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Abstract

From experiments and analysis of copper red glazes prepared by firing under a reducing
atmosphere followed by oxidation during a cooling period by electron spin resonance, X-
ray diffractometry and X-ray fluorescence spectrometry, it was found that Cu’ or Cu,0 in the
glaze melt were major species together with Sn’* or SnO as couple matrix. The result from
determination of chemical state of copper and tin under various firing conditions suggested
that the mechanism of red colour development was the formation of Cu' or Cu,0 combined
with Sn”"or SnO through the equilibrium, redox reaction in the glass ; Sn”"+2Cu +$ 2Cu’ + sn*
or SnO + Cu,0 ¥ 2Cu + SnO,. When the glass contained SnO surrounding Cu,0, Cu,0
would be protected from oxidizing atmosphere. The red colour from Cu' or Cu,0 could
consequently be stabilized by shifting of reactions from left to right. This suggested the
combined role of Cu,0 and SnO . In addition, copper metal (Cu) and SnO, were found as
aggregated form sinking under the glaze surface layer, which was a defect found oftenly in

specimens in this experiments.





