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This Thesis aims to study the roles of the Thai Court in respect of its power to supervise class action procedure.
This is to analyze whether such roles should be active or passive. In addition, if the roles should be active, how the Court

carries out of proceeding for providing the parties or related persons with justice as much as possible.

Based on research and study, the legal system of Thailand is a code system, which is also considered an
inquisitorial system. However, in practice, the trial proceeding of the Thai Court tends to be accusatorial system. As such,
the roles of the Thai Court, including its roles to find out factual matter and to control the trial proceeding, are likely
passive. That is to say, the Court performs its roles as a referee of dispute and the direction of proceeding is subject to the

parties’ will. It is likely that the tradition may cause problems to class action procedure.

Class- action procedure is an extraordinary procedure, which empowers one injured person (plaintiff or
representative of group) to bring a case to the court by himself and on behalf of other persons, who are injured due to the
same factual and legal cause (group members). The law provides that the Court has to inform other injured persons of the
case brought to the Court so that other injured persons can exercise their option to walk out of the group (opt-out).
Nevertheless, it is not feasible that all injured persons can be aware of the notification of the Court. This is because there
may be a large number of injured persons in one case and the notification cannot be sent to the proper address of some
injured persons. As a result, such injured person cannot be aware that they have to be bound to the trial proceeding and the
Court’s judgment. Moreover, regardless of whether the group members are aware of the notification or not, if the Court
permits the class action procedure, the plaintiff or the representative of the group shall be empowered to precede the case.
In this respect, it is possible that the plaintiff may seize this opportunity to arrange for unfair settlement, for e.g. come to an
agreement with the defendant, to carry out of proceeding for his own benefit, or to do anything, which may result in
damages to the group members. Therefore, the Court’s supervising roles in class action procedure are deemed the most

vital element of the entire process.





