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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study the factors which influenced the
students in making the decision to study at the Faculty of Agro-Industry, Chiang Mai
University and to learn about the opinion and receive some suggestion from the
students of the Faculty of Agro-Industry, Chiang Mai University.

The research was conducted by collecting data, 190 questionnaires were
distributed to all of the first year students of the academic year 2002 and 172
questionnaires received (90.53%). The results of the study have shown that the factors
which influenced the students in choosing to study in the Faculty of Agro-Industry,
Chiang Mai University composed of external and internal factors.

We can conclude that the external factors were derived respectively from the
reputation of the Faculty and its fields of study, the new entrance exam system, the
applicants number of the latest year, the suggestion of the former teachers, the location
of the Faculty which is near to the hometown, the influence of friends, the influence of
parents and the business of the family which involved with Agro-Industrv.

Moreover, the internal factors can be summarized respectively as follows: the
interest in Agro-Industry, the high demand of the vacant position in the field of Agro-
Industry, the high salary after graduation, the chance to further the study, the work
progress or promotion, the stable status in the society, the relation between Agro-
Industry and parents’ career and the poor financial status of their parents.

It has been found that the students who study in the Faculty of Agro-Industry,
Chiang Mai University had some different factors both internal and external. The most
important for internal factors was their interest in studying in Agro-Industry, the
chance to get a job and to earn more income after their graduation. Most of the
students intended to work in the private sectors. About the external factors, it was
found that the reputation of the Faculty and its fields of study were the most important
reason and they were also the first reason of the students in choosing to study in the
Faculty. Secondly, the entrance exam system of the Ministry of the University Affairs
and the number of last year’s students were the minor factors respectively.

The result of the study was shown that both external and internal factors have
influenced the decision making of the students to study in Faculty of Agro-Industry,
Chiang Mai University.

It was also found that 82.9% of the students had the positive attitude towards
the Faculty, and 17.1% of the students were indifferent. Moreover. 2.9% of the
students thought that they would try a new entrance exam and 30.4% of the students
were uncertain whether they would try a new entrance exam. There were also 52.9%
of the students who have intended to continue their study in the Master level and
47.1% of the students wanted to work after their graduation agd 56.3 % of them
wanted to work in the private sectors.





