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This cross-sectional descriptive study aimed at examining the sanitary condition of
high school cafeterias in Buriram Province, Thailand. Sixty eight cafeterias and 468 food
shops in 68 high schools were included in the study. The data were collected during
December 2004 - February 2005 by using a structured observation.

The result showed that most of the school cafeterias ( 94.2 percent) did not meet the
food sanitary standard condition while the conditions for school cafeterias in municipal area
were better than those outside municipal areas, their difference was not statistically
significant. Majority of cafeterias failed to meet the food sanitary standard condition due to
poor waste management, improper wastewater and garbage treatments and disturbance from
flies and fruit flies. Concerning food shops with the cafeterias, more than 50 percent met the
food sanitary standard condition. These included 68.3 percent of cooked-food shop, 54.9
percent of made-to-order food shops, and 58.4 percent of desert shops. The conditions of
food shops in the municipal areas were significantly better than those outside the areas.
Cause of failure to meet the food sanitary standard condition of the food shops was the
improper health behavior of food vendors, that was, they did not wear white apron and white
cap or hair net.

in conclusion, this study results revealed that a great number of school cafeterias did
not meet the food sanitary standard condition. Their improvement is there fore necessary to

protect the students from food-born illnesses.
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