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The purposes of this research are to study the effects of twin screw
process conditions such as die temperatures and screw speeds, the variations of
polyethylene type, melt flow index are also studied. In this research, the content of
the PE in the blends were varied at 5, 15 and 25 phr. The properties concerned in
this study were thermal and mechanical properties of PVC in the PVC-PE melt
blended. Thermogravimetric analysis (TGA) results showed that at the rotating screw
speed of 100 rpm and die temperature of 160, 180 and 210 °C, PVC in the blend with
LDPE of 5 phr could be thermally stabilized in every die temperature used. This could
be explained by the radical transfer reaction from PVC to PE molecules. At higher PE
loading, 15 phr, the PVC encountered more degradation as a result of a competitive
consumption of the heat stabilizer by PE degradation. On the other hand, at relatively
high PE contents, 25 phr, the decomposition temperature of PVC in the blends
increased again. This was due to the effect of phase separation between PVC and
PE in the blend leading to the stabilization with optimum efficiency of the added heat
stabilizer. In the case of melt flow index of LDPE added in the blends, it was found
that the PVC decomposition temperatures increased with higher MFI than those with
lower MFI. However, it was dependent on decomposition temperature of LDPE. It
was also shown in this study that the low screw speeds used for blending would
lower the Td of the PVC in the blend at any die temperatures as the longer the blend
stayed in the barrel the more heat stabilizer to be consumed, during the heating
experienced in the barrel.

In the case of effect of PE type used in the blend with various die
temperatures at 160, 180, and 210 °C, the screw speed at 100 rpm was selected. It
was shown that the stabilization of PVC in the blend by adding 5 phr of HDPE was
better than LDPE. This was because LDPE was a long chain branching PE whereas
HDPE was a straight with rarely short chain branching which could lead to very well
dispersion in PVC phase.

The mechanical properties of the blends were also studied and it was
shown that the ultimate tensile strength and Young's modulus were dependent upon
PE contents. However those mentioned parameters did not affect these properties.
On the other hand, the impact properties of PVC-PE blended with 5 phr LDPE
showed higher impact strength when the recycle pass were increased. The
phenomena were similar in any die process temperatures. The main variable that
affected the mechanical properties of PVC-PE blended was dispersion of PE in PVC
matrix.





