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ABSTRACT 219230

In the past , Ranong Bay was once abundant with many seagrasses which are the rich
food source for many sea creatures especially manatees but in the last decade this seaground of
seagrasses had disappeared and many marvelous animals disappeared too. After the Tsunami
disaster , on 26" December 2004 , affected Ranong Bay and promoted this study to be done..
According to three surveys ( 20-23 Oct., 2005 , 13-15 Jan., 2006 and 6-9 Mar., 2006) , the EC
value of the seawater were 432 — 568 uS , DO value were 7.44 — 8.70 mg/l , pH value were
ratherly neutral 7.4 — 8.0 and the average temperature were 26.4 — 34.0° C. In the first survey,
the salinity value of the seawater were about 40-44 ppt. but on the second and the third surveys
it had reduced to 27 — 30 ppt. . The studies found that there were 105 species of animals , 2
species of seagrasses , 8 species of seaweeds and 2 species of unidentified animals. Inaddition ,
the survey has the new records for toungue shell and nudibranchs which had never previously
been found in this area as well as two species of seagrasses clustered in some tidal seagrounds .
From five species of algaes found , two species of red gracillaria algae are mmportant
econonﬁéally. From this study, it is clear that Ranong Bay is an important living habitat as
nursery areas for conserving marine creatures . Ranong Bay should also be preserved as a

significant biological and ecological learning environment and high potenciallities for ecotourism.





