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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were to study orchid growers in Samut Sakhon
Province in 3 aspects, those were (1) their social and economic state; (2) their chemical
pesticide usage adhering to the good agricultural practice (GAP) system for orchids to
eliminate plant diseases and pests; and (3) their problems and suggestions on chemical
pesticides usage adhering to the good agricultural practice (GAP) system for orchids to
eliminate plant diseases and pests.

The population in this study were 18 groups of orchid growers registered by
Samut Sakhon Provincial Office of Agriculture in 2004, 440 members altogether. The
samples were selected by using simple sampling methodology, 47.33 % of the population,
210 members altogether. The data were collected by using structural interview forms. The
statistical methodology used to analyze the data by computer programs were frequency,
percentage, minimum value and maximum value, mean, and standard deviation.

The findings of this study were as follows: 1) The average age of the orchid
growers was 46.44 years old, their average duration of orchid growing was 15.66 years, their
average man power in orchid growing was 3.35 persons, their average area for orchid
growing was 8.79 Rai, most of the growers had grown Cymbidium tribes of the orchids, the
personal media from whom the growers had received information about pest-free orchid
growing were their neighbors, the mass media from which they had received the information
were broadcasting in radio and television, and news on newspapers, but at “a little” level,
while their knowledge about the application of chemical pesticides adhering to the GAP
system to eliminate plant diseases and pests was at “much” level; 2) the growers used
chemical pesticides to protect their orchids from plant diseases, such as Rot, Rust, Black
Pollen, Yellow Stripe, Ringworm, and Spot Diseases, and also to eliminate Thrips, a kind of
insects, Spodoptera, and Scented Spodoptera. The growers who used chemical pesticides
tended to use the concentrated ones according to the rates of concentration as instructed. Their
usage of pesticides to eliminate plant diseases and pests varied a lot. All of the growers used
chemical pesticides to eliminate Thrips, and a kind of insects. Almost all of them used to
eliminate Rot, and most of them used to eliminate Spodoptera, and Yellow Stripe; 3) the
majority of the growers had faced some problems on the price of pesticides which was too
high, thus, they suggested that they should unite together to bargain with the wholesale
companies, and the minority of them suggested that both chemical pesticides and biological
substances should be used to lessen their cost of production.
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