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This study was a part of the research project on “personality development in
communication of 6-12 year-old Thai children.” The main purpose of this study was to identify
characteristics of the 6-12 year-old Thai children's emctional and ethical communication
competence. In addition, the researcher attempted to find out patterns of the communication
activities in helping to develop such abilities in the children. Qualitative data were collected
from investigating verbal and nonverbal behaviors of 65 Thai children separating into two
groups of 28 children aged between 6-8 years old and 37 children aged between 9-12 years
old.

Results of the study revealed that 6-8 year-old Thai children could verbally express more
emotional and ethical communication competence than 9-12 year-old ones. Meanwhile, 6-8
year-old Thai children could nonverbally express less emotional and ethical communication
competence than 9-12 year-old ones. Such competence could be improved when they were
encouraged to participate in communication activities in which they were allowed to
communicate their own opinions, freely express their own emotion, learn proper ethical

communication, and know how to act appropriately in daily life.





