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ABSTRACT
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The aims of this study, “Coexistence Collaboration Development between
Highland People and Lowland Pecople in Mae Dok Daeng Community, Doisaket District,
Chiangmai Province were to 1) determine the conditions and factors contributing to problems in
the coexistence between highland people (the Lahu) and the lowland people (local Northern
people) in Mae Dok Daeng and 2) develop collaboration in the coexistence between highland
people (the Lahu) and the lowland people (local Northern people) in Mae Dok Daeng community.
The study is a procedural research with an emphasis on learning to change ethnic based attitudes
among targeted people in the area.

With regards to shared habitation in the Mae Dok Daeng community, the two
groups of the population experienced difficulties in developing various aspects of quality of life,
such as earning their livelihood, the resources usage, quarrels, and insecurity over properties,
narcotics drugs, religions, and different cultures. They also experienced problems regarding rights
as community members, such as infrastructures, namely, tap water, electricity and a welfare
system, education for Lahu youth, incoming and outgoing migration in each family. The process
of community research allowc:i the people to find answers to facing problems by themselves,
through giving value to the local people, wisdom, and culture in a variety of lifestyles.

The study revealed the following findings: 1) The main conditions and factors
that led to problems in the coexistence of between highland people (the Lahu) and the lowland
people (local Northern people) in Mae Dok Daeng community This was a result of indigenous

community reproduction, coupling with cthnic bias, communication through different languages,



247586

and different concepts of common properties and ownership within the community; 2) The study
facilitated a working group and activities to strengthen cooperation of the people in Mae Dok
Daeng community to reduce conflicts from multi-ethnic coexistence; and 3) The factors and
conditions that contributed to coexistence on individual and contributing organizational bases
could be achieved through collective action of the people involved to develop collaboration that
brought the power to the group to reach a goal to develop the cooperation in the coexistence of

the Mae Dok Daeng community in the future.
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