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The study entitled “Communication in Starting Romantic Relationship of Thai Adolescents” was aimed to
understand the patterns of communication in starting romantic relationship of Thai adolescents, and to study the
factors affecting communication in starting romantic relationship of Thai adolescents. The researcher used survey
research methodology by sending the questionnaires to 200 university level students studying in Bangkok, and

by in-depth interviewing with 16 students.

The study revealed two main results as follow:

1. Starting romantic relationship behaviors can be divided into two groups: modern adolescents who did
anything they liked freely, and the conservative ones who followed old Thai values. Most subjects flirted others
and were flirted by others more than three times, mostly during their studying in the universities. Most of them had
positive experiences in romantic relationship aimed towards stronger relationship in future. Most adolescents
decided to start their romantic relationship with someone they were interested in by observing his or her outward
behaviors first.  During each flirting, most adolescents preferred to reveal a lot of their real personalities, and
talked a lot about their education or working background. However, to get deeper information about the person,
they preferred observing them secretly. At the first meeting, most samples tried to get closer, but didn’t touch
each other, and asked for telephone numbers when they departed. = Most subjects claimed that it was

themselves who influenced their own romantic relationship behaviors .

2. There were 6 factors affecting communication in starting romantic relationship of Thai adolescents, namely sex,
self image, flirting experience, perception of past romantic experience, flirting objectives, and roles of the parents

in their romantic relationship.





