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ABSTRCT

This study aims to examine the community participation level in TalayBua Dang
Conservation Programs within Chiang WaeMunicipality and to test the difference of relevant
factors, including the learning regarding current problems, obstacles and guidelines to promote
TalayBua Dang Conservation within Chiang Wae Municipal Area. This study has been
designed as the qualitative research, using the constructed questionnaire to interview 340
household members who lived in Chiang Wae Municipal Area, Kumpawapi District,
Udonthani Province. The acquired data from interviewing were analyzed with the
computerized program SPSS, whereas the statistical analysis was performed through
Frequency Distribution, Percentage, Mean and Standard Deviation, including T-test and One-
Way ANOVA.

The findings showed that the majority of the TalayBua Dang Conservation
communityparticipatied at a low level. Variables including occupation, income, travelling
distance to TalayBua Dang, community status, community participation in activities,
exploitation of TalayBua Dang, knowledge on conservation tourism, and awareness about the
value of TalayBua Dang affected the community participation in TalayBua Dang tourism
programs. Result showed the statistically significant difference 0.05. Regarding the remaining
variables: gender, age, educational levels, number of household members, periods living in
the community, and subscribed media channel on tourism conservation news, they had
influenced on the community participation in TalayBua Dang tourism programs with no
statistical significant difference.

The main problem and obstacle relating to TalayBua Dang conservation tourism
programs involved accessing conservation tourism news through media, while the majority
of information sourcesprovided inadequate knowledge or an accurate understanding about
TalayBua Dang tourism conservation management program. Moreover, the majority of the
community members had no desire to participate in TalayBua Dang tourism conservation.

The findings indicate that the available docking piers are not sufficient enough to
service the increasing number of tourists. In addition, the lack of budget support programfrom
outside agencies to promote campaign for TalayBua Dang tourism conservation cause
attempts from developmentprogram tobe ineffective.

This research recommends more public relations to disseminate more news on
tourism conservation as well as assigning the conservation officers, lecturers or field
specialists to educate people. Furthermore, there should be more activities to promote Talay
Bua Dang conservation tourism in other communities. The second pier at Chiang Wae should
be constructed, whereas the government agency as the policy maker should allocate enough
budget to promote tourism conservation campaign.
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