49 years 14.0 114 67
50-59 years 18.8 13.8 83
Over 60 years 171 11.8 116
Educational Level 0.104 1.771
Never attended Schools 6.1 4.9 6
Primary 16.1 12.2 228
Lower Secondary 18.1 11.9 24
Upper Secondary/Certificate 17.9 10.2 55
Associate Degree/Higher
Certificate 30.3 12.0 3
Bachelor Degree 18.1 12.6 20
Post Bachelor 19.0 34 4
Occupation 0.046* 2.072
Government/State Enterprises 26.6 7.6 13
Corporate Staff/Employees  24.6 7.5 3
Trade 12.3 7.4 24
Work for Hire 17.2 13.8 34
Fishery 16.0 115 4
Agriculture (farming) 16.4 12.1 238
Own Business 14.7 5.0 11
Not working 17.5 12.9 13

* Statistical Significance 0.05
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Table : One-way Analysis of Variance and t-test on individual, social and economic
factors versus participation in Talay Bua Dang Conservation Tourism ((cont.)
340 (Households)

Variables and Sub-group Mean Standard Deviation No. Probability tf
(Mean) (S.D) (N) (P-Value)
No. Members 0.521 0.753
1-2 15.9 8.4 24
3-4 17.5 12.4 150
5-6 16.7 12.4 110
Over7 14.7 10.7 56
Income
Not exceeding 2,000 baht 14.0 12.6 42
4,001 -6,000 baht 18.2 11.8 135
6,001-8,000 baht 10.3 8.5 16
8,001-10,000 baht 12.9 10.0 48
Over 10,000 baht 21.2 14.2 48
Period Living in the community 0.062 2.022
Not exceeding 10 years 23.8 11.7 15
11-20 years 16.2 11.0 32
21-30 years 16.9 9.8 34
31-40 years 16.9 10.7 42
41-50 years 13.6 12.5 65
51-60 years 18.8 13.9 63
Over 60 years 16.0 11.0 89
Distance to Talay Bua Dang 0.001* 4.431
Not exceeding 1 kilometer 19.8 114 99
2 kilometers 13.8 115 133
3 kilometers 18.4 11.7 54
Excess 4 kilometers 16.1 125 54

* Statistical Significance 0.05
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Table : One-way Analysis of Variance and t-test on individual, social and economic

factors versus participation in Talay Bua Dang Conservation Tourism ((cont.)

340 (households)

Variables and sub-groups Mean Standard Deviation No. Probability t/f
(Mean) (S.D) (N) (P-Value)

Status in community 0.036* -2.105
No 16.1 11.8 284
Yes 19.8 12.2 52

Ever Participated in Community Activities 0.004* -2.868
No 135 10.3 85
Yes 17.7 12.2 255

Ever benefit from Talay Bua Dang 0.001* -3.409
Yes 12.5 11.3 73
No 17.8 11.8 267

Degree of conservation tourism news received 0.998 0.000
Low 18.9 11.4 270
Medium 19.0 0.00 2

Knowledge level on conservation tourism 0.004* 5.692
Low 19.7 13.8 111
Medium 14.9 10.8 18.
High 16.0 9.6 48

Awareness of Talay Bua Dang as valuable water resource (0.000)** 9.354
Low 24.0 15.7 8
Medium 12.3 9.9 90
High 18.0 12.0 242

* Statistical Significance 0.05

8. Research Discussion

The research findings indicated that samples participated in Talay Bua

Dang Conservation Tourism at low level. After separating community participation

level into each step, it was found that samples participated at low level in each step,

which disagreed with the set hypothesis. Perhaps, this resulted from most samples or

70% were rice growers, so they had no time to participate in Talay Bua Dang

Conservation Tourism. Furthermore, most samples 39.7% earned monthly incomes of
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4,001-6,000 baht, creating hardship in living. For them, there is no point to participate
in conservation tourism. From the support factors, majority of samples 80.0% received
news on conservation tourism earlier, but less frequent, which indicated 99.2 % of
those subscribing to news at low level and samples indifferences to Talay Bua Dang
Conservation Tourism. Regarding personal, economic and other social factors,
namely, gender, age, educational, numbers of family members and period living in the
community, they had no statistical significant differences as compared to the
community participation on Talay Dang Conservation Tourism, which disagreed to the
set hypothesis. This may result from participation activities allow females to get
involved more, including samples were at least 20 years old, which caused no
differences in samples participation in Conservation Tourism. Moreover, the
participation on Conservation Tourism had not limited only to Talay Dang
Conservation Tourism because it allowed all samples in every level to participate in
the same activity. Majority of samples or 71.2% had high level of awareness on public
water sources, followed by moderate level 26.5% and 2.4% low level. This indicated
that majority of samples participated in Talay Bua Dang Conservation Tourism
regardless of period living in the community.

As for perceived conservation tourism news, there is no statistical
significant differences as compared to community participation in Talay Bua Dang
Conservation Tourism , which disagreed with the set hypothesis, perhaps from
majority of samples or 75% participated in the community activities, only 25.0% had
not participated . This indicated that community participation on Conservation

Tourism had not affected conservation tourism news perception.

Problems and obstacles relating to community participation in Talay
Bua Dang conservation tourism are concluded as follows:

1. Even though samples received conservation tourism news through
various media channels, but they are still inadequate, perhaps from lacking access to
news, broadcast on Ecotourism from the government officers, relatives, neighbors,

televisions, and newspapers.
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2. Majority of samples had inadequate knowledge and understanding on
Talay Bua Dang conservation tourism due to the lacking of the government broadcast,
and activities to actively promote Talay Bua Dang conservation tourism.

3. Majority of samples had not participated in Talay Bua Dang
conservation tourism because they were tied up with their livelihoods. Furthermore,
many activities were arranged only in certain area of Chiang Wae, so some samples
were unable to participate in Talay Bua Dang conservation tourism activities.

4. Lacking the government support in building the second Docking Pier at
Ban Chiang Wae even the only available Docking Pier at Moo5, Ban Diem was not
enough to meet the increasing numbers of tourists each year. Then, the 2" Docking
Pier should solve this problem and generate incomes to the nearby villages.

5. The lack of budget support program from outside agencies to promote
campaign for Talay Bua Dang tourism conservation had caused the attempts from
development program to be ineffective, so the public failed to participate in the

conservation tourism activities consistently.

9. Research Recommendations

1. Increase channels to broadcast ecotourism more frequent

2.Arrange for officers, lecturers or field specialist to meet and train the
locals so they would have more knowledge and understanding of ecotourism.

3. More activities should be arranged to promote Ecotourism at other
communities located within Chiang Wae Municipal areas or allowed the villagers in
every village to participate so they could gain awareness in Talay Bua Dang
conservation tourism even more.

4. The 2™ Docking Pier at Ban Chiang Wae should be built to support
increasing numbers of tourists.

5. The government agencies as the policy makers should allocate sufficient
budget to arrange more activities on ecotourism, focusing on life quality improvement,

better public utilities and public assistance.
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